
  
    [image: Augment]
  


  
    
      AUGMENT

      AUTUMN 2083

    

    
      
        A HORIZON GROUP PUBLICATION

      

    

    
      
        
          [image: Catalyst Game Labs]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          [image: Essy Motors ad]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          [image: Augment Magazine title]
        

      

      
        
        Augment Your Life with Augment Magazine!

      

        

      
        A Horizon Group Publication

      

        

      
        AUTUMN 2083

      

        

      
        Executive Editor

        Poppy Yelverton

      

      

      
        
        Managing Editor

        Yuta Nataka

      

      

      
        
        Assistant Editor

        Freya Nilsson

      

      

      
        
        Contributing Writers

        Rache Break, Jackie Bristol, Hunter Cobb,

        Tiger Ghany, Leach, Marque Reille,

        Ariask Delallee, Tej Weaver, Poppy Yelverton

      

        

      
        Head of Art Direction

        Denidra Boann

      

      

      
        
        Head of Advertising

        Rinay Veenu

      

      

      
        
        To request your copy of Augment Magazine,

        contact us at www.AugmentHorizonGroup.com.

      

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CONTENTS

          

        

      

    

    
    
      
        Politics and Fashion: Two Sides of the Same Coin

        By Poppy Yelverton

      

    

    
      
        Celebrity Sightings

        By Rache Break

      

      
        Current Events: Scaling It Up

        By Tej Weaver

      

      
        Reille Talk with Moag Chaing-Wu

        By Marque Reille

      

      
        Novahot News

        By Jackie Bristol

      

      
        The Body Politic: An Eye on Denver

        A First-Person Report By Hunter Cobb

      

      
        Leach’s Liks

        By Leach

      

      
        Cover Talk: A View from Above

        By Poppy Yelverton

      

      
        SINless Secrets!

      

      
        The Cutting Edge

        By Ariask Delallee

      

      
        Magic Disturbances Strand Seafarers, Create New Survival Movement

        By Tiger Ghany

      

      
        Ask a Runner

        By Anonymous

      

      
        Running Dark: The Lovely Bones

      

      
        Missed Connections / Classifieds

      

      
        An Augmented Word

        By Freya Nilsson

      

      
        Back Cover

      

    

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            POLITICS AND FASHION: TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN

          

          BY POPPY YELVERTON

        

      

    

    
      What’s this? A new byline for Augment’s editorial? Yes, that’s correct. I will be helming the ship for the foreseeable future. Although I will be putting my own stamp on Augment, it will still be the same magazine covering the trends, tech, and celebrities you all want to know about. Make sure you drop in on Freya Nilsson’s An Augmented Word for a behind-the-scenes look at how Augment is created, and more details of the forthcoming changes to your favorite magazine!

      You may wonder why Augment decided to feature Politics and Fashion in the same issue. On the surface, it doesn’t seem to make sense. One is oh-so-serious, and the other is oh-so-frivolous. It’s a toss-up as to which is which, and that is the point. In truth, fashion has always been political to some degree, while politics has always been both on display and entertainment. Both are serious stuff. Careers are made and broken by how we dress and who we vote for.

      Fashion has been political since before the time of the Romans. Sumptuary laws have enforced strict social hierarchies for many different nations across the globe, ensuring that no one ever acted above their station. The emperors of Rome wore purple togas, while only the Emperor of Japan could wear clothing dyed with sumac dye (kōrozen). Even the standard men’s suit tie, that came into vogue in the early nineteenth century, is fraught with political overtones. Once upon a time, the more subdued a man’s necktie was, the higher he stood on the social scale, while the brighter the necktie, the more lowbrow he was considered.

      To say fashion is not political is to say one is not familiar with history.

      At the same time, politics has ever been a mixture of fashion show, contest, and performative acting. People would listen to you based on your fashion, your ability to address a crowd, how you spoke, how you dealt with your opponents, and what you did for attention. The promises a politician made were often made in sand. As soon as they won their election, the tide of their win would wash away all traces of those promises made. Once in a position of power, a politician’s true face would show—much like the ragged seams of a poor quality garment.

      Even now, in the Sixth World, with much of daily life focused on the culture and customs of megacorporations, politicians must still put on a good show if they want to be elected. The smallest elected town official needs to fight through the chaos of information overload to get their constituents to vote for them. They must become a public personality whether they want to be or not. To serve the public is to be on display. In this day and age, politicians must be seen to be heard. That means, for good or ill, they are subject to the criticisms of the general public.

      The Cover Talk interview with our cover model, Njeri Anyango, is a perfect example of how fashion and politics mix. Miss Anyango is an heiress, a corporate VP, and an actress focused on bringing African stories and heritage to the world. Her forthcoming movie, Faith of the People, highlights the rise of Imana Zuwena, the African elf leader of Tanzania, while her current hit movie, The Sheba Gambit, is a fictional story set in the Matrix, loosely based on the lore around the Queen of Sheba (also known as Bilquis and Makeda).

      Politics and fashion go hand-in-hand. You will read many examples in this issue of Augment. So turn the page and enjoy our Fall 2083 issue.
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            CELEBRITY SIGHTINGS

          

          BY RACHE BREAK

        

      

    

    
      Hey Augmenters!

      Rache Break here with his month’s ingredients for a filling gossip column, including a dash of the insidious, a heap of incredible corp news, a sprinkling of sparkling romance, and a distressing amount of the downright weird.

      The world out there’s a strange place, and we’re here to tell you all about it!

      BIZ GOSSIP!

      
        
        New Augment Executive Editor!

      

      

      For those of you flipping right to the gossip page (because you’ve got excellent taste), let me bring you up to speed with the most important gossip of the month, maybe the year: Augment has an interim executive editor! Poppy Yelverton joins us to help you augment your life even more with her sharp eye, company-approved vision, and her absolute love for Augment!

      As she puts it: “It’s an honor to be a part of such an esteemed magazine, especially one backed by Horizon. Prepare to see some positive changes in these pages.”

      Welcome aboard, Poppy!

      
        
        Ten Days without Magic.

      

      

      Unless you were dead for ten days or really deep into a run (write in to share deets!), you probably noticed that, for ten days, magic just kinda...stopped. Your girl Rache Break doesn’t use magic, all pure tech, but I’ve heard of mages getting slaughtered and missions going terribly wrong. People falling out of the sky. And does anyone know how the dragons are doing? Anyway, the big question now is: Who’s responsible? Was it just natural phenomena? Or something more insidious? I’ll stay on the trail, but this one is thick with smokescreens from other corps, friends. But Horizon will do its best to keep you safe and bring you the details, as always!

      
        
        Our Deepest Regrets!

      

      

      Horizon Extra-Territorial Tech VP Talia Lalonde tearfully announced that her husband was caught in the crossfire of rival gangs and perished, only a couple of months after the birth of their precious half-elven child. “Rodney would have wanted me to continue,” the grieving widow bravely stated. “I promised him I’d always do what’s best for me, Horizon, and our family. I won’t let you down, sweetheart.” Our deepest sympathies to the grieving widow during this difficult time.

      
        
        Tragedy In the Skies.

      

      

      A “so-called” terrorist attack at Skyhook Space Elevator, until now a trusty means of reaching the horizon line (and beyond!), claimed the lives of Aztechnology president Flavia de la Rosa and two other board members. First, it was reported as an “accident,” and then was a “terrorist attack.” All I’m saying is, has anyone seen how profits were doing for the company before the accident? And after? Could it be AZ decided to move some people along by literally “dropping them.”

      
        
        Magic Is Natural. Terrorism Is Not.

      

      

      You probably witnessed some of the amazing and perfectly natural magical phenomena recently, like manastorms. Now, because not all gossip is good (Rache Break brings you only the most verified sources!), some people are spreading misinformation that these were actually terrible terrorist attacks, and have accused Horizon of gagging the Corporate Court in sharing information. Now I’ve checked every nook and cranny of the corp networks, and I can assure you of two things: Nature is as wonderful as Horizon says, and the terrorists are being sent away for a long time, thanks to Horizon’s efforts. So there you have the truth, Augmenters! Remember, some terrorists are still free, so report in any unusual sightings—contact the new Horizon Anti-Terrorism Expansion. They’ll deal with them faster than anyone else, and help keep our world safe. As always.
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        A Different Kind of Corporate Merger?

      

      

      Yui Sanada, executive assistant to Empress Hitomi Shiawase, is seen here walking out of noted leisure hotel, Affectāre, with Renraku Vice-President Kento Asano. This puts an interesting new spin (wink-wink) on the recent discussions of a possible Shiawase and Renraku merger we’ve been hearing about.

      CELEBRITY GOSSIP!

      
        
        ’Runner in Red?

      

      

      Okay, when your girl Rache is looking for a Break, I don’t let go easily. Right now I’ve got my eye on figuring out who Will-O-Wisp and DJ Smash’s red-dressed brunette friend is, and have I got the scoop for you! After weeks of hunting the depths of the Matrix, I found some old footage from an unnamed corp (not Horizon, of course), in which a group of thieves blatantly broke in and stole some data. I haven’t yet determined what exactly the data packets held, but let me tell you I’ve seen some footage of the thief...and I’d wager it’s her. That being said, both talented musicians are on the up-and-up, and have been fully vetted by several corporate sponsors (including Horizon), so I just want to make clear that there’s no proof of any wrongdoing on their parts. I’ll keep digging deeper into this hole and report back everything I find out!

      
        
        Wonder in the Skies!

      

      

      For the first time since the end of the Amazonian War, the great dragon Sirrurg was spotted in the skies over Medellin! Send pics and video if you have them, or let us know where exactly the magnificent dragon was headed and what he was up to by contacting me directly.

      
        
        Stone Heart in Love?

      

      

      Remember our most handsome fashion model Stone Heart? Still as swoon-worthy as ever, he was seen parading around Montréal with a stunning elf, who we’ve identified as Dr. Arina Allian of Mercy Court Hospital. Concerns for his well-being were laughed off by the heartthrob as he stated: “Believe me, if I die of a heart attack now, I’ll die happy, know what I mean?” The doctor did not return comments, but some digging revealed that the pair has been communicating a lot, and are obviously involved (and, um, quite fond of one another). Congrats to the happy couple!

      
        
        Fond Wishes to Murielle Sharpée?

      

      

      I’d bet my deck that you’ve noticed the change of writer in the fashion column, right, chummers? The rumors are flying around regarding the dismissal of Murielle Sharpée, particularly following her rather rude comments on Board member daughter and beloved starlet of Chummers Forever, Allira Ka-Dabra. Others imply that since Augment has a new executive editor, she’s cleaning house, and those less likely to fall in line have been shown the door.

      Well, if a gossip seeking rebel-rouser like myself is still here, let me assure you that’s not the case! Apparently, after years of chasing fashion dreams in rather unexpected ways, Ms. Sharpée has decided to take a well-earned retirement and rest before redirecting her efforts to other, more private Horizon-led projects. After decades of living in the fashion spotlight, a change of pace might be what our beloved fashion editor needs. She will be missed. Best to you, Murielle!

      
        
        Hot on Sizzler’s Trail

      

      

      VAvatar sensation Sizzler has a new look! That’s not the main gossip here, but let’s face it, it also is. With the Matrix serial Atlantis Sizzles exploding in the ratings, Sizzler showed off their new look with short, spiky purple hair, trademark turquoise eyes (never change those, please), and a merman tail that can shift into scaled, very va-va-voom legs. Is this a tease for the next season of Atlantis Sizzles, already confirmed to have been picked up? I can’t wait to find out!

      Also, pretty much the biggest gossip out in Tinseltown is chasing down the identity of Sizzler. I’ve got the whole team on this, so stay tuned! We’re gonna crack who the heartthrob is and bring you a live interview when we do! I’m sure Augment’s own incisive interviewer Marque Reille would make for a wonderful and thoughtful interviewer! (Hint-hint, Sizzler! I can set you up! Comm me!)

      
        
        New Romance in Rock Town?

      

      

      Okay, surely you’ve heard of Top Dr-k (edited for crudeness), the punk rock band that’s taking the airwaves by storm with their old-fashioned, unapologetic music and careless disregard for windows, and sometimes even their own fans? (Remember last issue, where I reported that OttTech stunt with the bus being driven through their headquarters window? It was Top Dr-k’s. I’ve got video, and I have to tell you, doesn’t look like a marketing stunt so much as rock-and-roll gone truly wild!)

      Anyway, rumors are flying about lead singer Ametheest (that’s how it’s spelled, and it sounds like the stone), and the band’s lead guitarist, Silver, since the two tend to exchange lingering glances during their shows that practically set the stage on fire. Well, apparently the two women were seen on a date in Quebec City recently, and reports agree that they’re now an item! Can we combine their names? Siltheest? Amever? ...maybe not. We can, however, say congrats to the gorgeous, window-shattering, chart-rising couple!

      
        
        The Glittering Fall of Vibe-Queen Lothi

      

      

      Synth-pop icon Vibe-Queen Lothi was recorded chatting it up with a notorious street fixer in a shady dive off the main drag in Madrid. That’s right—she took time off from her world tour to meet an unsavory fellow in the shadows. Now, you might think this to be small gossip, because stars are always doing weird stuff, right? Well, get this: two days after this meet, her lead guitarist—and recent ex—Trilex, was found dead under “mysterious circumstances.” Sometimes it doesn’t take a genius detective to figure out what happened. The writing’s on the wall, and sooner or later, the glitter queen must fall.

      OTHER GOSSIP

      
        
        Pranks for Art?

      

      

      The artist doing building-sized art in Seattle has been identified by art experts as “PR4NK-r,” an artist who’s been painting the streets (and buildings) of Seattle for years—art that was never really noticed until the giant building art appeared. Many of their paintings had previously been taken down or covered, and the few still-intact pieces are currently being purchased by the very companies they defaced.

      You heard that right. The giant companies (who, by the way, have removed the building-defacing art like it never existed) are buying the smaller street art (meaning they’re buying the old buildings and ripping out walls), and displaying it in their lobbies and executive boardrooms to “remember that art is everywhere.” (Probably also to remind themselves that their security isn’t as great as they thought it was, ha!) The second word got out that PR4NK-r’s art was gaining value at the speed of a rigger on too much soykaf, various collectors, smaller corps, and art dealers snatched them up to resell them at hefty mark-ups. If you’re reading this, PR4NK-r, I hope you step forward and claim that nuyen for yourself!
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        Can an AI Have Love Affairs?

      

      

      This is a serious question, so don’t laugh it off! Deckers are all over this news lately, so I just had to report it here. It’s all a bit weird, even for this column. In a twist that could rewrite the rules of romance, renowned netrunner ByteLover is rumored to have fallen for an experimental AI designed for corporate espionage. So, weird, right?

      You don’t think so? Okay, well, I know ByteLover, (whose name used to be RunBearRun, by the way), and they’re usually pretty level-headed. Then they did some kind of run or something, and their brain got zapped by some ice (part zapped, as they’re still alive), and then within two months, the AI love is real.

      ByteLover is a really good decker, so the goss is that maybe they were “acquired,” with the AI now controlling their brain? Or part of it? Okay, that part sounds weird, even to me, and I’m not sure it’s even a thing (I hope not!) ...but I’m reporting the gossip, so here it is, proving that even matters of the heart can be dangerously hacked.

      
        
        Cheating at the Rigger Run?

      

      

      Insiders in the rigger community are abuzz over NitroNova, a talented rigger and winner of the last Rigger Run Cup in Drone Handling and Survival, one of UCAS’s top rigger competitions. Her drone moved with a speed and deftness unseen before at the competition, surviving without a scratch on even the Volcanic Underbelly Twist (no one’s ever made it through without taking some damage, or so records report). Competitors now allege that she might have bound a speed elemental to her drone. NitroNova argues that she’s 100% wired and isn’t Awakened, so she couldn’t possibly be responsible if an elemental was messing with the results...but other competitors are looking at her on-again, off-again lover Hayden Clover, who has been known to summon elementals. If I were them, I’d take a break from the scene and go deeper underground than even the Volcanic Underbelly Twist!

      

      That’s it for this issue, Augmenters! Me and my team are diving right back into the Matrix and hitting the streets to get you the next juiciest, weirdest, and funnest gossip out there! Remember: If you don’t read it in Augment, it’s probably made up!

      Ciao, Chummers!

      
        
          [image: ]
        

      

    

  


  
    
      
        
          
          

          
            CURRENT EVENTS: SCALING IT UP

          

          BY TEJ WEAVER

        

      

    

    
      We’re in Cambodia. Don’t ask. It’s hot, I’m sweaty, but at least my fever broke right before we left New Orleans. Stupid magic. Stupid Un-Awakening. And lucky me, the one person on our team with the mana connection to feel it. Anyway, I’m still a little woozy and my fire’s not behaving like it should, but I’m here, and I’m oh so ready to burn something.

      “Remind me what we’re doing again?” I ask over the comms. Me n’ Topaz are crouched down behind a mangrove tree hip-deep in a swamp, which is all kinds of fun, believe me.

      Not surprisingly, it’s my twin who answers. I can almost feel his ‘why don’t you ever pay attention?’ eyeroll over the line. “Remember those nice people who took us out to dinner last night?” He says like I’m five again, and demanding to know why we have to hide our ears. “Those are our clients. That’s their warehouse. Someone’s been stealing from it. We’re here to catch whoever it is and put a stop to them.”

      “Yeah yeah.” I flick a ball of fire to life on my fingers, but it fizzles out a second later. “Fine.”

      We stay there for what feels like hours, doing nothing but providing a feast for the local mosquitos. Joy. Then Del says, “Hang on, something’s happening.”
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      About bloody time.

      I can’t see where he and Sam are, but I know they’re both somewhere to our left, so I look that way—just in time to see the waters churning like something’s shooting along under it. Something fast.

      “Look out!” I fire off a bolt—at least it works!—and duck more fully behind the mangroves at the same time, dragging Topaz down with me.

      We’re barely under cover when something erupts out of the water. It’s a snake. A big one. Huge, even. Like, at least 4-5 meters long. Only its head is more like a dragon, and that look in its eye, this ain’t no mere reptile.

      It thrashes about, hissing, water spraying everywhere. Then I see a silent alert from Sam, seconds before another snake bursts up out of the swamp from the left. Great, two of ’em. And I know enough to realize these ain’t snakes at all.

      They’re naga.

      I’ve heard of them, giant Awakened snake-like critters, smart and nasty. Based out of Angkor Wat—which is a stone’s throw away. Word is they’ve made that their own little kingdom, and now they want the rest of Cambodia along with it.

      I’m guessing part of their strategy may be “destroy businesses in Cambodia to weaken the country and make it ripe for takeover.”

      Swell.

      I ready my magic, hoping I can rely on it this time. But just as I prepare to let loose, the naga both stiffen. Their heads cock to one side. It’s like watching a pair of dogs hearing a dog whistle.

      “We are summoned,” the one says to the other.
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      Yeah, apparently they can talk.

      The other nods. They both slip back down under the water, like they’re sliding down a drain. Then they’re gone.

      I let my magic fade, which is like untensing a muscle. Me and Topaz straighten. “That was close,” she says.

      I nod, but I can’t help wondering. What the hell has the authority to summon a pair of naga like that?

      I’m not sure I wanna find out.
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        * * *

      

      That night, we report in to our client. He’s relieved. “Prime Minister Mak Sok has signed a treaty with the nagas’ leader,” he tells us. “There will be no more incursions. But without you there, they might have destroyed my warehouse before being recalled, so thank you.”

      I know the others are pleased we got paid and praised without even having to fight. Normally, I’d be put out. But the way my magic’s been lately, maybe it ain’t a bad thing. Still, I gotta ask, “So, who’s their leader, anyway? An even bigger snake?”

      The client glances around uneasily. “No,” he answers, his voice dropping to a whisper. “Not a snake. Not even a naga. A dragon. One of the Greats, perhaps.” He shrugs. “I have heard stories, that is all. But best not to ask, lest you draw its attention and rouse its ire.”

      Del tugs my sleeve. “Of course,” he says over my shoulder. “Thank you. If you have need of us again, you know where to find us.” Then he’s dragging me away, like I wasn’t going already.

      Still, I gotta wonder. A dragon? Here? And one of the Greats? That’s new. Does it have anything to do with the Un-Awakening? Whole world got thrown outta whack, now the magic’s back but things don’t feel the same, like somebody shook up a sand sculpture—same sand, same container, different pattern.

      Maybe that means different dragons, too.
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        * * *

      

      Cut to a week later. Place we’re in now? Polar opposite from before. Literally. ’Cause we’re up outside Anchorage. Why? ’Cause the Athabaskan Council put out a call for freelancers, “recon and possible intervention,” and my idiot twin answered. Now we’re all freezing our butts off here.

      Well, they are, anyway. I took some time after Cambodia, did a deep cleanse, meditation, all that jazz. Re-centered myself. And whaddya know, it worked. My magic’s back on track, which means my fire’s good and hot. That’s why I’m just wearing my usual duster, and the rest are all bundled up like pandas with guns.

      “What do they think is out here, again?” Ha ha, it’s Topaz who asks this time. Ever seen an ork with frostbite? At least blue and green go nice together.

      “They don’t know,” Del replies. He’s in the lead, like always. I swear, he’s practically walking over the snow, like in that one movie. Me, I’m leaving a melted path with each step. “But whatever it is, it’s big and mean and wreaking havoc on mining and drilling out here.”

      “Big and mean and nasty—and we’re supposed to stop it. Great,” Sam grouses.

      I can’t blame him for being sour, though. Snow out here can get up to several feet, which means he’d basically just be a mohawk popping up outta that like some kinda snow shark.

      “Don’t worry, I’ll protect you,” I promise, and he flashes me a rude image over the link. Yeah, I’m feeling way better now I got my mojo back online.
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