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INTRODUCTION
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Sometimes life gives you exactly what you need, exactly when you need it—even if it doesn't look like it at first.

For Emma Hartley, escaping to the mountains for the holidays was supposed to be about solitude, healing, and avoiding her well-meaning but exhausting family. It was supposed to be quiet, peaceful, and definitively romance-free.

She didn't plan on a massive snowstorm. She didn't plan on being trapped in a mountain lodge with nowhere to go. And she definitely didn't plan on Ben Coleman—the grumpy, grieving lodge owner who seemed determined to hate Christmas and everyone in it.

But as the snow keeps falling and the days stretch on, Emma discovers that sometimes the grumpiest people have the softest hearts. Sometimes healing comes from unexpected places. And sometimes, getting snowed in is exactly what you need.

This is the story of a broken heart finding home. Of a guarded man learning to love again. Of two people who weren't looking for each other but found exactly what they needed.

This is the story of being snowed in with you.
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CHAPTER ONE
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Escape to Pine Ridge

Emma Hartley stared at her reflection in the bathroom mirror of her Boston apartment and barely recognized the woman looking back. Dark circles under her eyes. Hair that hadn't seen a proper cut in months. A sadness that had settled into her bones and refused to leave.

Three months. It had been three months since she'd walked into her apartment early to find her fiancé in bed with someone else. Three months of everyone asking if she was okay. Three months of pitying looks and awkward conversations.

She was not okay.

Her phone buzzed. A text from her best friend, Sophie.
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