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      Standing in the corner of the smoky room, I look out at the party. My client is sitting on the large leather couch and is the center of attention, as always, with several young women flanking him.

      As much as I love my job at Beastly Bulwark Bodyguards, I still do not enjoy the assignments with famous, rich, snotty folks. Sure, occasionally, we will get someone who is well known but not an asshole. However, that is rare.

      And this client certainly is not one of the rare ones.

      I watch him put his arm around the young blonde next to him, but look away when I hear a loud argument in the club's front. Stepping forward, I try to see who is making the ruckus. Most likely, it's just a couple having a drunken fight, but I need to make sure that everything is okay for my client.

      He seems oblivious while sitting on the couch with his harem, so I make my way up to the front to catch sight of whoever is yelling. Right as I step beside the bar, a small woman barrels past me toward the actor. I immediately catch up to her in three long strides and throw my body between her and my client. She is screaming something I cannot understand as she takes something out of her jacket pocket.

      The next thing I know, there's a searing pain radiating through my left arm. Finley and Walter jump on top of her as I crumble to the ground.
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        * * *

      

      In the hospital, I am surrounded by most of my colleagues, plus my boss, Kaidon.

      "Hey, man. Welcome back," he says, staring down at me as I wake up.

      "Damn it. What happened?" I say, trying to sit up, but a nurse taking my vitals pushes my shoulder back down.

      "You got shot, man."

      "By that little wisp of a woman?"

      "Yep. She shot you. Well, she tried to shoot the client, but you got in the way."

      "Holy shit, damn it," I say, trying to take a peek at my left arm, but it is wrapped in clean bandages.

      "So you need to take off for a couple of weeks while this heals. You got it, mate?" says Kaidon.

      "Alright, alright. But I don't even think I'll need a couple of weeks. Remember, we minotaurs do heal quickly."

      "Yeah. But you deserve a little time off after being shot. What can I say? I'm a really, really exceptional boss," Kaidon jokes.
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        * * *

      

      The hospital keeps me overnight for observation, but I'm allowed to go home before noon the next day. I am ordered to come back in two days to have an appointment with one of the nurses to check over my wounds.

      Since I'm a Minotaur and heal quickly, I don't need as much care as a human would with this type of injury. Once I'm back at home, I throw my wallet down on the kitchen table and grab myself a beer from the fridge. Turning on the TV, I find nothing interesting and flip it back off. Leaning against my couch, I put my feet up on the coffee table and enjoy a couple of large swigs of beer.

      Having a couple of weeks off from work will be nice, even though I prefer to be busy. But after the headache that client just gave me, never mind the gunshot wound, I'm ready to not deal with protecting anyone for a bit.

      Once I’m home for an hour, a knock at my front door produces Miles, my coworker and friend, holding a large pizza box and a six-pack of beer.

      "Hey, man. Thought you might want some company," he says. "But if not, I can just drop this off for you."

      "Oh, no. Company is good. Come in, come in," I say, grabbing the pizza box from him.

      Opening it up, I make an appreciative noise.

      "The works, nice," I say.

      “I know what you like.”

      Miles sits down at the kitchen table after grabbing a couple of plates from my cupboards, and we devour the pizza while throwing back a few beers.

      "So how's your arm?"

      "It's better than it was yesterday. I'm healing pretty quickly," I say.

      "That's good. Having rapid healing abilities as a shifter myself, I appreciate that," he says.

      "It's definitely needed in our line of work, that’s for sure," I say.

      Nodding, Miles cracks open another beer.

      "So I hear you have the next couple of weeks off," he says.

      “Yep.”

      "What are you going to do with that time?"

      "I don't know. I have an appointment with the hospital in a couple of days, but I figure I'll just sort of hang around," I say, shrugging my shoulders.

      "Maybe go on a date or two. Get back on that horse.”

      I shrug.

      “Maybe. But what can I say? It's harder for us minotaurs than you human-looking shifters.”

      “I know. Yeah, yeah,” he says, adding, "You should totally get out there, though, man. I mean, look at Kaidon and Walter. They both found their wives. Why can't you find your true love too?"

      "Yeah. Maybe I will. Who knows?" I say, taking a sip of my beer and letting out a satisfied pizza coma sigh.
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