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    INTRODUCTION

    AMERICAN CONSERVATISM IS STUPID, EVIL, OR BOTH



	That’s it. That’s the premise of the book.

	You overpaid, trust-fund baby propagandists over at Fox, OANN, Newsmax, and all the other echo chambers can slap that title up in your favorite color on your “news” shows and cry about why opinions like mine aren’t being censored while your free speech is under attack. Though if you read ahead, I have no doubt you’ll find many more little blurbs for you to take out of context. As you so love to do.

	But yes, that is the subject of this book. It’s a long rant — or really a collection of long rants — about right-wing American Conservative ideology, its foolish, disastrous, short-sighted, hypocritical, corrupt, greedy, wicked policies, and the failures of the people that support them.

	This isn’t called “Stupid, Evil, or Both: A Psychological Evaluation of the Conservative Ethos: A Super Scientific Socioeconomic Study: With Thousands of References to Accredited Peer-Reviewed Journals: A New York Times Bestseller”. It’s not going to be that fancy.

	Here, this is the only chart that’ll be in the whole book:

	[image: A chart showing a scale of Stupidity and Evilness. It has a dark triangle in the top right corner of the scale, indicating that all Conservative policy is stupid, evil, or both. Just as the book title suggests.]

	When I say “Conservatives” all throughout this book, I’m talking about both the passive and active supporters of right-wing platforms, and more specifically American Conservatives — From the sweet old lady in your suburb that’s faithfully voted Republican all her life, all the way to the raging MAGA zealots that stormed our Capitol.

	Some Conservatives are not inherently evil. They go about life blissfully unaware of anything going on, possessing little to no understanding of the way anything works, what the policy issues are, or how their vote impacts the society they think is just wonderful.

	They treat everyone in their sphere of influence with kindness and love, then tribalistically vote for Team R because that’s what they think they're supposed to do.

	These sorts of people might even be brilliant in their own way! Like how an astrophysicist or a neurosurgeon can still be totally ignorant about anything but space or brains. This is a common form of Conservative — the kind that supports them through a thoughtless vote alone. But thoughtless support is still support.

	Some Conservatives are extraordinarily malicious and also highly intelligent, having full sociopathic awareness of the impact and damage of their policies. They often wildly enrich themselves through the pain and suffering they cause, seeking only to amass their wealth and influence through carefully calculated schemes.

	They use their gifts for evil, and they don't care who gets hurt.

	This is the rarest form of Conservative, because Conservatism in the U.S. is, fundamentally, a vastly ignorant ideology. However, this is the kind of person that doesn’t really care about all that and simply votes for the team that will carry them to noteworthy power and unfathomable wealth. Pesky morals and ethics be damned.

	And then there’s everything else in the triangle.

	ABOUT THE BOOK

	The idea with this book is that I’ll have a general topic for each section with some sub-categories sprinkled in where relevant. I’ll rant for a while in each section like you give a shit, and then maybe give my thoughts on how things might be fixed or what Progressive policy dreams are out there. Pretty simple.

	There is no reason for the order, no hierarchy of importance, no real pattern. Just topics of interest, the ways American policies suck, and how Conservatives vote to keep it that way or make it all worse.

	As of this moment, here during my probably terribly done self-editing, it is about six months into the tangerine tyrant’s second term. The fascism has only just begun brewing. It may be in full swing before I finish the drafts, get the manuscript fully edited, and start the publishing process. Point is, by the time this book is out there, I’ve probably missed a lot of depressing news.

	That said, this book is attacking U.S. Conservatism as an ideology, not just highlighting current events. This is a commentary on the U.S. Conservative platform as much as it is a blunt criticism of the people that support it.

	I’m obviously from the United States, but the right-wing, nationalist, regressive ideologies U.S. Conservatives espouse exist all around the globe, so there will be times when the ranting has a measure of international relevance.

	I know that “Conservative” doesn’t mean the same thing everywhere around the world and that many nicer country’s Conservatives are actually the good guys. Just imagine whatever party has the most idiotic and comically malicious policies in your country — that’s who I mean. In America, it’s our Conservatives — usually of the Republican Party

	I’m not really eloquent enough to write deep, thoughtful essays on all the ways Conservative policy ruins everything. I’m just fucking mad and wrote my anger down. I needed to organize my rage in a constructive way and decided this book could be a distracting means of doing that while sharing my frustrations with the world.

	ABOUT THE RANTER

	While I personally place very little value on my own self-worth, I do appreciate context. Knowing what sort of person is ranting throughout this book is an important detail to consider. If I was some billionaire’s kid living on a luxury yacht, I wouldn’t listen to me either.

	I’m a millennial (shocker), with a mom and dad that are caricatures of your typical Boomer mentality, outlook, and general understanding of why the world is the way it is. They’ve both voted Republican their whole life and have therefore supported the development of the problems I’m ranting about. I have to imagine many others have parents just like mine.

	I won’t go much into my mom, because I do love her and I understand that her views on politics are mostly born of ignorance. Fox was the only “news” my dad watched. She fits into the set of Conservatives that I’d probably call “most easily forgiven”. The sort that doesn’t actively have a lot of hate in their heart, they just never knew much better and fell for the disinformation Fox uses regularly.

	They didn’t really think about what they were voting for beyond Team R. Their vote counted just as much as everyone, yes, but it’s that faint glimmer of hope that they could possibly come around to see reason that keeps you from being irreparably pissed at them. Like the sweet old suburb lady.

	I know some would argue that the people in this bucket are worse in some way — to be so careless about something as vital as your vote. I get that, for sure. But these are the people that can be shown a new, better way and can be converted to the light side. We can hope, anyway.

	Then there’s my dad. This slew of rants could basically be directed right at him. You couldn’t paint a better picture of the type of person I’m so angry at when discussing the state of the country.

	He grew up privileged and well-off, was rescued by numerous bailouts and handouts from his war-veteran father, and was gifted a pile of inheritance big enough to erase all debts, kill off all fiscal anxieties, and grace him with a fairly early retirement.

	Yet he insists he had no privilege, that he worked for and earned everything, and that my clueless Progressive views will ruin any shot I have at financial freedom. He has watched my own financial struggles with apathy while dangling a very modest inheritance over me.

	He’s that kind of ironically brown-skinned racist that lets it slip in ways from light comments to full-on hard R-ing while quietly reading the news on the couch, despite he himself looking like a minority. He claims to not care about gay or trans people, but still argues that the Constitution says they shouldn’t have rights. He spews conspiratorial bullshit about every Democrat’s crimes, but of course thinks the Mons Olympus-worth of Republican crimes are fake.

	You get the idea, probably because this caricature is so disturbingly common in this country. There’s so much more I could say, but I’ll let this wordy book paint that picture and save the rest for therapy. If I can afford it.

	Anyway, as for me, I was born and raised in fucking Texas, unfortunately. I grew up in a fairly average house — nothing high-class about it. I had odd jobs for extra cash, but mostly focused on school and various extracurriculars.

	I would’ve described myself as a Republican when I was younger. I also called myself a Christian. Wore the cross necklace and everything. Indoctrination and peer pressure at a young age does that, though I am now firmly agnostic.

	It wasn’t until a couple of years into college that I really shifted how I identified myself.

	Social media was just beginning to blossom in popularity at that time. The internet itself was exploding with possibility and access to information was on a logarithmic ride upwards. All I had growing up was my dad blaring Fox News too. I remember hearing him scream at the TV about Clinton doing things, how dumb he thought the Democrats were, etc. etc.

	But when I mentally developed enough for deeper introspection and was able to take advantage of the wealth of information the internet had to offer, it did not take long for me to see how utterly shit my parents’ “team” was, and how right-wing priorities and platforms were completely conflicted with my values and character.

	You see, all I had to do start actually paying attention to the goings-on of the world instead of voting for the “team” my parents rooted for.

	The university didn’t tie me to the desk and hypnotize me with Liberal programming to add another convert to their ranks. I was always a gentle, kind, empathetic person. I just, regretfully, didn’t give mind to politics until I was college-age. It was a little harder to do in a small suburban Red-state town before the internet really took off.

	My point is that I grew. More importantly, I outgrew the foolish and wicked viewpoints embedded in the Conservative mindset that surrounded me and my life. I realized that I never actually agreed with anything Republicans were saying or doing, and I only called myself Republican out of ignorant allegiance and the ramblings of my dad shitting on Democrats all my life.

	I’m just glad I became self-aware sooner rather than later.

	I also think awareness of my current financial situation gives pretty necessary context when considering everything in this book —

	My undergraduate degree was paid for almost entirely by money from my grandfather (yes, on my dad’s side) and a large pile of scholarships. I had great grades, yet the combination of a rough job market, a pinch of disillusionment, a sprinkling of depression, and a crippling dearth of self-confidence sent me down career path I later regretted.

	I eventually went back to school for a master’s degree as a sort of “reset”, which I paid for myself with federal student loans and a simple job while in school.

	I now make middle-class money. My partner, who is still working on their degree due to their own parents’ shortcomings, makes very little. We are able to save some, but not enough that an emergency or broken appliance wouldn’t set us back many months or more. I also own my home — well, a mortgage — only thanks to Covid-era interest rates.

	The point is I’m doing fine, better than many, but I still anxiously budget and fret about our financial future.
	
	Unlike my father, I recognize the privilege given to me. I don’t pretend like I had no help, and I am very grateful for the blessings I do have. I know that so many people don’t have that luxury or even a safety net to rely on, through no fault of their own.

	In summary, I am just some mostly-white, middle-class, unremarkable person. I have made many regrettable choices. I have many personal faults. I have negligible self-confidence and am highly critical of myself. I’m empathetic enough to care about this stuff, but not enough to fight the paradox of intolerance.

	I’m smart enough to see how little I know. Dumb enough to prove it with this book.

	And as I write all this, Trump is some few months into his second term and motivating this long-reformed Republican to rant in protest. It took me a few weeks to write the first draft, but it took me much, much longer to do the editing and the artwork (I know it sucks, I used free software, the print quality was disappointing, and I’m very much not an artist or graphic designer). Plenty has already happened, and even more will happen before this book is published.

	I am not an expert on anything in here. I recognize that I have as much credibility as some rando off the street. My statistics will be generalized. I’ll likely miss some nuance. My solutions to problems might be their own flavor of stupidity. My understanding of some topics may be too broad to be taken seriously.

	I will forget to mention some things. I will purposefully ignore talking about some things because of my profound ignorance regarding said things. I will rant too long about some things.

	I really can’t stress enough that I’m just pissed off and this is a book I’m writing as a kind of self-therapy. This is not a comprehensive analysis, it’s a wall of criticism. I’m bitching in book form.

	Maybe you’re a Democrat/Progressive/Leftist looking for a good ol’ circle-jerk of opinions. Maybe you’re a Republican/Conservative/Right-winger looking for more things to hate and add to your bonfire queue.

	Regardless, this book is more for me to complain and vent my perspective than it is an attempt to rally like-minded Progressives or sway uncertain Conservatives.

	I don’t expect it to go anywhere far either. This book ain’t Romantacy, so it’s not about making money. I just felt like getting my thoughts out there and I charged enough to make a few bucks per book, but nothing egregious. Printing costs are kind of nuts, apparently. Especially color.

	I chose to publish this anonymously for safety, but I probably fucked up somewhere and it might eventually come out who I am. I’d get the usual flood of online outrage, the calls for punishment, legal threats, and maybe even some real-life harassment or worse. Let’s just say I wouldn’t be worried about my life if this book was criticizing Progressives. And plenty of those books exist.

	Sharing your opinions on politics at all these days is a risk.

	I know that it’s selfish of me to invite all that worry to my family, but my partner still supports me doing this. They know how much I’ve needed to put into words the disgust I feel with a significant swath of people in this country, or really this world.

	It rattles around in my head, builds pressure like a giant pissed-off magma chamber, and erupts in short bursts of volcanic anger when my dad regurgitates the latest right-wing slop.

	I need to share my feelings. I need an atypical therapeutic outlet, and this is the best personality fit I can think up.

	So anyway, thanks for reading even just this much.

	Let’s begin.
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	OUR VOTE

	[image: A blue cup with an "I Voted" sticker is throwing Dungeons and Dragons dice. The dice themselves are shaped normally, but the die faces all have either the Republican or the Democrat insignia on them. Only one face on the D20 says the words, "Real Progress".]

	In other countries, political nuances are allowed to exist. You can have multiple parties that may be mostly similar aside from a few key issues, and voters are able to give democratic power to those distinctions.

	In the U.S. political spectrum, it might be prudent to separate the “conservative Democrats” from the “liberal Democrats” so people know how they might lean on Progressive party goals.

	No such distinction is really required for today’s Republicans, of course. They are all Conservatives, but the question becomes more about how extreme they are. Are they calmer, country club Ivy League Heritage Foundation Republicans or the screeching loyalists of the MAGA herd?

	Unfortunately for us Americans, the nuance is utterly meaningless. Our voting systems and the finances behind them ensure that it just doesn’t fucking matter.

	You vote for a single platform from one of two parties regardless of how respectable or horrendous a candidate is, and our disastrously anti-democratic, corporation-owned voting systems and campaign finance laws guarantee you have no other real choice.

	And then when it comes time for those legislators to actually represent you and why you voted for them, they instead vote straight down party lines 99% of the time. So many of these people don't even read the bills they vote for. They just check if a Republican or a Democrat wrote it and vote accordingly without any other analysis.

	So that’s it. You get to choose between the Republican candidate’s platform or the Democratic candidate’s platform and every other option is lost to the void of our “democracy”.

	THE REPUBLICAN PLATFORM

	Well then what is the Republican platform? What do they stand for?

	Republicans champion limited government and personal freedoms, to remove federal overreach, and strengthen States’ rights.

	But what they vote for is to be involved in everything you do, from your bedroom to your classroom.

	They fight to control who you can marry, what you do with your body, what books you're allowed to read, and what religion you're exposed to.
	
	They demonize as many marginalized groups as their base can remember, reaching for someone to blame for all their failings while claiming that social injustices are fiction.

	They protect freedom of speech for Christian white nationalists, but not for the LGBTQ+ community or anti-fascists.

	They demand States’ rights, but only for States that will do the bidding of a Republican Fed.

	Republicans vote for limited progressive government, not limited conservative government.

	---

	Republicans call for a market free from regulation, oversight, and government interference, where fundamental economic principles like supply and demand can decide the fate of businesses.

	But what they vote for is to rig the game so their top donors flourish and smaller businesses suffocate.

	They build a market landscape where oligarchs and the corporate elite can continue to exploit their workers and further widen the gap in wealth inequality through deregulation, union-busting, and the erosion of consumer protection law.

	They install their own protectionist economic policies, like nonsense tariffs and corporate subsidies, to mandate a Republican agenda and pass the expense onto the poorest Americans.

	They blind the prying eyes of the SEC and ethics committees to allow insider trading and crypto memecoin schemes.

	They want companies free to abuse and their rob customers and employees without fear of legal retribution.
	 
	Republicans vote for a lawless market, not a healthy, fair one.

	---

	Republicans cry for less government spending and lower taxes.

	But what they vote for is lighter burdens on those with wealth beyond reason and to force everyone else to cover the inevitable shortfalls.

	They push for less government spending on projects Americans actually need while spending unaudited amounts on the combat arm of the military, corporate subsidies, and other self-enrichment ventures.

	They burn through our tax dollars so the president can live on the golf course and dignitaries can lodge at his resorts.

	They balloon the deficit every year they own it, and bitch about or block every Democratic effort to reduce it. They directly cause the majority of economic recessions and worse through myopic, self-indulgent, and ultimately witless fiscal policy. They don’t vote for less government spending or lower taxes.

	Republicans vote to rob money from those who need it the most and spend it on elitist goals, not to fund the people’s true needs.

	---

	Republicans advocate for personal responsibility and a strong system of justice that's empowered to defend society and combat lawlessness.

	But what they vote for is to fill their party with crooks, liars, grifters, and criminal scum.

	They regularly elect brazenly corrupt, imbecilic, meritless people into the highest offices of the land.

	They manufacture crimes from the most marginalized groups in the country and ignore or reward the heinous acts committed from within their own ranks.

	They deploy a suffocating torrent of hypocrisy in the face of an adversary’s supposed misconduct, then fall deathly silent or project new realities when the crimes are of their own.

	They believe in a justice system that serves their fellows and the wealthy, rather than one that judges all equally.

	Republicans vote for a convicted felon, alleged rapist, known racist, and serial conman, not law and order for all.

	---

	Republicans vow to support our brave countrymen and to honor their service and sacrifice to our nation.

	But what they vote for is to gut veterans’ benefits, to dismantle mental health and suicide-prevention programs, to end affordable housing incentives, and to privatize the VA.

	They support our troops by perpetually keeping them at war to serve the energy giants and weapons manufacturers.

	They support our troops by treating them as a big stick to be waved for economic leverage and to threaten our allies and neighbors. 

	They support our troops by slapping a red, white, & blue bumper sticker on their trucks and a blurb on their campaign webpages.

	They support our troops like they’re the unborn, by forgetting them when their political usefulness has been exhausted.
	

	Republicans vote to abuse our troops as they do average Americans, not to support their health and wellness.

	---

	The real Republican platform is built by hypocrisy, hate, fear, and lies.

	It relies on a deluge of gaslighting and propaganda, so truth becomes meaningless and new realities are born daily.

	It obstructs justice to shield its members from any form of accountability for ethical transgressions to fully criminal acts.

	It projects on others its own tower of inadequacies to deflect blame and shape a false image of its enemies.

	It clutches a phony Christian identity to justify policies devoid of the very compassion and empathy demanded by the faith.

	It pens laws that force women and young girls to carry and birth their rapist’s baby.

	It cripples the government and intentionally orchestrates its inefficacy, all to gain support for elite-friendly tax reform.

	It seeks to revive both a thriving economic past without the taxes needed, and an ignoble social past rife with injustice and inequality.
	
  It votes against reforms meant to help their constituents yet still takes credit for any progressive change that passes.
	
  It enriches the wealthy few while harming the working many.

  It provokes culture wars and a fear of the “other” to maintain control.

  It exploits veterans and religion to ignite patriotic passions in a base conditioned to embrace tribalistic ideals without question.

	It threatens to arrest rivals for playing the same political games its own party thrives on.

	It prefers that the world burn and flood to admitting the truth of climate science and endeavoring to be better stewards of the planet.

	It cries for meritocracy while employing and elevating the most incompetent, unqualified, clueless upward failures imaginable.

	It devalues education and ignores experts while defunding research, extorting schools, and trying to rewrite history.

	It feigns concern over a debt its own policies repeatedly inflates, while lambasting opponents who reduce it.

	It blocks the public release of the Epstein client list to protect the pedophilic elite.

	It imposes as much perplexing paperwork as possible for those applying for welfare, yet bemoans any such bureaucracy for businesses.

	It views foreign aid as a tool for control and a waste of tax dollars rather than a humanitarian calling.

	It obsesses with being anti-Progressive and damaging its enemies to the point of failing to do anything positive for the country.

	It welcomes conspirators and insurrectionists among its ranks with pride.

	It emboldens our longest-standing anti-democratic foreign enemies and economic rivals.
	
	It blames the world’s problems on the disenfranchised few instead of working to solve them with equality and inclusion.

	It forces religious rules onto a land built around freedom of expression.

	It elects a geriatric moronic monument to sin and would-be tyrannical king to lead and champion its vision.

	It campaigns on limited government, yet flirts with the dream of fascism, a religious ethno-state, the consolidation of power and wealth, and the rapid erosion of checks and balances.

	THAT is the platform represented every time the (R) is chosen at the ballot box. Every single election.

	It is the platform lead by corrupted oligarchs, spineless sycophants, inept opportunists, immature bullies, shameless hypocrites, and serial liars. It is the platform that attracts authoritarians, white supremacists, warmongers, bigots, and other dangerous, ignorant idealogues.

	Oh, but what about the enlightened people that vote Republican because they are “socially liberal” but “economically conservative”? Wow, you’re so deep and nuanced! Good for you!

	Setting aside how objectively interconnected those concepts are, what “economically conservative” Republican voters mean by this is that their money is more important to them than things like civil rights equality, corporate accountability, environmental protections, healthcare reform, and every other subject that impacts a scale greater than themselves.

	Really though it’s worse than that, because Republican policy so rarely puts more money in the wallets of regular people. They always claim they are decreasing taxes, and they might do that some marginal amount (especially if you’re rich). But it's all a lie.

	But when your groceries, healthcare, childcare, education, utilities, simple pleasures, and fucking everything else in your life gets more expensive, your buying power plummets, and your financial future gets bleaker… then did you truly gain any money at all?

	It’s an illusion! They don’t save you money!

	Their “tax breaks” mantras are merely a means to further ease the burden for the wealthy. That’s all there is to it.

	Saying you are “economically conservative” only means you failed to notice how many different ways Conservative policy financially fucks you, and your empathy is frailer than your greed.

	Now if you’re exceptionally wealthy, then sure, choosing such an economic policy might make sense for you! But I’d wager most Conservative voters can’t afford that country club membership.

	When you vote Republican, you choose this platform and the sum of its parts to govern our future. You cannot vote for an economic platform without the attached social platform because we don’t get that granular level of choice in our leaders. You decide which policies are most valuable to you and shape the legacy of our shared country.

	And the legacy of the Republican platform is stupidity and evil.

	THE DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM

	So if the Republicans have the stupid, evil platform, that means the Democrats should be the fierce warriors of truth and benevolence, right? Haha right?

	The fact is that while the Democrats have traditionally been a force for good, even progressive change in the country, there are still far too many old, conservative-leaning Democrats in office to enact the transformative Newer Deal change this country desperately needs.

	It's the Me Generation Boomer dinosaurs clinging to their power and status, guzzling their corporation-backed campaign funds, and blocking bright, young Progressives from taking the reins. This Democratic Party is the same one caught organizing smear campaigns against their fellows so they could foist their own deeply unpopular candidate onto the ballot. Everyone saw that Hillary had the charisma of a spoiled potato.

	Our Democrats would be seen as center-right in other countries. We have no true Progressive party, and our current system wouldn’t ever allow for one to flourish.

	We are stuck with the Democrats to fight evil — And they lose too frequently and capitulate too readily.

	They have had full dominance of the government before — a few times even. I realize that legislation takes time, but why is it that when the Republicans take over, their team seems prepped and ready to implement a tsunami of unpopular, wicked, often illegal policies while the Democrats twiddle their thumbs or even reach across the aisle to join? Like when they vote to confirm Trump’s disaster of a Cabinet.

	You aren’t supposed to stay friends and negotiate with fascists!

	Each time the Dems held the majority, they could have voted in perfect lockstep with Progressive policy pushes. They could have implemented safeguards against people like Trump and his cronyism. They could have made real strides to reform the things that need it most.

	They could have pushed to expand the courts, to pave the way for universal healthcare, to improve the federal minimum wage, to heavily increase taxes on the wealthy, to ban congressional stock trading, to make the poorest in our country healthier and happier, to make education more accessible than ever, to enshrine the freedom of choice for women, to protect the rights of marginalized communities, to make the government less corrupt and more democratic, and all the other policies I rant about in this stupid book.

	They make little attempts at all of this here and there and sometimes celebrate small victories. But most of the efforts they make are not bold enough. They get stopped and blocked and voted down even by their own fellows. It feels like they do just enough to tell Progressives, “See? We are trying!”

	Most of the old guard Democrats like their corporate money and insider trading. They like upholding the illusion of working for good without the colossal sacrifices necessary to accomplish that good. Being performative is so much easier than actually doing anything.

	Look at how they behave when any Progressive wins a seat or even just attempts to gain political ground! They defend the status quo, not democracy. It’s hard not to lump right-leaning Dems in with the worst — with everyone else I criticize in this angry book.

	Now I’m not trying to discount the loads of Democrats in office that are trying to be forces for good. They are out there battling, challenging as much Republican fuckery as they can. You can watch them on C-SPAN being outspoken critics of Conservative stupidity and evil.

	I feel for them, and I’d vote for their leadership in a heartbeat (assuming their voting record matches their bark). It must be exasperating to be constantly thwarted by your own party’s fecklessness and stoicism in the face of a budding authoritarian regime.

	The sad truth is that it will take a vast valley of gravestones before the influence of this Old Guard fades. Don’t get all worked up, I just mean the Boomers have to pass on. Via time. Time takes us all. Anyway.

	The only thing that will stop the rise of fascism is an opposing force both willing and strong enough to push back, and the current Democratic Party has proven several times that they are not an adequate force.

	That doesn’t mean they lose my vote, for now. The system we have won’t allow me to vote any other way if I want to prevent stupidity and evil from taking charge.

	The Democrats are, at the very least, the team that puts out the most good and tries to block as much Republican vitriol as they can.

	I’m still furious with them, but do you blame the arsonists for starting the fires, or do you blame the firefighters that brought squirt guns instead of hoses?

	OUR VOTING SYSTEMS

	Our voting systems pretty intentionally cause this debilitating lack of choice. Two teams battling it out makes for great marketing, after all.

	To start, first-past-the-post is the dumbest fucking way to do democracy. It is mathematically impossible for the system to output anything but two parties. Other folks can certainly throw their hat in and make some waves, but they will always be bound to the will of the largest groups.

	Even if they got as much as 30% of the vote, their extent of representation and influence within the government would not even remotely reflect the share of votes they won.

	And worse still, these third parties often do nothing but siphon support from the most like-minded main party. A highly progressive third-party candidate would irrefutably seize votes from Democratic candidates, which would only lead to Republican victory.

	Imagine this — you’ve got three parties vying for leadership of the government. Republicans, Democrats, and let’s call them Bernies.

	The Bernies get 31% of the popular vote.

	The Democrats get 34% of the popular vote.

	The Republicans get 35% of the popular vote.

	The Republicans win this election in our FPTP system — Despite the fact that Bernie progressive policy more closely aligns with the Democrats, and that 99% of the Bernie voters would pick Democrats with no other choice. That 65% combined majority is meaningless. It’s so fucking stupid and not at all a representative democracy.

	And it gets even worse when you look at the Electoral College.

	There’s a really good reason why it’s usually only Republicans ever arguing to keep that shit system in place.

	You can spin it any way you want, but in practice it means that the people living in the most populated areas have a fraction of the voting power and representation as those in some cornfield flyover Red state.

	Why is it a-okay to eradicate the voting power of millions upon millions of densely populated urbanized states to coddle the sparsely populated rural plains?

	Why do so many just shrug at the notion of “swing states” as if it makes total sense that these few places get more election attention than dozens of states combined?
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Figure 1. An illustration showing the placement of all
American Conservative policy on the Stupid-Evil Scale
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