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Angels are interesting creatures. There are legions of them (millions). They are called the host of Heaven. In the book of Job the English translation has God calling them Morning stars and sons of God. Like Adam they were all special creations, but they do not die. They are spirits and have no flesh and bones. Angel means messenger. It has been recorded that angels sometimes appear to look human and can speak, eat, fight and do work. Two angels accompanying the Lord when he visited Abraham ate the food Sara had prepared. These two then walked into Sodom to rescue Lot and his family. The townspeople wanted to have sex with these angels that looked like men, but the angels blinded the crowd at the door. An angel spoke to Mary and then to Joseph about the birth of Jesus. Another spoke to the women at the tomb of Jesus. Both Daniel and John were told about the future by angels. Others strengthened Jesus after his wilderness experience. Another let Peter out of prison. One single-handedly rolled the huge stone away from the tomb of Jesus. In Hebrews 1 it says angels are all ministering spirits to those who will inherit salvation. That’s reassuring because one angel slaughtered 185,000 Assyrians. Another (or the same one) killed all the first-born of Egypt. And these are generally considered to be the obedient good angels.

There is another set of angels that chose to be disobedient. With their leader Haylel, translated in Latin as Lucifer, they rebelled and rejected the goodness of God. They were expelled from heaven, although they retained their angelic estate (a heavenly spiritual condition called oiketerion in Greek). This “estate” is what Christians long to have (2 Corinthians 5:1-2). But there was a time when some of these angels shed this estate. Jude says they “left their proper abode.” This means they entered the human realm (forbidden to them). These are the ones spoken of in Genesis 6.

Why would angels divest themselves of this heavenly oiketerion? It seems fallen angels can act a little like fallen humans. (Fallen means sinful, willfully fallen from God’s grace.) Remember when Eve was hanging out near the Tree of the Knowledge of Good and Evil, just sitting there, daydreaming about it, wondering what it would be like to eat of it. It was because she was there tempting herself that Satan was able to lie to her and easily coax her to surrender to her urge to be disobedient. Well, the Bible implies that there were fallen angels (translated in English as sons of God) just sitting around watching the humans now on Earth. I guess they had nothing better to do since they had quit their jobs and had been evicted from Heaven. Apparently they were girl watching. They had seen that the daughters of men were beautiful and desirable. By this I have to assume fallen angels can have uncharacteristic and unrighteous urges like lust. Here is where I can envision Lucifer sidling up to them, lying to them and giving them the same kind of performance that had worked so well with Eve, you know, goading them into action by telling them they could be like gods to the women. So these angels shed their oiketerion. They then evidently had physical bodies (became what we call extraterrestrial aliens?) and also had the ability to do more than just eat earthly food and kill humans; they could interact sexually with these beautiful and desirable daughters of Adam. Yes, this certainly sounds strange, but Genesis 6 says they “took whichever women they chose.” It doesn’t say the women went eagerly or whether they had been taken as slaves. [If we judge by today we see that beautiful women frequently choose the notorious (fallen angel) type or powerful men.] I’ll bet the (comparatively powerless) human men were angry that the powerful aliens were taking all the alluring women. But then, I’ll bet all of Adam’s daughters were beautiful, so the aliens probably took them all.
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