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Copyright and Dedication

Copyright © 2025 by Wayne Stellar

All rights reserved. This book or any portion thereof may not be reproduced or used in any manner whatsoever without the express written permission of the publisher except for the use of brief quotations in a book review.

Dedicated to every child who knows that the best adventures are found right outside your window, if you just wait patiently for the mist to clear.
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CHAPTER 1: THE PASSENGER IN THE MIST

Leo loved the mountain train station. It was small and quiet, tucked right into the side of the mountain where the air always smelled crisp and clean. It was made of old, dark wood that was perpetually damp, smelling strongly of pine trees and a little bit of warm, burnt coal smoke from the passing engines.
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