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In Loving Memory of Brother Web.




I remember spending several minutes after church each Sunday talking as I waited for my mother to make her way to the car.  He made me feel like my writing was important. Those encouragements helped me to become the writer I am today. 














  
  
Scripture




“For with much wisdom comes much sorrow;


the more knowledge, the more grief.”


(Ecclesiastes 1:18) NIV
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“Zamfira, why are you crying?” My mother hugged me. 

I wiped my eyes dry.  “I'm sorry mother, I didn't mean to.”

“You don't have to apologize for crying.  I love you.”  She gave me another side hug.  “It's okay to feel what you feel.”  She brushed a stray tear from my face.  “How can I help you?”

“Roderick got married today, to someone else.  He promised me he was going to marry me.”  I held up the thin band he had given me.  I started sobbing.  “I'm never going to get married.  I'll never have what you and Pa have.  I've been waiting for Roderick to come back from the war for eight years... and... and...”  I choked.  “He's with someone else.  I thought he loved me.”  I sobbed.  “Love isn't supposed to be like this.”  I fell into my mother's arms.

She held me tightly.  “No Honey, it's not.”  She rubbed my back.  

The pain in my heart was deep.  I didn't know what to do.  I kept crying, because I didn't know how to stop.  

Finally, I swallowed my tears enough to talk.  “Now, I'm too old to get married.”  I started sobbing again.  

My mother cupped my hands in hers.  “I love you Zamfira.  You are perfect just the way you are.  Roderick doesn't know what he is missing.  It hurts now, but someday...”  My mother paused.   “...if you let yourself, you can fall in love again, and this time it will be with the right man.  And if you never find anyone, you will still be perfect, and can live a happy life.”  My mother paused.  “I love you, Princess.”

I swallowed.  “But I want to get married.”

My mother had a slight smile appear on her lips.  “I know, dear girl.  I know.”  She leaned her head next to mine. 

“And I'm already an old maid.”  I wiped a tear away.  

“Your 25th birthday isn't until the spring.  You are still young enough to find love.”  My mother kissed me on the forehead.  “Now, would be a great time to pray about it.”  She smiled.  

I nodded.  “I guess I should have already done that, huh?”  

My mother had a soft, nonjudgmental smile on her lips.  “Sometimes when we're hurting, praying can be a challenge.”  She took my hand, and gave it a squeeze.  “Just know that God loves you, and is always ready to listen and...”  She paused.  “...the odds are, he'll have a solution.”  

I nodded again.  

“Dear Lord, please help Zamfira find peace.  We know now that Roderick isn't meant to be her husband.  She still would like to be married one day. Please God, lead Zamfira to her other half.  Heal her heart, and help her to look to you in times of trouble for your guidance.  Please bless her beyond all measure.  And above all, your will be done, in Jesus' name, amen.”  My mother smiled at me.  “With or without a man in your life, it's going to be okay.  After all, you are a Povestitor.”  My mother's eyes radiated love.  

“Thank you, mother.  I needed that.”  I smiled for the first time in days.    
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Iwalked into town. Everyone gave me knowing looks. They were polite enough not to say anything. I wasn't sure what to say, even if they spoke up about Roderick, and his new bride. 

I made my way to the Library.  It was comprised of three bookshelves.  I put the three books I had read this past week on the shelf.  The Librarian was out to lunch.  She didn't care if I came in here without her.  

I scanned the titles.  I had read everything in here at least two or three times.  My fingers landed on a book of fairy tales.  I took it off the shelf, and flipped through the book, and examined the pictures.  I felt happier.  

“That's it!”  I closed the book, and took off running out of the Library.  

I ran straight into Roderick.  My heart leapt in my chest, and then sorrow flooded.  My book fell to the ground.  

Roderick picked up the book, and handed it to me.  “Um... look Zamfira, I'm sorry.  I know we were...”  He paused.  “...but that was before... and...”  He paused again. “I thought you had probably found someone else...”  His sentence trailed off.  “And I met...”  He glanced over his shoulder.  “Anyway... I hope someday you can forgive me.”  Roderick's eyes were genuinely sorrowful.  

I swallowed.  My heart was aching.  “God wants us to forgive everyone.”  I finally told him as I clutched my book.  

“I see you are still reading.”  He smiled as he tried to lighten the mood.  

“Yes.”  I nodded.  I wasn't sure what to say.

“Thank you for your forgiveness.”  Roderick carefully walked away.  

I hadn't quite given it, but I kept my mouth shut.  Right now, I was too hurt to be angry.  More than anything, I felt sorry for myself.  Roderick's appearance was supposed to bring back my happily ever after with children of my own.  Instead, it brings up tales of never meant to be's.  I continued walking home.  I had almost forgotten about the book in my hand.  What I need right now was a decent fairy tale, my own happily-ever-after.  

That day, I began to dream about my happily ever after, a handsome man that would actually cherish me.  Someone that I could build a life with, just like my mother, Angeline, had built with my father, Dorin.  
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“Mother! It's done!” I ran into the house. 

“What's done Zamfira?”  My mother came out, wiping her apron with concern.  

“It's beautiful!”  I grabbed her hand.  “I have to show you.”

My mother's eyes narrowed.  “What must you show me?”  

“The village.”  I rubbed my necklace that mother got me for my 17th birthday out of nervous energy.  

We were standing in a village very much like the one we lived in.  My mother walked around.  She turned to face me.  Her eyes were full of bewilderment.  

“This...”  I spun around.  “...is my village.  Is it okay if I name it after you?”  

“If that's what you want.”  My mother was surprised.  “We're not in town?”

I shook my head no fervently.  “This is the grand old village of Angeline.  It's a place where everyone finds their true love, and lives happily-ever-after.”  I spun in a circle.  “Isn't it wonderful?”

“It's lovely Zamfira.  How do people get here?”  My mother stepped closer.  

I rubbed my jaw.  I knew about this place, but there was no reason for everyone to know.  I reached for my necklace.  

“I, Zamfira, am telling a story about the grand old village of Angeline, where no one can ever die, time never truly passes, and all Storytellers find their true love...”  I thought of my birthday coming up.  “...by the time the last person in the couple turns 25.  All Storytellers will come here to keep their storytelling abilities from this day forward.  If they win Part one of the Quest, and stay in Angeline one year, they will keep their abilities thenceforth.”
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