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Chapter 1 The Job

Phillipe’s eyes darted too and fro. He nearly jumped when Zeta arrived. She was so quiet, that he didn’t realize she was there until he had turned around. “Zeta!”

“Hello, Phillipe.” She blinked.

“Still not going to smile?”

She shrugged her shoulders.

“Very well. Are you ready to get started?”

She nodded her head.

“Good. Over here. I’ve been writing up some notes of things I want in my book.”

“I see and on actual paper. Why not use a computer?”

“Because I don’t want anyone but you to see the notes before the book is released.”

“Oh.”

There was a noise. Phillipe turned his head in the direction of the sound. Zeta saw what it was.

“It’s just a bird.”

“Right.” He paused to sigh. “Where were we?”

“Looking at your notes.”

“Oh, yes.” He picked up his paper notes. “I hope you can read them.”

She blinked as she looked at the papers in his hand. “Yes, I can thanks to your penmanship.”

He smiled. “So, you can crack a joke at my expense.”

“I wasn’t joking. Most people can’t even write out the letters of the alphabet anymore. Your handwriting is very legible.”

“Very, well. Have it your way.” He handed her the notes. “Do you have any questions for me?”

“Hmm.” She looked over his notes. She scanned the pages as best as she could. “It looks detailed enough.”

“So you won’t have to embellish anything?”

She looked up at him. “Why would I? Your notes are very straightforward.”

“Oh, I see.”

There was a thump outside the room. Both turned their heads in the direction of the noise.

He gasped. “Uh…”

“What is it?”

“Perhaps you better go. Just take the notes with you.”

She slipped the notes carefully into her bag. “As you wish.”

“You need to hurry.”

She narrowed her eyes at him. “Why?”

“I… I can’t tell you. But I wrote everything you need to know down in my notes. Keep them safe. Don’t let anyone see them.”

She gaped at him.

“Hurry. Now. Before someone catches you on the property.”

She closed her mouth. Then her bag. She nodded her head and left the room just as quietly as she had entered. Her mind was in a whirl. But she didn’t run. She walked. And not fast enough.


Chapter 2 Caught

Zeta walked as quickly as she could. She wasn’t able to run anymore. Not since the accident. But she still tried to walk as fast as she could. There was something about the way Phillipe had said he couldn’t tell her and the way he had been acting that made her try to hurry. But she wasn’t fast enough. She heard the sirens and gasped.

Still she couldn’t move fast enough. She hoped Phillipe was alright, but she wasn’t so sure now. She kept walking. She heard the emergency vehicles get closer. Not only they were too fast for her, they also could fly. She could never fly. She was just an elf. What on Titanium was going on? Titanium was the only planet she had ever lived in. It was the next planet further out from the sun from Platinum.

Phillipe’s words echoed in her head.

She knew she would read his notes more carefully once she was safely at home. But when would she get home? She heard someone running behind her.

“Stop! Come back here!” It was a male voice.

Zeta sighed and stopped walking. There was no point. He would catch her. She turned around slowly to face him. He stopped in front of her and held up his badge. She could see he was a detective and an elf. She blinked.

“Ma’am, I need to ask you some questions.”

She nodded her head and bit her lip.

He blinked. Was there something wrong with him? He had never found any suspects attractive before. “Please don’t be afraid. Just answer truthfully.” He raised his tiny scanner that was attached to his right middle finger to her face. “I see you’re Zeta. You’re a writer.”

Zeta nodded her head.

“Why are you here?”

“I was hired by Phillipe to ghostwrite a book for him. We just had a meeting today. He wanted me to come in person to make sure I got his notes.”

Detective Julian nodded and took some notes. “I see.” He looked up at her. “So, how long ago did you see him?”

“Oh, about 15 minutes ago.”

“So, just before he died.”

Her eyes got big and round. “What?”

“Yes, Phillipe is dead now. How long have you known him?”

“Only for about a month.”

“That long?”

“Well, I’ve heard about him before that, as I’m sure most everyone has.”

“Yes. He was a quite popular entrepreneur. How did you get your ghostwriting job?”

“I was networking to find some work. I offered my skills as a writer. Then a mutual acquaintance of ours introduced us. Phillipe said he was looking for a ghostwriter to help him with a book. He didn’t think he could write well enough for his story to be told and be interesting.”

“Ah, yes, I’ve seen some of the things he’s written and have heard him speak. He’s not good on his own.”
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