
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


“But when Jesus saw it, He was much displeased, and said to them, ‘Suffer the little children to come unto Me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God.”’
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Chapter 1

Little But Significant
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It all started when Samuel and Sally Ann watched their youngest daughter take charge of their family’s musical jam session for the very first time. Jannette was only five, well almost six at that time. They knew long before this happened that their baby had that something extra special. It was not only because she was their little girl. But it was when she started talking in full sentences even before she was eighteen months old. Her big, and her only sister, Susanne, who is fully grown and is working full time at the Sugarhill bank and Trust where their older brother, Seth, works as the senior loan officer. 

Susanne continues to coach little Jannette. Their parents, with Suanne’s help, have schooled this little girl. She learned to read right after her third birthday. From that time on her mom, Sally Ann, was challenged to keep Jannette fed a new supply of reading materials. She reads almost anything that is set in front of her.

By the time Jannette was four she’d shared with her parents her plan to be either an astronaut or a brain surgeon when she grows up. This revelation would likely have shocked most parents, but they took this information in stride because of all her accomplishments to this point. She had already learned to play several musical instruments. And she was then challenging each of her siblings who were much older to learn all these things as well.

Her other brother, Troy, who is almost seventeen, is more of a jock than a scholar. He remained frustrated by his little sister’s persistent challenges. He tries to keep his distance from her, which is not easy with both of them living in the same house. 

Big sister, Susanne, is the opposite from Troy. She likes to receive any of  these ideas that are presented by her little sister. She takes these as a ways to improve her own capabilities, to better herself. She is learning a lot even with the limited time she has after working full time, as well as, spending some of her off time with her boyfriend, Doyle Smithton.

Susanne has thought of getting her own place. What stopped her is her not knowing if her boyfriend/girlfriend relationship with Doyle will last. She had some ongoing doubts that they might have any kind of future together. These doubts are because Doyle has been keeping the news about them dating a secret from his dad for more than two years. Susanne has no idea why Will Smithton has this lifelong grudge against her dad. Doyle has never explained to her the real reason for this ongoing feud. Only that it has gone on for over twenty five years going back to when both dads were in high school. All Susanne really knows is Doyle’s dad had long ago forbade both Doyle and his mom, Bethany, from having anything to do with any of her family.

. . . . . . . . . . . .

Back to little Jannette, she has a way of stealing the hearts of all who have any contact with her. Bethany Smithton, Doyle’s mother, is just one more of Jannette’s successful conquests. Every member of Jannette’s own family are a part of this, except Troy, her teenage brother. He simply tries to avoid any contact with her for fear of being challenged by her. He remains in a state of disbelief that someone so little can scare a big tuff football guy like himself. 

One of the few things he does like is her leading, or organizing, their family musical jam sessions on Sunday afternoons. He goes out of his way to be included in any of these. Well, so do all the rest of the family and many friends as well. Troy loves to play his drums and goes out of his way to be involved. Sometimes their oldest sibling, Seth, who lives in his own place, also shows up to join in on their musical fun, and to once again get to eat his mom’s cooking.

Once Jannette became involved with these sessions she finds a way to get others in on this fun Sunday afternoon event. She encourages them bring their smaller musical instruments. She has them gather shortly after church, inside on rainy days, or outside when the weather allows. She even urges any holdouts to show up every Sunday morning at their church services as well. She has even found a way to include some of their neighbors. Her parents are always open to this as well. This opens the door for them to witness to those that may not be churched. Of course, most all of their music is faith based. So this allows others to hear the words of the message of God’s gospel through song.

There is this one couple Sally Ann has befriended more than once hoping to win them over to the Lord. Once Little Jannette got involved with leading these sessions, this couple was won over instantly. She displays her winning ways first by getting them to come for the jam session. Then she invited them to church the very next Sunday morning. Sally Ann had heard her invite them. And she overheard them agree to come. Sally Ann mentioned this to Samuel later that evening, “Our own little evangelist is really out there at work in God’s kingdom.”

Neither of them were all that surprised by her regular kingdom activities. They had taught Jannette from day one that godly fellowship is the most natural thing for all of us to do.

Following their last Sunday jam session Jannette informed her mom, “Mom, I’ve changed my mind. I’ve decided I’m going to be an evangelist or missionary instead of an astronaut or a brains surgeon when I grow up.”

Sally Ann just smiled, then nodded her head before responding, “Sweetheart, I believe you can be whatever put your mind to be.”

Often times Sally Ann feels like she is carrying on a conversation with an adult rather than her little six year old daughter. She thinks back to how Susanne was at that age playing with dolls and little girl things. However Jannette has shown very little interest in dolls. She is more into finding how and why everything works. Her mind seems to hone in researching all these things. 

Sally Ann sat back and surmised, ‘How very different are my two girls. God created us all as different personalities and with different gifts.’ 
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Chapter 2
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A Life of Challenges



School is still another area where Jannette excels even much more than Jannette’s siblings had ever done at that age. Even at her school often times some of her teachers feel like they are the students and Jannette is their teacher. They each find keeping her fueled with adequate materials to work at her level is just one more of their ongoing challenges. Some have admitted to Jannette’s parents that they have sought advice from the school principle and later with the district superintendent. Both have advised getting her parents involved in considering advancing Jannette up two higher grade levels. They all agreed so she was skipped ahead two additional levels. This accomplished one clear result. This took away her last teacher’s problem student, as if anyone could considered Jannette a problem. It simply moved her into another teacher’s responsibility. 

So this is how Jannette landed in Mrs. Johnson’s classroom. This turned out to be a very good thing for both Mrs. Johnson and little Jannette. Mrs. Johnson found out that first day about Jannette’s winning personality and her leadersip abilities. She already had two advanced students in her classroom. Jannette fit in well with both of them. Jannette immediately became their lead. Mrs. Johnson also found these three creative girls to be a good challenge to her other twenty two students. This was much like Jannette had done to her big sister, Susanne. And as she had also tried motivating Troy, her seventeen year old brother. 

Mrs. Johnson decided to use Jannette, a natural leader for her advanced threesome group. She also found that most of her other students did respond in a positive way to the encouragement given by Mrs. Johnson’s three advanced students. She determined from the encouragement from these three that the other students also took to these presented challenges. The net was a positive results for all, except for possibly one or two of her other students. The result was an increase in the overall average scores in Mrs. Johnson’s entire class which she saw as a very good thing. She also concluded this is something she might also share with some other teachers. So she offered to loan out her three advanced students to some of her peers. Not surprisingly, this proved to be an overall positive benefit to all. 

It didn’t take long before these results came to the attention of their school principal. He also gladly shared this information with the acting school district superintendent. Both of these brought the attention and recognition back to Mrs. Johnson. It also brought attention back to her three advanced students who had started this all. 

Jannette, Jillian, and Jennifer were honored at a special event held in the multi-purpose building at their school. This gathering also included each of the parents of these three honorees.

Both Samuel and Sally Ann were not all that surprised to be invited to this event. But they were well pleased with it all. It was after this program that Mrs. Johnson took Samuel and Sally Ann aside. She shared that it was their Jannette who had started this process when she’s shown her willingness to challenge, as well as, encourage her fellow students to apply their full efforts. Once the other students saw how their hard work was the answer to getting better grades this whole movement of challenging had begun to grow.

Somewhere in one of Mrs. Johnson many conversations with Jannette she had mentioned she had a desire to start a sign designing business. The very next day Jannette approached her with several ideas. Jannette told her how she could start this part time with very little up front financial investment. Jannette explained it could be started during her summer off from work. She also suggested Mrs. Johnson should let other teachers and school employees know of her plans. This shared promo information might bring some who will have need for her sign service.

It was just days later that the school principal approached her with questions about building some signs for the multi-purpose building and cafeteria. He explained what he had in mind and the location for each sign. She then completed these over the following weekend. 

She showed them to the principal before classes started on Monday morning. He then agreed for Mrs. Johnson’s husband to install these signs after school that same afternoon. After this was competed word quickly spread about her part time sign making business. She shared with Jannette that she has been busy almost every weekend working on orders for signs. 

Then she shared with a fellow teacher, “The rest of my week is spent trying to keep up with all the demands of my students. These included especially keeping my three special charges busy with a flow of reading and study materials. They are always hungry for more reading and projects to keep them busy and content.”

At the end of the school year their school set a record for the number of students that had appeared on the honor roll month after month. Much of this credit given was the result of the work done by the three advanced students in Mrs. Johnson’s class. In Mrs. Johnson’s opinion, Jannette was the self-appointed leader for her three advanced students. Both Jill and Jennifer seemed to be content to be willing participants.
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Chapter 3

Mom’s Renewed Challenges

[image: ]




During her summer break Jannette spent much of her time studying the books one through twenty seven in an old issue of the encyclopedia Britannica. Her parents had bought these volumes years ago for their two older children when they were entering school back then. Sally Ann remembers that they had made monthly payments for a whole year to acquire all of these twenty seven volumes. 

Jannette’s sister, Susanne, had spent time studying in some of these when she was beginning to read. But now Jannette started the first book soaking up this vast knowledge. Within two weeks she was already in book five. Sally Ann felt that Jannette might get all the way through all twenty seven volumes by the end of her summer break. If she does get all the way through, should Sally Ann consider investing in a newer version? She mentioned her question to Samuel that evening. 

He offered this thought, “It may be a good idea to order the replacements now. After all those old ones were printed long before the Twin Towers in New York City were destroyed. It would be good for her to study something more up to date.”

Sally Ann responded, “Okay, I’ll see if I can find the latest issue and get it ordered right away.” 

Then she added, “I had to dust off that old set. They have been stored up in our attic for so long. I had Troy store them years ago. He went up and brought them down two weeks ago. Now, if I find a new version I may have to find a home for these older ones. I really don’t want to keep them if we do find the new addition.”

Sally Ann was starting to feel kind of left behind with her limited knowledge of world events that Jannette was learning about in her daly studies. She felt that one day she may not have enough knowledge to keep up a conversation with her own daughter. She had this discussion with Samuel one evening while expressing her concerns.

He listened to her worries and offered his assurances, “Sweetheart, you have forty five years of life experiences, you’ve given birth to four children, and you’ve served the Lord for all these years we’ve been together. You have had so many life experiences, you should have no reason to be concerned.” 

Then he added, “Besides God tells us to be anxious for nothing but with prayer and supplication make your requests made know to Him.”

He went on, “Jannette is smart enough to understand that you can’t possibly keep up with her in her race to gain knowledge and information.

She leaned over and kissed his cheek, “See, you have helped me with something I’ve been dwelling on most of the day. I can take my concerns to Him and He will direct my path.” 

It was late August when school started back that Sally Ann felt some relief from her own pursuit of knowledge. Her youngest daughter is now in her own element for several hours each day. She had talked with Samuel about her doubts about keeping up with Jannette. His advice was to make her requests known to God through prayer and supplication. She had done that. It made her feel closer to normal, maybe even close to adequate. Even when she and Jannette carried on any extensive, learned conversation, she didn’t feel quite so inadequate. Mostly she felt like she was talking with her little girl. It was only when their conversation moved to something deeper that she started thinking of Jannette as an adult. 

Her thoughts, ‘I just hope that she will realize that she is still a child. She still has her whole childhood years to live.’

It was just a few days later that it happened. Troy, her brother, was supposed to pick up Jannette from school. He got distracted first by his football practice, and after by watching the team’s cheerleading girls practicing. He had his eye on one gal in particular. By the time he remembered where he was supposed to be, he was almost an hour late arriving over to Jannette’s school. When he drove up she wasn’t out in front waiting for him. 

He raced into the school office only to find out she wasn’t there either. Panic set in at that point. He pulled out his cell phone and called home. His mom answered in tears. He could barely understand what she was telling him. He did get the main part of her message. She had received a call from a strange woman telling her that she had his little sister. She wanted $25,000.00 before she would release Jannette.

Troy was instantly angry, not just at this woman, but also at himself. His first thought was what he would do to that woman if he could only be there where she was. His next thought was for his mom and dad and the rest of the family. He couldn’t even comprehend how they must feel at that moment.

Finally Sally Ann was able to get control of her emotions. 

She spoke out loud, “Jannette is a smart little girl. That lady is no match for her. I believe she will outwit this woman. She told me ‘no police,’ so I haven’t called them. But I do... do need to call her dad and the rest of our fam..... family. So Troy, please come home and we will try to determine what to do next. Also, if....if you haven’t prayed do so right..... now!”

. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Jannette looked at the woman before she asked, “Can I ask you a question?”

The woman looked at her before responding, “Okay, ask away.”

Jannette forced a smile, “Okay, can I ask why you took me. I mean why me?”

The woman looked sad before she finally answered, “I...  I lost my little girl just a month ago. She was really sick for a long time. I had to quit my job so I could be home to care for her. She was...was my life and I miss her something awful. When I saw you standing there outside of the school I had this thought. You...you could take her place. But then I remembered how much I’ve fallen behind on my bills and my rent. I need money even more than even needing my.... family back.”

Jannette had a tear run down her cheek. The woman reached over and wiped it away.

Jannette then spoke softly, “Thanks for wiping away my tear.”

Then Jannette added, “I’m so sorry for your loss. Would it help if you told me about your little girl?”

The woman took a deep breath before she started, “Yea....yeah, that could help. It happened just two months ago. She was only six at that time. She was fine until school was out last spring but by the end of June she started feeling bad. By August she was so sick I had to quit my job to take care of her full time. Chrissy was so sweet even until the end. There was nothing either I or the doctors could do to make her better. At the end she had lost all her hair, even her eye lases and eye brows. I....I miss her something awfil, more.... more than I can tell.”

Jannette found herself rubbing the woman’s arm as she listened to her sad story. 

Then she said, “I don’t even know your name. I’m Jannette, what is your name?”

The woman hesitated for just a second, “My name is Susan. We’ve lived here for three years since my ex-husband left us to move on with another woman. Chrissy was only three when he left. Now I’m all alone and without work I may have to move on too.”

Jannette paused for a moment before she responded, “Susan, you sound like a smart lady. I believe you could possibly go back to your old job, or maybe find a new better one. Have you gone out to find work?”

Susan was nodding her head, “Yeah you’re probably right. I left my job on good graces. Maybe I could go back there. Or, if not there then, I might find some other place to get my life back on track. Yeah, I think I’ll go do that right away.”

Jannette quickly asked two questions, “Susan, do you know God loves you? Have you ever turned your troubles and questions over to Him?”

She was now shaking her head, “Do you think He will help me even after all the bad things I’ve done?”

Jannette nodded and responded, “Yes, my mom and dad tell me God will help all who call out to Him for His help.”

Then she went on, “There is a scripture in the Bible where the Lord Jesus says He came to seek and to save all who are lost. That includes everyone including you and me. Do you want to call out to Him right now?”

Susan now had tears in her eyes and she nodded her head, “Yes – yes I do!”

Jannette had her repeat the sinner’s prayer just as she had heard her pastor do so many times before.

Susan repeated this and then fell on her knees weeping before God.

Jannette held up her hands in praise to God. When Susan stopped weeping Jannette than decided she ask Susan to please take her home to her family. She had already decided to ask her parents to not press charges against Susan.

Susan finally stood and she was the one who suggested they call Jannette’s parents. She said, “It’s time I take you home to your own mama.”

Jannette offered, “Susan, I will tell them I don’t want them to press charges against you. I want you to meet them and I also want you to go with us to church come next Sunday.”

Then Jannette added, “I also think you need to call your landlord and any others to make arrangements to pay them your back payments. You need your place here. My prayer is that hopefully they will work with you.”

Susan nodded her head, “Jannette, you are an amazing girl. Just how old are you?”

Jannette just smiled, “I just turned seven two months ago.”

Susan acknowledge, “So you were an early gift to your parents and family. Seven years old, they are truly fortunate to have you.”

Susan offered to let Jannette call home. She heard her tell her parents that she is alright, “Susan is bringing me home safe and sound. Also, I don’t want you to charge Susan with anything. She and I will explain it all when we get there.”

. . . . . . . . . . .  

When they arrived Jannette convinced Susan to come in and meet her family. All of them were there. Troy was the first to pick up his little sister and hug her. 

He had tears in his eyes when he whispered in her ear, “I was really late. Please forgive me.” 

After the whole family were able to welcome their youngest back home, Sally Ann played the hostess and invited everyone to come into the great room.

Jannette was quick to start a full explanation of all that had happened. As she progressed in her talk, things and attitudes changed from suspicion and anger to sheer joy and gratefulness. 

Sally Ann, always the servant, spoke, “Forgive me for my laziness but does anyone need something to drink, and has anyone eaten lately? I mean has anyone had supper?”

Susanne stood and offered, “Come on Mom, I’ll help you get anything we all need.”

Samuel smiled and offered advice, “I’m hungry. I haven’t had pizza in a while. Why don’t we order in?”

Troy smiled as he spoke next, “Since I still have my driving privileges let’s call an order in and I’ll go pick it up.”

Susan spoke up next, “I –I don’t want to take advantage of your family’s supper plans. Why don’t I just leave?”

Everyone spoke at the same time.

Samuel was the strongest voice, “Don’t be silly. We need to make this a birthday celebration. It’s your new birthday welcoming you into the kingdom of God.”

Mom came back in the great room followed by Susanne with a tray filled with glasses of water, “We just ordered pizza from Franky’s and since you still have my car keys, Troy, you’re elected to go pick it up. We will talk about those car keys later.”

Then Sally Ann sat down close by to spend some time getting to know her guest. Susan was glad to have this time to meet with such a godly family. She had spent the last month in mourning for the loss of her own daughter, as well as, all the hurt that came from a broken marriage. That rejection was what had left her alone to care for her ailing daughter. 

When Chrissy did pass away her motherly heart was crushed almost beyond repair. This feeling of despair had driven her to attempt the kidnapping of some other mother’s little girl. That little girl had the wherewithal to bring her to the foot of the cross and introduce her to the Savior. 

What a difference this day has been in her life. She went from committing a terrible crime to being rescued by that same little capture who led her to the Only One who is able to do the impossible. That One being someone who can heal the crushed heart of a mother who had no other way of becoming well. Yes, she has every reason to now celebrate her new spiritual birthday. 

. . . . . . . . . . .

After sharing the pizza with this amazing family and getting better acquainted with them, Susan agreed to meet them at their church on Sunday. She got the address and directions. Then they all prayed together before she left. She was able to drive to her home with a clear mind for the first time in months. She would have liked to stay there with them but they have their own lives to live. And she had to make plans for all that she must do starting first thing in the morning.
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Chapter 4

Home at last
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Jannette is now home with her family after her wild, emotional experience. She is safe and unharmed. Troy made sure to spend time apologizing to her again for his failure to come by right after her school was out for the day. He again asked for her forgiveness. Which she quickly gave.

Mom and Dad then spent much time letting Jannette know how grateful they are to have her back home safe and sound. They told her that they were reminded today just how important she is to them all. They also told her how proud they are for how she handled her whole situation with Susan.

Her dad added, “We are impressed with you keeping control of the situation. How you were able to use your head to overcome all the negatives. Then bringing Susan to the mindset that seeking the Lord is her only hope of coming out of this without something worse happening to her. She should be sitting behind bars right now instead of driving home with a little trouble just ahead and the hope that things will likely become much better for her later.”

That evening Mom and Dad had more than one private and differing conversation. Their first was about Jannette. They were so impressed with how Jannette used her knowledge of God’s Word to bring Susan to a place where she had only one real correct answer. This being how to get out of the troubles she created for herself. She is fortunate that it was Jannette who she chose to kidnap. God used Jannette to bring Susan to himself. Jannette was an instrument in His Kingdom. 

Sally Ann added, “God caused our little girl to become a caring witness which God used to save Susan.”

Their next discussion on their list was their second son, Troy. Sally Ann had in mind to take his driving privileges away for a long time. She really felt he needs to be taught an important lesson.

Samuel had a different take. He had seen how worried Troy was about his little sister being kidnapped. He’d watched how his son was the first in line to welcome her home when Susan brought her back. He’d overheard Troy whisper to Jannette, “I messed up. Please forgive me.”

Samuel told Sally Ann, ‘I feel Troy has suffered even more than we might have, if that was possible. He was the one who was responsible for her being taken. Troy also realized that she wouldn’t have been taken if it wasn’t because of his carelessness. I believe he won’t ever let anyone try to steal his little sister again. I believe he has learned a valuable lesson. Nothing we do as punishment could speak any louder to him. I want to have a certain conversation with him. But I don’t want to do anything that will distract him from his realization that he carelessness was the reason for her being kidnapped and missing.”

Sally Ann listened to her husband and nodded her head, “Okay, I don’t want to make him angry by something we might do. He is already angry with himself for his own actions. I have to agree with you.”

Then she went on, “I want to keep Jannette as safe as possible. I know we can’t be everywhere at once. She still has to be in school and other places where we won’t be around. But, we need to safe guard our special little girl as much as is possible. I don’t ever want her to be in jeopardy like this again.”

The next day is a school day. They wondered if Jannette would hesitate getting on the bus. They both wanted to leave this decision about going back to school up to her. 

They were grateful Jannette was more than ready to get her life back together. Even after school she was not concerned about a thing. Of course she would be catching the bus, as Troy wouldn’t be giving her a ride home.

Next, it is a relief to Sally Ann to not put Susan Davis through any further grief. She has been through enough between her broken marriage, then the extended illness and loss of her only child. These two by themselves are beyond what Sally Ann has ever experienced. Possibly more than she could comprehend. To cause any further problems for Susan would likely drive her to do something even more desperate. 

Also Sally Ann doesn’t want Jannette to be dragged through any legal meetings. Although she feels Jannette is confident enough to handle almost anything that might come up. She’s thankful that now this isn’t going to happen.
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