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​Maps That Lie: The Sierra Madre Dance!
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He was used to loud noises, but Esteevin Champurrado Esmyt was vibing a sound that seemed to be almost supernatural. Around him was the sound of heavy machinery in the gold mine. In his ears: Net Of The Sky, his favorite YouTube channel. It was a collection of music that makes you feel—not random. He would loop Net Of The Sky during his ten-hour shift. Then one song dropped that made him lose his mind.

The Sierra Madre Dance—it made him wonder. He began to think in a dangerous way, outside the box. His reality melted away, and he was transported to another dimension. After he heard that song, he began to obsess with lore and mythology about the Sierra Madre mountain range in Mexico. Volumes of lore, mainly by one man: Profe. Xavier Clemente. He was a mysterious author no one has ever seen in person. The stories are a mixture of Mexican Folklore and what seems to be Cosmic-Horror/Sci-Fi/Supernatural genres.

Then, in a game called Fallout: New Vegas, one of the DLCs had a story of a lost casino called The Sierra Madre, where hidden treasure is stored deep in the bowels of the lost casino. It was grim and epic. He began to ignore his cell phone. He would listen to The Sierra Madre Dance on a loop most days. He would just zone out, imagining jaguars, pyramids, and treasure. His mind would make up scenarios where he would go to Mexico and find hidden treasure. His job had taught him a lot about finding buried gold. He was a heavy equipment operator at one of the largest gold mines in the US.
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