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IN THE GARDEN OF ALWAYS WINTER

A Smedley and ‘Na Story
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Filby the hostler, who was half-Fae, came to the enchanted castle just before ‘Na’s ninth birthday. She brought a gift, a solution for a problem that got bigger as ‘Na and especially Smedley the dragon got bigger.

Smedley could understand what people said to him, but making people understand what he said was still a problem. There was no such thing as a universal translation spell. The enchanted castle was full of all sorts of rings and pins and bracelets and necklaces and helmets and other items that could translate between people and all sorts of animals or magical creatures, but only a specific species or magical creature for each ring or pin or bracelet or whatever. Despite the thousands of translation spells hidden in the enchanted castle, no one had been able to find one that translated for Smedley’s specific dragon species, the andensmedlious dragon. 

Filby, though, found the answer to their problem. 

And it was very convenient that Smedley had started to grow after that adventure at Windcliff Castle with Darius the prince skunk. 

He was the size of a large pony by the time Filby arrived for her visit and had shed his scales twice. Filby asked for those scales. Of course, the housekeeping breezes had gathered up the scales when Smedley shed them, because anything that came off a magical creature could be useful for magical work, as long as the enchanter knew how to use those things properly. And dragons have always been very magical creatures. Filby took Smedley’s scales and wove them together into a band for ‘Na to wear on her head. Now she could understand what Smedley was saying when he grunted and snarled and yipped, and even threw in some lashing of his tail and fluttering of his glittery eyelashes and bobbing of his head for emphasis and punctuation.

~~~~~
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EARLY ONE MORNING THAT fall, Smedley heard a new sound before any of the magic mirrors in charge of the security of the enchanted castle. A soft ringing crept through the pre-dawn quiet , riding the first rays of the rising sun as they penetrated the surrounding forest to reach the castle.

He scrambled down off the roof of the highest tower, where he had taken to sleeping as fall crept across the enchanted forest. He didn’t go inside to use the stairs but crawled down the nearest wall and across to the nearest balcony and was so eager to get inside and tell ‘Na, he nearly forgot to ask the door lock spell to open for him. He remembered just in time and scrambled through the door almost before it was open wide enough to let him through. Smedley was always forgetting how much bigger he had grown and had a bad habit lately of knocking over tables and chairs, because now he was too tall to go under them. The housekeeping breezes had taken to keeping watch on him constantly when he was indoors, to catch things he knocked over before they hit the floor. Lord Zared half-joked that maybe they should ask several suits of armor to take it in turns keeping watch on him.

Smedley scrambled down the narrow stairs that were once used by servants, until he reached the second floor and then scampered across the gallery in the core of the castle, where all the wings connected. He could still scamper, despite being the size of a pony now. The sound he made on the wooden floors was more a thump than a tapping or prancing sound. His claws were twice as big and growing faster than the rest of him. The breezes had taken to removing all the carpeting anywhere that Smedley was allowed to go in the castle, so he wouldn’t snag and tear the carpets. That added to the noise of his paws hitting the stone and wood and tile floors.

He nearly hit the wall, taking a corner too fast, as he headed down the long corridor into the wing of the castle where the family lived. A housekeeping breeze heard him and zoomed ahead to the end of the hall, to open the door to ‘Na’s suite of rooms, so Smedley wouldn’t hit it. That would make too much noise and wake Lord Zared and Lady Ashlyn in their suite at the other end of the hall. The breeze went ahead, through the small sitting room where ‘Na read and studied and opened the door to her bedroom.
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