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Dedication

To every believer who struggled through the silence of empty sanctuaries, and to those who found their way back to the house of God — may this book remind you of the power of gathering.
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Preface

When the world shut down in 2020, the church was forced into uncharted territory. Sanctuaries went dark, pews sat empty, and worship was reduced to screens and livestreams. While technology carried the message, something vital was missing — the gathering itself.

Many never returned after the pandemic. Some discovered the ease of staying home. Others were hurt, discouraged, or simply lost in the noise of life. But the call of Scripture remains unchanged: “Do not forsake the assembling of ourselves together” (Hebrews 10:25).

This book is both a reminder and an invitation: to rediscover why church matters, why gathering is essential, and why now — more than ever — the body of Christ must come together again.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Contents

[image: ]




Chapter 1 – The Call to Gather


God’s Design for Fellowship

Jesus and the Ministry of Presence

The New Testament Pattern

The Warning of Hebrews

Why Gathering Matters

Historical Witness

A Contrast with Modern Individualism

Practical Application

Reflection Questions



Chapter 2 – The COVID Disruption


The Shock of Silence

Online Church: Blessing and Limitation

The Numbers Tell the Story

A Spiritual Drift

Reflection Questions



Chapter 3 – The Power of Presence


God’s Promise of Presence

Why In-Person Matters

Testimonies of Transformation

Reflection Questions



Chapter 4 – Accountability and Growth


Iron Sharpens Iron

The Danger of Isolation



OEBPS/d2d_images/cover.jpg
THE
GATHERING

Why Church Matters
More Than Ever

| NARSe6D .





OEBPS/d2d_images/image001.png
THE
GATHERING

Why Church Matters
More Than Ever






OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_above.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_right.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_below.png





OEBPS/d2d_images/chapter_title_corner_decoration_left.png





