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The Prequel series is a Sub-Series of the Chronicles of Kerrigan.

The prequel on how Simon Kerrigan met Beth!!

Download book 1 for FREE:
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​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN: PREQUEL –

Christmas Before the Magic

Question the Darkness

Into the Darkness

Fight the Darkness

Alone in the Darkness

Lost the Darkness
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THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN

Book I - Rae of Hope is FREE!

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gILAwXxx8MU

Book II - Dark Nebula 

Book Trailer: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ca24STi_bFM

Book III - House of Cards 

Book IV - Royal Tea 

Book V - Under Fire

Book VI - End in Sight 

Book VII – Hidden Darkness 

Book VIII – Twisted Together 

Book IX – Mark of Fate

Book X – Strength & Power

Book XI – Last One Standing

Book XII – Rae of Light
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​​​​​​THE CHRONICLES OF KERRIGAN SEQUEL

Matter of Time

Time Piece

Second Chance

Glitch in Time

Our Time

Precious Time
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​​​​​​​​​​​The Chronicles of Kerrigan: Gabriel

Living in the Past
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Present for Today
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Staring at the Future
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Book 1 – Stopping Time

Book 2 – A Passage of Time

Book 3 – Ticking Clock

Book 4 – Just in Time

Book 5 – Time in the City

Book 6 – Ultimate Future

​​​​The Kerrigan Kids Series
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Book 1 - School of Potential

Book 2 - Myths & Magic

Book 3 - Kith & Kin

Book 4 - Playing With Power

Book 5 - Line of Ancestry

Book 6 - Descent of Hope

Book 7 – Illusion of Shadows

Book 8 – Frozen by the Future

Book 9 – Guilt of My Past

Book 10 – Demise of Magic

Book 11- Rise of the Prophecy

Book 12 – Deafened by the Past

​​The Kerrigan Memoirs

COMING SOON!
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The Chronicles of:

Book 1 – Devon

Book 2 – Angel

Book 3 – Julian

Book 4 – Molly

Book 5 – Gabriel

Book 6 – Rae
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Website:

https://www.wjmaybooks.com

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Author-WJ-May-FAN-PAGE/141170442608149

Newsletter:

SIGN UP FOR W.J. May's Newsletter to find out about new releases, updates, cover reveals and even freebies!

http://eepurl.com/97aYf
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BOOK III IN THE CHRONICLES of Kerrigan by USA TODAY bestselling author, W.J. May

Rae Kerrigan is three months away from graduating from Guilder Boarding School. She is now moonlighting as an operative for the Privy Council, a black ops division for British Intelligence. She's given a mento, Jennifer, who fights lie a demon—fast, tough, and incredibly strong-willed. Rae finds a strange maternal bond with her. At the same time, she finds a new friend when Devon disappoints her once again.

Childhood memories surface and evoke hidden secrets she is determined to solve. When the Privy Council ask for her help, she is forced to try and find a link to the Xavier Knights—another agency similar to the Privy Council. Through the mysteries and secrets, she begins to question what the PC represents and where she stands.   

Will she lose herself in the confusions of the past and present? What will it mean for her future?
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​Prologue
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RAE GIGGLED AS HER mother playfully dabbed frosting on the tip of her nose. She was ten years old, and they were making cupcakes for her birthday party in a bright, sunny kitchen. The sun glinted off her mother’s thick, shoulder-length hair. They were wearing tiaras, gown costumes, and pretending to be princess and queen. It was a perfect moment. It didn’t matter to Rae that it had never happened. 

She knew she was on the verge of waking but fought hard to stay in the place between dreaming and waking, this perfect place where she could pretend she had grown up with her mother by her side, playing dress up, having princess-themed birthday parties, having her mother call her by pet names like “pumpkin” or “monkey”, telling embarrassing baby stories to her friends and their mothers at gatherings, like a normal girl. 

These small bits, things that other girls took for granted, were precious to Rae. Not having them left a hole in her life, which made her feel vulnerable. After her fight to the near death with her half-brother, Kraigan, while she had been healing she had thought a lot about family and memories and how the two things shape a person. She looked at her best friend Molly, and saw how her relationship with her mother and father directly affected the person she was today, even if Molly couldn’t see it. Rae felt like she was lacking this seemingly vital part of her personality, that having it would make her stronger. 

While she couldn’t turn back time to avoid the horrible fire that ended her father’s reign of terror and unfortunately claimed her mother’s life, she could pretend in these quiet places in time, where no one would know that it wasn’t real. So she clung tightly to these stolen moments with her fictitious memories.
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​Chapter 1
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​​Nervous

“YOU READY FOR THIS?” 

Rae stared at Julian as they stood in front of the large wooden door, his hand on the knob, about to bring her into the completely chaotic world she had not known existed until two years ago. Just before turning sixteen she had come to Guilder Boarding School with no knowledge of tatùs or the fact that she would receive an ink mark on her sixteenth birthday. 

One minute she was the parentless kid being raised by her aunt and uncle in New York, and the next she was the center of unwanted attention at Guilder. Now she was about to join a secret agency because they wanted her, not the other way around. The child deep inside, who had been orphaned at a young age and never quite healed from the experience, now demanded answers. The sudden realization that her perceptions of reality had shifted so drastically in such a relatively short period of time momentarily stupefied her. She blinked, and then blinked again, trying to force her focus back on the present. “I’m re—”

A sudden crashing against the other side of the door, followed by an inhuman howl, cut her off. Julian jumped back at the impact, then flashed his super-model-gorgeous grin with a twinkle in his dark brown eyes, and tightened the ponytail holding his long dark hair when the door stayed intact. Aside from Devon, Julian was one of Rae’s closest friends. He glanced at her, the door, and then her again. “You sure?”

She knew him well enough to recognize when he was taunting her. Rae shot what she hoped was her dirtiest look and stepped in front of him, determined to quell all nervousness. Could the butterflies in her stomach be blamed on the fairy ink-art on her lower back? Along with waking up to some unknown marking on her sixteenth birthday, she learned it had some kind of supernatural power which she would need to figure out. If that hadn’t blown her mind, Rae also learned both her parents had tatùs, whereas almost everyone at the school only had one parent inked. She and her tatù were both on edge. With forced determination she grabbed the handle of the door and yanked it open. 

Before she had a chance to check out the room, some kind of Frisbee disc flew toward her. Tatù reflexes kicked in naturally and she ducked just in time. She couldn’t stop the giggle upon hearing the deep “oof” reverberating out of Julian as the unidentified flying object nailed him in the chest. It bounced off him harmlessly and landed on the floor at her feet. She leaned down and picked it up. Surprisingly heavy. I bet Julian will have a bruise. Speaking of which... She straightened and grinned. “Thought your tatù gave you the ability to see the future.” She couldn’t hold back the laughter as she handed him the disc. “Even I saw that coming a mile away.”

Obviously winded, Julian shook his head. “I-I’ll g-give you that one...s-since it’s your f-first day.”

What had Headmaster Carter said? Welcome to the first day of the rest of your life.

The first day of preparing to be one of the best covert agents in Britain under the special training and watchful eye of the Privy Council. A secret operative. It sounded official and important. She imagined she should be feeling very accomplished right about now. 

The problem was, she didn’t. At that moment, Rae felt like she had a year and a half ago when she had first arrived at Guilder Boarding School and been the odd one out. Everyone had stared, whispered, and treated her like a leper. It had been awful. 

Don’t do this, she told herself, imagining her mother standing behind her and giving her a pep talk. You are not the same girl anymore. You know who you are now. You’re powerful in your own right. You’ve got this!

Forcing her shoulders back she put herself in the present, not the past. She had proven them wrong then, and judging by the fact that the large, noisy room had suddenly gone silent as a tomb she would have to prove them wrong again. Time would prove that she was up to it. She knew it would. She would prove that she belonged here if it was the last thing she did. She had to because she also had another agenda. A personal one. 

Over the past few months she’d lost sight (or maybe her eyes had been opened) of who to trust. Her mentor, Carter, was acting secretive. Her boyfriend had betrayed her in the line of duty. Some of her friends had been proven to be anything but. Her half-brother Kraigan had screwed everything up. At least he hadn’t succeeded in killing me when he tried. She had won that battle, though she barely remembered how. Carter and Julian had shown up at the very end and cleaned up the mess, sweeping Kraigan off to an undisclosed location. 

She had no idea where he could be right now, and she was at least half sure that would be a bad thing. She detested the guy, but he’d kept her father’s journal a secret when he had the opportunity to screw Rae over. Now everyone was searching high and low for the darn thing, and had no idea she’d hidden it the night Kraigan had tried to kill her. Has it really only been a week? She had recovered and accepted a position working for the mysterious organization that seemed to be pulling all the strings in her strange little world, but remained determined not to share her father’s journal. Not yet anyway. Everyone she knew kept things from her. She was determined to keep this one thing to herself, at least until she had wrung every last bit of information out of it that she could get. For that she needed time, and for the time being that meant that assimilation was key.

“That’s Kerrigan? She’s so thin; fragile-looking.”

“You know she’s got her father’s ability? Bad blood only breeds bad blood.”

Whispers from the room abruptly cut off her thoughts of the journal.

“Did you know she’s got a half-brother who can do basically the same thing? Heard he’s locked up. The guy’s a danger to himself and everyone else. How much you want to bet she’ll end up the same?”

“Privy Council only wants her here because of her father’s stuff.”

“Nah, they want her here to see what happens when you cross two tatùed people.”

Someone laughed. “They’ll put her in a special room with a spinning wheel, pellet food, and a bottle with a water dripper. She’ll be the Privy Council’s very own guinea pig.”

She turned off her heightened hearing, a skill she had copied from Devon. That was enough for now. The words stung, but she needed to hear them to know where she stood, what preconceived notions she would need to overcome, and how close to the truth people actually were. 

Rae’s tatù was unique. While she did have her father’s gifts and her mother’s, she was ultimately even stronger than the two combined. Where her father could mimic other tatù abilities when he touched someone with ink, Rae could do the same but also recall those abilities whenever she needed them, while her father had only maintained those skills until he copied another tatù. She briefly recalled when she had learned that little tidbit, when she was locked in the tower at Guilder by then-Headmaster Lanford. He had been the one person she truly trusted when she had first arrived at the school, and in the end had proven himself to be her enemy. She regretted the trust she’d mistakenly placed in him, but she couldn’t regret how the experience had unlocked the next level of her powers. Her body was becoming so in tune with her ink it would automatically switch to whatever she needed to use. Like being able to hear whispers from across the room. 

It was an involuntary action she’d tried to explain to her boyfriend, Devon. He’d gone on some secret mission but had managed to call her last night, and this was what they had talked about. Except he seemed to think her reactions needed a stimulus and argued her tatù had become more of a reflex not a switchboard. I’d like to give him a bit of a reflex right now. He had promised he would be here when Julian brought her. Just because no one, aside from Julian, knew they were dating, was no excuse. Even though tatùed people were forbidden to date, he had no excuse, in her opinion, not to be there. A promise was a promise. Plus, she needed all the support she could get. Even if she couldn’t quite figure out whose side everyone was on, the old saying “the evil you know is better than the evil you don’t know” applied here. She knew it wasn’t an exact fit for the situation she was in, but close enough. She had learned the hard way that trust and friendship didn’t necessarily go hand in hand. In accepting the position with the Privy Council she knew she was stepping even deeper into the shadows, where the truth would be harder to discern not easier. So while she cherished the friendships she had already, she was constantly holding back just enough to make her feel safe. She held back from everyone: Carter, Devon, even Julian. Strangely, she only felt guilty about Julian. He’d been nothing more or less than the perfect friend every step of her journey. It seemed wrong to doubt him. However, she couldn’t afford to make a mistake just now. So she valued his friendship, but held back just as she did with everyone else.

A gentle nudge from her good friend reminded Rae she needed to move. Taking a deep breath, she stepped further into the brightly lit gymnasium and focused on the surroundings instead of the people, with a perfect smile plastered on her face. Mask on, time to work. 

Bone-white walls with the odd spot having a black smudge, blue mats surrounding the bottom third of them. The high ceiling made the mats appear small, but they had to be at least ten feet up the wall. Even a few spots on the ceilings, in between the fans, had mats. Interesting...

Julian chuckled, following her gaze. “So this is where we spar and train in our free time. There are also several rooms through those doors,” he told her, pointing to blue doors that matched the color of the mats, only several feet shorter, “where you’ll personally have your one-on-one prep.”

“Like one-on-one training?”

“Sort of. You’ll have a Botcher and you’re the Dagonet.”

Rae cocked an eyebrow and looked at Julian questioningly. “The what and what?” 

Julian grinned. “Privy Council loves using Tudor references. The Botcher is basically a mentor. I actually looked the term up. A Botcher back in King Henry’s time was a mender of old clothes. So I questioned Carter about it. Apparently it was a secret term back then to hide the trainer of tatùed people back when the whole school and Privy Council started. Their job was to fix and mend tatù abilities to perfection.”

“Then what’s a dragon net?”

“A Dagonet.” Julian laughed. “Ironically, it refers to a foolish, young knight.”

“One in need of teaching and training?” Rae pulled on her shoulder-length hair. She’d gone and had it nearly all shaved off and bleached blonde almost a week ago. It had seemed like a good idea at the time but Molly, her best friend, had freaked when she saw it. That same afternoon, she had dragged Rae to a hair salon out of town. Molly found a girl with a tatù who had hair and supposed nail ability. She had turned Rae’s hair color back to its natural dark brown. When Molly pulled the girl aside and asked her about her ink, the girl smiled and said she could do more. So now, Rae could mimic the ability. She now knew how to return her hair to its original color and also lengthen it. The ability might prove handy if she ever had an undercover op to do. Or a need to disappear. 

Right now, every night her hair grew about an inch longer. Rae knew how to stop the rapid growth when it reached the length she wanted. She planned to go back to its original long length. 

“Rae? Are you listening?”

She blinked and stared at Julian. “I’m sorry, what did you say?”

He shot his eyes in the direction to her right. “Carter’s coming.”

“What?” She straightened and realized the room still remained quiet, but everyone was now watching the man walking toward her. Does everyone here know he’s the president of the Privy Council?
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