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    “So…how’s work?”


    “Busy.”


    “Yeah, same here.”


    (Both stare into the middle distance until one of them mercifully fakes a bathroom break.)


    If that scene makes you cringe, congratulations—you’re officially allergic to small talk. Welcome back.


    When I wrote the first End Small Talk book, I figured I was doing my little part to alleviate some of the suffering caused by “So, how about that weather?” But then something happened: People actually started using the questions. And then they wanted more. Apparently, one book wasn’t enough to protect us from the endless swarm of boring conversation openers.


    That’s why you’re holding End Small Talk 2: more weird, thoughtful, surprising questions designed to get you out of the conversational kiddie pool and into the deep end…without having to fake a phone call to escape.
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    Still Terrible Questions


    • So, been keeping busy?


    • Did you catch the game?


    • Any big plans for the weekend?


    • Wow, egg prices, huh?


  




  

    Here’s the deal: Every interaction you have—whether with your partner, your best friend, your kid, or the stranger next to you on an airplane—is a chance to actually connect. A question is more than a polite noise that fills silence. It’s a key that can unlock something surprising, hilarious, or unforgettable.


    Like before, the questions in this book are sectioned based on a scale of 1 to 10. The questions in Section One might just gently nudge a conversation out of the boring zone. The ones in Ten could lead to answers that are vulnerable, awkward, or life-changing—in the best way. No matter the number, the real magic is in the follow-up: WHY?


    Use these anywhere: at dinner parties, on first dates or 50th anniversaries, in family group chats, while road-tripping, or even with yourself when you’re tired of doomscrolling. Basically, anywhere you’d rather talk about literally anything other than traffic, weather, or what someone does for work.
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