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Description

Southwest Indiana Cities and Towns

Southwest Indiana has some wonderful cities and towns ranging from charming river towns like Tell City, Rockport and New Harmony to the larger cities like Evansville and Bloomington. Each of these towns and cities has many things to do for your family as it explores the regions roads and highways. 

Southwest Indiana Wineries

Southwest Indiana has several interesting wineries that produce some fascinating wines. 

Southwest Indiana State and Local Parks

From parks along the Ohio River to wonderful woodland hikes, the parks in Southwest Indiana include four state parks, several nature preserves and some relaxing local parks. These provide some great day trips for people to explore to hike, picnic or just plain enjoy nature. They provide fun things to do in Southwest Indiana.

South Central Indiana Museums and Historic Sites

Explorers in the area can stage a day trip to learn the region's rich history by visiting the museums and markers located in the various cities and towns of Southwest Indiana. Many host interesting family events that are fun and educational. 

The counties included in this historical travel book include:

Daviess

Dubois

Gibson

Green

Knox

Martin

Perry

Pike

Posey

Spencer

Vanderburgh

Warrick
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Elnora

Odon

Washington

Daviess County Museum

Daviess County

County Seat - Washington

Largest town - Washington

Area – Total - 436.87 sq mi (1,131 km2)

Population - (2010) 31,648

Formed on February 15, 1817, Daviess County's name honors Battle of Tippecanoe soldier, Major Joseph Hamilton Daviess. Greene County, Martin County, Dubois County, Pike County, and Knox County border it. The Wabash River forms the western boundary. Incorporated towns include:

Alfordsville

Cannelburg

Elnora

Montgomery

Odon

Plainville

Major Highways

I-69 bisects the county on a northeast to southwest axis and US 150 runs east/west through the central portion of the county. Other highways include:

US 50

US 231

SR 57

SR 58

SR 257

SR 358

Joseph Hamilton Daviess (March 4, 1774 – November 7, 1811)

The son of Joseph Daviess and Jennett McKee, Joseph was a native of Bedford County, Virginia. In 1779, the Daviess family moved to Danville, Kentucky and studied at Harrodsburg Academy. After reading law, the Kentucky bar admitted him in 1795. He was a fugitive from the law for a short time after serving as a second in a duel. He successfully argued his case and later became United States District Attorney for Kentucky. Daviess became aware of the Burr conspiracy in 1806 and wrote President Thomas Jefferson numerous letters about it. He managed to bring charges against Burr in Kentucky, but the charges were dismissed. With hostilities from the Amerindians on the rise, Indiana Territory Governor William Henry Harrison put out a call for recruits. Daviess came to Indiana to enlist, and Harrison commissioned him as major of Kentucky volunteer dragoons. During the battle, he sensed an exposed position in the American lines and led a charge against the warriors that threatened it. He succeeded in his maneuver, but it cost him his life, as a warrior shot him through the breast. Daviess is interred in the Tippecanoe Battlefield Memorial, Battle Ground, Tippecanoe County.

County Seat - Washington

Area - 436.87 sq mi

Population - 33,113 (2017)

Founded - February 15, 1817

Named for- Joseph Hamilton Daviess

County Government

Daviess County Courthouse

A log cabin owned by Alexander Bruce at the corner of Main and First Streets served as Washington County's first courthouse. The county constructed its first courthouse, a two-story brick structure, in 1824. Poorly constructed, a third brick and stone courthouse replaced this building which was constructed between 1837 and 1841. A towering Second Empire-style replaced this structure in 1879, however a devastating fire destroyed this structure on August 27. 1927. The Vincennes architectural firm of Sutton and Routt designed the current Neo-Classical Revival-inspired architecture structure. The groundbreaking ceremony took place on June 22, 1928, and it was dedicated on September 4, 1929. The National Register of Historic Places listed the facility on August 6, 2008.

# 08000916

County Courthouse 

200 E Walnut St

Washington, IN 47501

https://www.daviess.org

(812) 2541091

Tourism Information

Daviess County Chamber of Commerce

One Train Depot Street

Washington, IN 47501

8122545262 

8004495262

http://www.daviesscounty.net/

Daviess County Fairgrounds

State Road 57, 

Elnora, IN 47529

1-812-636-7611

https://www.facebook.com/daviesscountyfairinc

Amish Population

Sometime in 1838, Amish and Mennonites immigrated into Daviess County from their Switzerland homelands. Historians believe their first settlements were in the Odon area. Daviess County still boasts a thriving Amish community. 

Museums and Historic Sites

Daviess County Historical Society

212 E Main St.

Washington, IN 47501

https://www.daviesscountyhistory.com/

https://www.facebook.com/daviesscountyhistory/

812-257-0301

dchistory@sbcglobal.net

State Parks, Forests and Recreation Areas

Glendale Fish & Wildlife Area

6001 E 600 S, 

Montgomery, IN 47558

1-812-674-0168

https://www.in.gov/dnr/fish-and-wildlife/properties/glendale-fwa/

Local Parks

Eastside Park

NE 21st St. and Memorial Ave. 

Washington IN 47501

http://www.washingtonin.us/departments/parkseast.html

Public Access

Elnora

Waterbody: White River

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude: 38.900003, -87.103040

Carnahan

Waterbody: White River

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude : 38.794149, -87.240724

Washington

Waterbody: White River

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South/ City of Washington

ADA Access: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude : 38.647011, -87.237485

Glendale Fish and Wildlife Area has a number of public access sites

Portersville

Waterbody: East Fork White River

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Division of Fish & Wildlife, Public Access South

ADA Access?: No

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude : 38.504363, -86.970789

Montgomery City Lake

Waterbody: Montgomery City Lake

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Montgomery Ruritan Club

ADA Access?: No

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Gravel 

Latitude, Longitude : 38.670380, -87.041320

West Boggs Creek Reservoir

Waterbody: West Boggs Lake

County: Daviess

Maintained By: Daviess-Martin Joint County Parks

ADA Access?: Yes

Boat Ramp?: Yes

Type of Ramp: Concrete 

Latitude, Longitude : 38.730082, -86.923378

Golf

Country Oaks Golf Club

A semi-private course featuring nine challenging holes

Country Oaks Golf Club

Bedford Rd. 

Washington IN 47501

812-254-2060

www.washcountryclub.com

Washington Country Club

5064 E Hwy. 50 

Montgomery IN 47558

812-486-3300

http://countryoaksgolf.com/

Miscellaneous

Putter’s Bay Miniature Golf

1 Putter’s Bay Drive 

Washington IN 47501

812254PUTT (7888)

http://www.puttersbay.com/

Miller Raceway Park

2524 S 800 E, 

Montgomery, IN 47558

https://www.facebook.com/keithmillermrp/

1-812-486-6518

Auto Tours

Indiana's Historic Pathways

––––––––
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Elnora

County - Daviess

Township - Elmore

Area - Total - 0.95 sq miles

Elevation - 479 ft 

Population (2010) - Total 640

ZIP code - 47529

Area code(s) - 812

Surveyors platted Elnora in 1844 after the railroad reached the town. It takes its name from resident Elnora Griffith.

Elnora is at the intersection of Indiana State Roads 57 and 58. It is near I-69, however there is no interchange to the town.

Elnora Historical Markers

Title of Marker:

Wabash and Erie Canal

Location:

State Highway 58 and State Highway 57, Elnora (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Installed: 2007 Indiana Historical Bureau and Elmore Township Community Association, Inc.

Marker ID #: 

14.2007.1

Marker Text: 

Side one:

A canal from Terre Haute to Evansville authorized 1846. Maysville Division along White River was over 23 miles long from Newberry through Owl Prairie (now Elnora) to Maysville; part of it paralleled what is now S.R. 57. Contracts were let June 1849. Construction was delayed by cholera outbreaks among workers, many of whom were Irish immigrants.

Side two:

Navigation between Newberry and Maysville opened June 1852. By 1853, Wabash and Erie Canal, America's longest at approximately 460 miles, linked Lake Erie at Toledo, Ohio with Ohio River at Evansville. By 1860, most of southern section no longer used because of repair costs and railroad competition. Entire canal in Indiana sold at auction 1876.

Brief History by the Author

In the dawning years of the Nineteenth Century, the quest for fast, cheap transportation of freight over long distances seemed in reach with the construction and economic success of the Erie Canal. The Erie Canal connected New York City with the Great Lakes. It spurred New York's growth as a major commercial center. It also provided encouragement more canal construction across the United States. Landlocked states like Indiana seized on canals as the answer to open markets in inland cities that lacked navigable rivers. The Wabash and Erie was the first of these projects tackled by Indiana. 

The Proposed Canal

The proposed canal was a grand project. It would span 468 miles across Indiana and Ohio, connecting it the Erie Canal via the Great Lakes with Evansville on the Ohio River. The Wabash and Erie actually consisted of four main canals, the Miami and Erie Canal, the Wabash and Erie Canal, the Cross Cut Canal and the Central Canal. 

Miami and Erie Canal

The 274-mile Miami and Erie Canal connected Toledo, Ohio on Lake Erie with Cincinnati, Ohio on the Ohio River. Workers commenced construction in 1825 and finished in 1845. When complete, the canal had nineteen aqueducts, three guard locks, 103 canal locks and multiple feeder canals. The canal was profitable, but not as profitable as the state of Ohio hoped. Competition from railroads ended canal commercial operations by 1913.

Wabash and Erie

This canal began at Junction, Ohio and to Terre Haute. Junction received its name because the Wabash and Erie joined the Miami and Erie Canal in the town. The town flourished during the 1840's through the 1850's until the railroads began displacing the canals. 

Cross Cut Canal

The Cross Cut Canal continued the Wabash and Erie route from Terre Haute to Worthington, Indiana. 

Central Canal

The Central Canal completed the link from Worthington to Evansville. This was the last link completed in 1853. 

Construction Begins

Because many credit George Washington with the suggestion that a canal be built through the region, the builders chose the 100th anniversary of his birth as the date to begin construction of the huge enterprise. Thus, on February 22, 1832 construction crews broke ground for the Wabash and Erie Canal.

Odon

Odon is on Indiana State Road 58 about four miles west of its intersection with US 231.

Odon Historical Markers

Title of Marker:

Odon, Formerly Clarksburg

Location:

North side of SR 58 near John Street, east edge of Odon. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1991 by the Daviess County Visitors Bureau

Marker ID #: 

14.1991.1

Marker Text: 

Platted in 1846 by John Hasting; town named Clarksburg reportedly after George Rogers Clark; post office name was Clark's Prairie, 1858-1881. Both names changed to Odon, 1881; Odon incorporated, 1885. By tradition, name Odon coined by combining names of two prominent citizens.

Brief History by the Author

By the late 1800's the town's names sounded too rural. The younger people wanted to rename the town to something newer. A great deal of discussion swirled around the choosing of the name. According to local lore, townsfolk eventually settled on naming it after the two main proponents of changing the name, Joe Dun Laughlin and Alex O’Dell. They combined the "O" from O'Dell and the Dun from Joe Dun Laughlin and came up with the name Odon.

Washington

Platted in 1815, Washington takes its name from Washington Township, where it resides. The Magnus J. Carnahan House, Daviess County Courthouse, Thomas Faith House, Robert C. Graham House, Dr. John A. Scudder House, Washington Commercial Historic District, and Dr. Nelson Wilson House are listed on the National Register of Historic Places.

Washington is located near I-69 at Exit 62, which exits onto US 150. Indiana State Road 57 bisects Washington on a north/south axis. Indiana State Road 257 enters Washington from the southeast. 

Magnus J. Carnahan House

Construction completed between 1896 and 1902, the two and a half story Queen Anne Style brick house sits on a raised basement. The main architectural features are round corner tower with a conical roof, one-story porch and balcony, and complex hipped and gable roof. The National Register of Historic Places listed the house in 1991.

Daviess County Courthouse

Constructed in 1928 the rectangular 124 by 80-foot two-story building is faced with Indiana limestone. Exterior features include slightly projecting colonnaded pavilions, one of which has six columns. 

Thomas Faith House

One and a half story log house constructed around 1821. The home features a one-story front porch with an arched frieze and elaborate scrollwork. 

Robert C. Graham House

Built in 1921, this house is also known as the Mimi's House and the Kelly-Graham House. The house is a two-story large two-story, Prairie School style glazed red brick dwelling. The National Register of Historic Places listed the home in 1983.

Dr. John A. Scudder House

Historic Second Empire style frame home built around 1861. It features a slate mansard roof and it is sheathed in weatherboard. 

The National Register of Historic Places listed it in 1995.

Washington Commercial Historic District

The eighty-eight structures in this District include Italianate, Federal, and Classical Revival style buildings built between 1815 and 1940.

The National Register of Historic Places listed it in 1990.

Dr. Nelson Wilson House

Owned and designed by architect John W. Gaddis the two-story Queen Anne-style house features brick and limestone walls. 

The National Register of Historic Places listed the home in 2008.

Washington Historical Markers

Title of Marker:

Vincennes Donation Lands

Location:

Intersection of US 50 bypass & SR 57, grassy median between restaurant & motel (as of 12/2003), 7 Cumberland Drive, Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected by Indiana Sesquicentennial Commission, 1966

Marker ID #: 

14.1966.1

Marker Text: 

In 1788 Congress granted 400 acres of land to each French family of this area. The tract was laid off in a square containing 160 separate plots. Additional grants were made affecting the five counties shown.

Brief History

During the years before the American Revolution, the French had not been careful record keepers in regards to their land grants. This led to much confusion after American settlement began. To bring order to the confusion the act authorizing the donations provided for the French lands to be surveyed and recorded.

Title of Marker:

Mimi's House

Location:

101 W. Maple & NW 1st Streets, Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected in 1989 by the Indiana Historical Bureau with funding from David and Stuart Graham

Marker ID #: 

14.1989.1

Marker Text: 

Residence of Robert C. Graham (1885-1967), pioneer glass, truck and auto manufacturer. Placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1983 by the U.S. Department of the Interior because of its history and Prairie Style architecture.

Brief History

Constructed in 1912 the two-story Prairie School style glazed red brick house features low hipped rafters and wide overhanging eaves. The home has green Spanish roof tiles with mosaic tile floors in the porches. 

Prairie School Styled Homes

These homes, popular in the late Nineteenth and early Twentieth Centuries featured horizontal lines, low hipped roofs and wide eaves. The architects that designed them incorporated bands of windows and solid construction and a disciplined approach to ornamentation. Many designers believed that the design related well to the prairie landscape. They created the designs in an attempt to an indigenous North American style of architecture. They wished a new style of design distinct from the Eastern American and European styles of homes. 

Title of Marker:

Robert C. Graham

Location:

Maysville Road exit, north of US 50 & US 150 bypass, east side of Maysville Road/CR 300 W, 2 miles west of Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

1989 by the Indiana Historical Bureau with funding from the Grandchildren of R. C. Graham

Marker ID #: 

14.1989.2

Marker Text: 

Robert Cabel Graham (1885-1967), a native of Washington, Daviess County, with his brothers Joseph and Ray, contributed much to the economy and quality of life in that city, Evansville, and other towns. Glass factories, truck manufacturing, and Graham automobiles were early endeavors. Graham was active later with his four sons in Graham Farms, Inc., and the Graham Cheese Corporation.

Brief History

Graham Glass Company

The Graham brothers, Joseph B., Robert C., and Robert A. developed a glass blowing process that eliminated the weak point in glass bottles between the neck and the shoulder. The process involved blowing the glass upside down. It became a huge success. Their original location had been in Loogootee, Indiana and in 1913; they expanded the business and moved it to Evansville. The design led to the “Gibson Girl” style of glass used by Coca-Cola. They made bottles for many manufacturers. They sold this company to Libbey Owens Ford in 1916. 

Graham Brothers Trucks

After selling the Graham Glass Company, the Graham brothers began building trucks in Evansville. Sensing a need for a good truck, the brothers filled that need. They modified Model T and Ford Model TT cars into trucks. Their initial offering, they called the “Truck-builder." this vehicle consisted of a frame, cab, body, and a Torbensen internal gear drive. They experimented with motors from many different manufacturers and eventually chose Dodge motors for their trucks. Using this basic design, they could custom design trucks suited to their customers' needs. Eventually they began to produce their own trucks. Eventually Dodge Brothers bought the controlling interest in the company and allowed the brothers to sell the trucks through their network of dealers. The brothers had manufacturing plants in Evansville and Stockton, California. After a couple of years, the Grahams sold their interest out. 

Graham Farms Incorporated and Graham Farms Cheese

Begun in 1928, Graham Brothers Farms and Graham Brothers Cheese lies between the two White River forks near Elnora, Indiana. This company is still in existence and customers may purchase cheese and other products at their store on Indiana State Road 57 in Elnora, Indiana. 

Graham Cheese Store

(812) 692-5237

(812) 692-5650

http://grahamcheese.com/

Title of Marker:

Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad Depot

Location:

1 Train Depot & Meridian Streets, Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1992 Indiana Historical Bureau

Marker ID #: 

14.1992.1

Marker Text: 

Mission Revival Style depot, built 1906, restored 1990; part of Washington Commercial Historic District. Link to city's trading and industrial history, with substantial railroad machine shops and car works. Indiana stop of former President Dwight D. Eisenhower's funeral train, April 1, 1969.

Brief History

The success of the Erie Canal that linked New York City with the Midwest created a problem for the other eastern cities that had no access to a canal system. Baltimore decided that the answer was in the new railroad technology being developed. Thus, to compete with the Erie Canal Baltimore chartered the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad on February 12, 1827. The goal of the two men that were the principal drivers of the new railroad, Philip E. Thomas and George Brown, was to provide a faster, cheaper way of shipping goods. Their goal was to link Baltimore, Maryland with the Ohio River. The difficulties of this task should not be underestimated. The route lay over the Allegheny Mountains and many other geographical obstacles. It took until 1852 for the railroad to reach the Ohio River at Wheeling, West Virginia. By 1857, it linked in with other railroads with the Mississippi River at St. Louis. At the B & O's peak in the 1880's the rail line served New York City, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh, Chicago, Buffalo, Detroit, and St. Louis.

Title of Marker:

Burial Site of Captain Eli McCarty

Location:

United Methodist Ebenezer Cemetery, SR 257 & CR 725 S, east side of highway, 6 miles south of Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1993 Indiana Historical Bureau and Daviess County Visitors Bureau

Marker ID #: 

14.1993.1

Marker Text: 

During the Civil War, on October 3, 1864, Daviess County draft officer Eli McCarty was murdered by antiwar draft protesters. Five men were convicted of his murder. Reportedly, several other men involved fled west.

Brief History

Captain Eli McCarty (November 28, 1828 - October 3, 1864)

A native of Daviess County, Eli was the son of James and Elizabeth McCarty. Eli married Sarah V. Lundy Allen on in 1857. Together they had four daughters. He served during the Mexican War during the years 1846 through 1848. He enlisted in the Union Army in the 42 Regiment Indiana Volunteers, Company G, on Sept. 23, 1860. After receiving wounds at the Battle of Perryville (Kentucky) on Oct. 8, 1861, the army discharged him for disability on March16, 1862. After passage of the Draft Act of 1863, he received an appointment as a draft officer to notify draftees of their status and requirement to report for enlistment.

The Draft Act of 1863

The Draft Act of 1863 passed Congress on March 3, 1863. The Act provided for a military draft to enlist the soldiers necessary to carry on the Civil War. The law stipulated that all males between twenty and forty-five years of age enroll in the draft. To administer the draft, a State Provost Marshal General headed each state. Below that, the law created several enrollment boards in each state headed by a district provost marshal. Each district enrollment board employed a number of clerks, deputies, and special agents. These boards were further divided into sub-districts that had enrollment officers to register eligible males and notify them if they were drafted. The Act allowed men to evade the draft by either paying a fine of $300 or finding someone to serve in their place. The evasion methods created a great deal of unrest in the lower classes who could not afford the $300, a substantial sum in 1862. This created riots in some cities and general discontent everywhere. 

Resistance in Daviess County

Many residents in Daviess County opposed the war and the draft. Some stated that if they were notified that they had been drafted, they would kill the notifying agent. Many residents held meetings in which they voiced their displeasure over the war and the draft. 

Captain Eli McCarty Does His Duty

On October 3, 1864, McCarty left his home to notify several men that they were compelled to report to the enrollment board. Brothers Samuel and Thornton Slicer, Jr. were his first stops. The Slicers had threatened him with death before he took his leave. He then had dinner with his friend, William Jackson. Jackson noted that McCarty was uneasy and upon hearing why, offered to accompany him on his next stops. McCarty declined, then left for his next two stops, William Madden and James Nash. He then stopped at the Macaboy home to notify them, but no one was home. 

The Murder

As he rode home Thornton Slicer and William Madden, who had been following him, accosted him and began to chase him. As McCarty fled, others joined in the chase. John Macaboy, waiting in ambush, shot and killed him. The assassins, five in all, found McCarty's horse and used it to carry the body to a river. They weighted it down and sank it in the water. But others had seen the murder and soon the countryside rose, a posse formed and search mounted. The five men were captured. The authorities took the five men, John Macaboy, Daniel Scales, William Whitesides, Washington Hederich, and Yokum Scott to Indianapolis to stand trial. All were convicted and sentenced to the penitentiary.

Title of Marker:

Indiana's Early Bird Pilot

Location:

Daviess County Airport, Sugarland Road, NE of Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1997 Indiana Historical Bureau and Children and Grandchildren of Daviess County native Roderick M. Wright.

Marker ID #: 

14.1997.1

Marker Text: 

Roderick M. Wright (1887-1960), one of Indiana's first pilots, received Federation Aeronautique Internationale pilot license No. 254 in 1913. Member of Early Birds, a national group of pilots who flew solo between 1903 and 1916. He was a flight instructor and a test, charter, and cargo pilot. Served in Indiana General Assembly, 1953-1957

Brief History

Roderick M. Wright (March 24, 1887 - October 13, 1960)

The son of Samuel W. O'Brien and Maxie D. Stanton O'Brien, Roderick was a native of Daviess County, Indiana. He studied aviation at the Wright Brothers School at Dayton, Ohio and had his first flight on July 16, 1913. Two years later Orville Wright, no relation, requested that Roderick become a flight instructor at Dayton. While in that position he taught famed aviator Edward Stinson how to fly. Before World War I, he worked as a test pilot for Sturtevant Company at Boston, Massachusetts. After the start of the war, he worked as a test pilot for War Department. As a test pilot, he flew all kinds of planes including monoplanes, biplanes and tri-planes. He was the first pilot to fly two airplanes at one time using radio control. During his career, he flew over 500 different types of airplanes. He continued his career during World War II drop testing parachutes for Reliance Manufacturing Company in Washington, Indiana. Before his death, he flew a jet aircraft, the T-33 jet in 1954 at sixty-seven years old. He died in the same house he was born in, a home built by his grandfather, in 1960.

Early Birds of Aviation

The organization began in 1928 as an organization devoted to the earliest aviators. The Early Birds of Aviation inducted 598 pilots. The membership included pilots that piloted a glider, gas balloon, or airplane, prior to December 17, 1916. The ending cut off was just prior to World War I, in 1916. When the last member died, George Debaun Grundy, Jr. on May 19, 1998, the organization dissolved. Grundy was 99 years old at his death.

Title of Marker:

Fort Flora

Location:

SW corner of E. Main & NE 2nd Streets, Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1999 Indiana Historical Bureau and Daviess County Visitors Bureau.

Marker ID #: 

14.1999.1

Marker Text: 

Built on this site by civilians to protect approximately ten families during War of 1812. Named for landowner David Flora. Ten such forts were built circa 1811-1813 in area that became Daviess County. Area was Knox County, part of Indiana Territory 1800-1816. Daviess County was carved out of Knox County 1817, following Indiana's statehood 1816.

Brief History by the Author

Created in 1815, Washington's first name was Liverpool. The town grew up around the protection of Fort Flora. Residents changed the name to Washington in 1817. The fort was located at the point where Main Street and 2nd Street intersect. The town is located just east of the White River on Indiana State Road 57 near the intersection of Interstate 69 and US 150.

Title of Marker:

Homer E. Capehart / GOP Cornfield Conference

Location:

Junction of CR 600 N & CR 150 W on SW side of the railroad tracks, 1.5 miles west of SR 57 on CR 600 N, about 6 miles NW of Washington. (Daviess County, Indiana)

Installed by:

Erected 1999 Indiana Historical Bureau and Daviess County Visitors Bureau.

Marker ID #: 

14.1999.2

Marker Text: 

Side one:

Born into Indiana farming family 1897. Manufactured and pioneered sales of automatic phonographs, creating Capehart Corporation. Executive of Rudolph Wurlitzer Company 1933-1944. Organized 1938 Republican Party "Cornfield Conference" on Capehart farmland across the road. Became influential in party; served as U.S. senator 1945-1963. Died 1979.

Side two:

Republican Party rally organized by Homer E. Capehart took place August 26-27, 1938 on the Capehart farm. Thousands from Indiana and other states attended; received significant national news coverage. Event sparked revival of Republican Party in Indiana and nationally and launched Capehart's political career."

Brief History by the Author

Five years of Democratic political dominance had taken their toll on the Republican Party. Franklin D. Roosevelt and his "New Deal Democrats" had vanquished the Republican Party, almost driving them from the political scene. From the cornfields of Indiana, hope arose. Homer E. Capehart, successful businessman and farmer, held his famous "Cornfield Conference." A revitalized Republican party arose from the fields of maize and found new life in the corn.

Homer E. Capehart (June 6, 1897 – September 3, 1979)

The son of Alvin Thomas and Susan (Kelso) Capehart, Homer was a native of Algiers, Indiana. During World War I, he served as a sergeant in the 12th Infantry and Quartermaster Department, U.S. Army, from 1917-1919. In 1921, he and Irma Viola Mueller married. The couple had three children. After the war, he worked as a salesman for an advertising agency, in Green Bay, Wisconsin, from 1922 to 1923. He then joined record player and popcorn machine manufacturer Holcomb and Hoke. He started his own company, the Capehart Corporation in Fort Wayne, Indiana until 1931, when investors forced him to leave the company. Undeterred, he started another company called Packard. While at the helm of this company, he developed the Simplex mechanism, which automatically changed records in jukeboxes. In 1933, the Wurlitzer Company bought him out and he stayed on at Wurlitzer as vice-president. He helped revitalize what had been a declining company by supervising the manufacture and sale of almost 150,000 jukeboxes. By 1938, Homer had made his fortune and fame. He was ready to get into politics. 

An Idea to Revitalize the Republicans

Homer credited his enormous success to hard work, individual self-discipline, and an optimistic attitude. He felt that the Republican Party needed an infusion of these qualities to revitalize it. He had held a huge company picnic for Wurlitzer workers at his farm in 1937 in Davies County, Indiana. The following year he approached Indiana Republican State Chairman, Arch Bobbitt with an idea. The mid-term elections of 1938 were approaching, and Republicans needed something to boost their morale. He proposed to hold a "cornfield rally" for the Republican Party. Seeing they really had nothing to lose, Bobbitt agreed. 

The Cornfield Conference

Capeheart worked hard to put the event together. He had a 120-acre alfalfa field mowed and workers erected twenty-eight blue and white tents in it. The tents held kitchens, radio broadcasters, a first aid station and concessions. On August 28, 1938, the people arrived. One tent held ten thousand people. Attendees were treated to a genuine Hoosier feast of barbecued chicken, relishes, mashed potatoes and country gravy, corn on the cob, watermelon, rolls and butter, iced tea, and coffee. Over than five thousand chickens, seventy thousand steamed clams, and three tons of corn on the cob met their end at the event. The Cornfield Conference made national news, making the front pages of the New York Times, the Chicago Tribune and other newspapers. 

A Revitalized Party

Over twenty-thousand Republicans attended the event from all over the nation. They had come on trains, planes and by car. They left feeling revitalized. In the November elections, the renewed spirit paid off with historic gains. Republicans picked up seventy-two seats in the House and seven in the Senate. Though the Democrats still retained majorities in both houses and would keep the Presidency until 1954, the gains infused them with hope. The Cornfield Conference also launched Homer's political career. He won election to the Senate in 1944. He would not relinquish his seat until 1962, becoming the first Indiana Senator to win three terms.

Back to Table of Contents



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Dubois County

[image: ]




County Seat - Jasper

Area - 435.33 sq mi

Population - 42,558 (2017)

Founded - February 1, 1818

Named for- Toussaint Dubois

County Government

Dubois County Courthouse  

One Courthouse Square

Jasper, IN 47546  

https://www.duboiscountyin.org/

Tourism Information

Dubois County Visitors Center & Tourism Commission

2704 Newton St. 

Jasper IN 47546

800-968-4578

https://visitduboiscounty.com/

Dubois County Fairgrounds

4157 S St Rd #162, 

Huntingburg, IN 47542

1-812-482-2434

https://www.duboiscountyin.org/departments/dubois_county_park/index.php

History:

The original inhabitants of the area of Dubois County were the Piankishaw/Shawnee Indian tribe. The Dubois County area saw its first white settlers around 1801. The first settlement, Fort McDonald, which is south of present Portersville, became established at around this time. 

Most of the early settlements formed along the Buffalo Trace, which was a ten-to twenty-foot-wide clearing used by buffalo to migrate from the Illinois plains to the salt licks of Kentucky. Settlers used the Buffalo Trace, as well as the White and Patoka Rivers, to move into the area. Indiana State Road 56 east of Haysville follows the route of the Trace. The communities of Jasper and Haysville began along the trace soon after Fort McDonald. 

On December 20, 1817, The Indiana State Legislature took parts of three counties, Orange, Pike and Perry to fashion Dubois County. The County officially came into existence on February 1, 1818. The county draws its name from Toussaint Dubois.

Toussaint Dubois ( October 8, 1762 - May 10, 1816)

Toussaint Dubois was a Frenchman who saw action in Revolutionary War, the Battle of Tippecanoe and the War of 1812. Dubois resided mainly in Vincennes, Indiana but visited the area frequently, making the first land entry in the county in 1807. 

That same year the county formed a substantial portion of the residents of Dubois County died of milk sickness that is really a poisoning caused by cows eating white snakeroot. White snakeroot contains a toxin called temetrol that passes through the cow in its milk, poisoning those who drink the milk.

The first governmental proceedings occurred in Fort McDonald, but Porterville became the first county seat in 1818 because of its location on the White River and its nearness to the Buffalo Trace. In 1830, the Indiana State Legislature caused the county seat moved to Jasper, where it remains. A fire destroyed the courthouse in 1839, destroying all county records. A new courthouse replaced the burned one in 1844. The current courthouse replaced that one in 1911.

Museums and Historic Sites

Dr. Ted's Musical Marvels

11896 South US 231

Dale, IN 47523

(812) 937-4250

http://www.drteds.com/

Huntingburg Museum

508 East Fourth Street

P.O. Box 10

Huntingburg, IN 47542

webmaster@huntingburg-in.gov

https://www.huntingburg-in.gov/category/subcategory.php?categoryid=16

Indiana Baseball Hall of Fame

851 College Avenue

Jasper, IN

https://www.indbaseballhalloffame.org/

Jasper Arts Center

951 College Ave, 

Jasper, IN 47546

https://www.jasperindiana.gov/topic/index.php?topicid=80&structureid=50

Jasper Community Arts

100 3rd Ave, 

Jasper

(812) 482-3070

https://www.jasperarts.org/

Thyen-Clark Cultural Center

100 3rd Ave, 

Jasper

(812) 482-3070

https://www.jasperarts.org/tccc

The Astra

517 Main St, 

Jasper

(812) 566-1935

http://astratheater.com/

Traditional Arts Today

314 W. 9th St.,

Ferdinand, IN 47532

(812) 998-2487

https://www.traditionalartstoday.org/

Huntingburg League Stadium

203 S Cherry St., 

Huntingburg

(812) 683-2211

https://www.huntingburg-in.gov/topic/index.php?topicid=38&structureid=18

Ireland Historical Society

Ireland Methodist Church

911 Address

5173W Walnut Street

Jasper, IN, 47546

Mailing Address

Ireland Historical Society 

P.O. Box 71

Ireland, IN 47545

812-639-7646

https://www.irelandindiana.com/IrelandHistoricalSociety/Index.htm

Shiloh Meeting House and Cemetery

Near Ireland in Madison Township, Shiloh Road Dubois County, Indiana

Emmanuel Lutheran Hill Church

Located on CR 600 E, just off N 445 E

About 1.75 miles from Dubois Crossroads
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