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Dedication
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To our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ—

Our Light in the darkness. Our Rock of salvation, and the Author of our faith. May the words of this message bring glory to Your name and draw hearts ever closer to You.

"For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen." — Romans 11:36​
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Introduction
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This book will endeavour to guide the readers into a better understanding of what the rapture is, who will be raptured, and when this event is prophesied to happen. For me personally, I dislike the term “rapture”. Apart from the fact this word is never used throughout the entire Bible, it just seems so impersonal and cold. I much prefer to use the term the Bible uses for this event. “Being gathered to Jesus”. This portrays for me a loving embrace from our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

But for this book, I will reluctantly use the word “rapture”, because that is what most people who want information on this topic will search for.

There are three dominant schools of thought on this matter that would be very confusing for anyone who is studying this topic. Therefore, I believe it is very important for me to start with a brief description of just what the rapture is before going any further in this book.

The rapture is when all of God’s elect will be gathered to Jesus (raptured) at the end of this present age. They will be the Saints who have been loyal to Jesus. Some will have laid down their lives rather than conform to the ways of this world and its many false religions. Their names will be in what is called “The Lamb’s book of life”. I will discuss this all important book later in this book. But for now, it is suffice to say those who are raptured are God’s elect, and they will come from every nation, people and language on earth.

To get a proper understanding about the rapture will require you to spend some time in researching this topic in your own Bible. It would be very wrong to believe anyone on any Bible subject without searching the scriptures to see if what you are being told is the truth or not. We must always be like the Bereans Luke described in Acts 17:10-11.


Act 17:10  And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea: who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews. 

Act 17:11  These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so. 



If you do not study the Bible yourself but just believe what you are told, there is a genuine possibility you will not come to know the truth. It is imperative you study the word of God. It is also imperative you spend time in prayer to God seeking His understanding. Since he is the author of this amazing book, who better to go to for the correct knowledge on this subject?

The Bible that I have used for references in this book is the “World English Bible” (WEB). If you have a different version of the bible that is perfectly OK. The wording may be different, but I am sure you will find the meaning of the verses to be the same.

My prayer now is that you will gain some understanding from reading this book and that it will inspire you to continue to seek God. Keep in mind the scripture from 2 Timothy 3:16.


2Ti 3:16  All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: 



All scripture means both the old and the new testaments. Remember that the only scriptures that were available to Jesus and his disciples were those contained in the old testament. It was the Apostles who wrote the books of the new testament that we have today. Therefore, do not neglect the “Old Testament” in the Bible, as it is vital in understanding many parts of the “New Testament”. The entire bible is the inspired word of God.

In this book, I have attempted to cover all aspects of this topic. In doing so, I have entered certain chapters that you may feel are totally irrelevant to the rapture. These chapters all add something to the overall picture, and while they may seem like they are out of place. They all add more information, and when added together, they help in understanding this very complex topic.

While you may be tempted to rush to near the end of the book and the chapter titled “When Is The Rapture” for a quick answer. I would suggest you read the book in chapter order to gain the best understanding possible. You will no doubt find the answer in this book, long before you actually get to that chapter, but that is where I go into more detail in explaining when this event will occur.​
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My Personal Thoughts
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Before I started looking into God’s word for any answers, and with no real research, I just thought, “what seems to be correct by what I know of God”. With no real research, I just thought “what seems to be right”. So, taking what I now know and understand about God, I tried to reason which “Rapture Theory” is most likely to be correct.

In many parts of the bible. As well as in recorded history, we have seen thousands, and probably millions, of Christians persecuted and put to death for their belief and trust in Jesus Christ. 

Right from the time of the very first Pentecost, the establishment of the church, we have seen shocking acts of violence against God’s elect. And God has taken no one away from these times of persecution. 

The Apostles were all (except for John) murdered for their beliefs and for preaching the gospel. We have heard about Christians being fed to the lions. Many being burnt at the stake and many other means of eliminating Christians have been employed throughout the last two thousand years. Today, when you look at places like China, Afghanistan and many other nations, you can see where Christians are still being murdered just because they are Christians.

Millions of Christians have been murdered and so far, not one has been taken away by God to a place of safety, or even raptured away from the dangers. These millions of faithful Christians stayed where they were and suffered for his name.

Therefore, if we want the truth on this matter, we have to ask ourselves some tough questions and then come to the right conclusion.

Question 1 “Why should we expect to be raptured away before persecutions start, when so many other faithful Christians were not, but suffered some horrific deaths?”

Consider this. What is worse? Taken captive by people who hate Christians and being murdered by them prior to the tribulation starting. Or being captured by people who hate Christians and being murdered by them during the tribulation? There is no difference. In both cases, Christians are persecuted and put to death. Jesus has warned us this will happen, and I have covered this more in the chapter “All Kinds Of Trials”.

Question 2  “Why are we any better than those brave people who trusted God even unto their death, that we should expect to be taken out of harm’s way?”

How many Christians had been murdered since that first Pentecost? The number must be in the millions by now. therefore, why is it that Christians should suddenly expect to be removed from the earth during the tribulation? What is the difference between pre-tribulation saints and saints who will live during the tribulation? Are the pre-tribulation saints more worthy of God’s protection? Ask yourself the question. Who is worthy of anything from God? The answer to that question is no-one is worthy of anything from God. The chapter “God Never Changes” will cover this topic in more detail.

Question 3 “Why would God change the way he deals with the world, and with his elect? Just because the tribulation period will be much worse than other times of persecution?” 

God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. He will not change his MO (method of operation) just to please a few Christians who are too afraid to trust him during the tribulation. We have a promise from God he will protect Christians from his wrath. If we have such a promise from God, then you can rely on him keeping that promise. Therefore, it is vital to know when God’s wrath will be poured out on the world. Please read carefully the chapter titled “Saved From God’s Wrath” when you come to it.

Question 4  “If we are raptured away before the tribulation starts. Along with all the other Christians in the world, then who is going to teach our families, friends and loved ones? Who are mostly non believers, about the conditions of the world, and why it is in such a mess? And just what they need to do if they are going to be saved?”

For me, this is one of the greatest questions you will need to answer. We know from Revelation 7:9-14 that a great multitude will turn to Jesus during the tribulation, so how did they learn the truth about Jesus if all Christians have been raptured to heaven? When you come to the chapter titled “The Best People For The Job”, you will find another reason Christians will not experience a rapture before the tribulation starts.

Question 5  “Do we want to be raptured away and leave our families to the Devil?”

This question will test you. What does Rev 21:8 say about the cowardly? Those who are afraid to attest to Jesus as their Lord and God. Those who want to run away from trouble and hide when their families will desperately need their knowledge and understanding of God and his plan of salvation for his elect. Notice the very first sin listed there is for the cowardly, and what does their future look like? It is to be thrown into the lake of fire that is the second death. This thought is expounded upon in the chapter titled “Is Fear A Sin?”

The answer to that last question for me is double-barrelled. Of course I want to escape the tribulation. I have studied the last book in the Bible. The book of Revelation and have understood the many catastrophes that are going to come on the Earth. Yes, I would love to avoid all this suffering if possible. Then I think no, I need to be here for those I love who will live through the tribulation. I would appear like a coward if I just “packed my bags” so to speak and abandoned them when they will need me the most.

I know that the seven years of the tribulation are going to be horrific and terrifying to live through, so yes, I want out. Again, what about those that I love who are about to suffer through the times of the tribulation?

How many of you reading this book would run away from your loved one’s homes if it were on fire? Maybe leave them struggling in a raging river and not try to save them? Or fighting a spiritual battle against an unseen enemy they cannot comprehend? Could you run away for your own protection? Could you ever “leave and forsake” those you love? Are you not prepared to “lay down your life” to help your family? 

We should be prepared to do what Jesus Christ did for us. We should be prepared to never abandon or leave them, and especially when they will need us the most during the tribulation.

To be looking forward to “a pre-tribulation rapture”, and leaving our unbelieving family, friends and neighbours behind, when they will need our help the most. We are saying we are happy to leave them to their own devices. Let their houses burn down without lifting a finger to help them. Allow them to drown in that raging river and just wave them goodbye as they are sucked into the raging torrent. To let them fight against the powers of darkness and evil without a care in the world, because you have been taken away to where you are safe. Is this truly what you want, and if it is, then shame upon you!!!.

The very thought of a pre-tribulation rapture should appal us and leave us feeling like we are about to throw our loved ones under a bus. What does Heb 13:5-6 say about the attitude of Jesus towards us? 


Heb 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 

Heb 13:6  So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me. 



We can see from these scriptures that Jesus will never leave us and will never forsake us, no matter what. Today, we see those who believe in a pre-tribulation rapture longing for a time when they are taken away from their families. When they will be happy to forsake them. When they are looking forward to a time when they will leave them to fight against the powers of darkness without their help. Not prepared to give their lives for their families, as Jesus did for them on the cross. Is that what God wants from his people?

Just from my personal thoughts and reasoning. I have concluded that a pre-tribulation rapture, or a mid-tribulation rapture theory are contrary to the way God has always dealt with his elect. These theories cannot answer the questions I asked earlier. And as I go deeper into this topic, I will show why I cannot believe in them.

Now I will go to “his Words”, the Holy Bible. To see if I can prove to anyone reading this book what I have now come to believe concerning the Rapture. That the post-tribulation rapture is the only solution that makes any sense and that does not run contrary to what God has shown Himself to be.

Many people when they study the bible do so with a bias towards what they already believe. It is very difficult to study and not lean towards what you previously understood to be the truth on a matter, even if it is not correct. Some people are more interested in proving themselves to be right, rather than listening to the “Word Of God” and accepting what is right. To prove yourself right, rather than learn the truth, is a total waste of your time, because you will never see past what you already think is right. You will never find the truth.

It is extremely difficult to “unlearn” something and replace it with another understanding. To acknowledge that you are wrong is never easy. But if you are to understand the Bible correctly, then you must be prepared to accept what is written in this amazing book.

You will also need to accept the fact that your close friends and family may not understand what you are doing and may turn away from you. This is when you will need to trust God, and go with what he has revealed to you from his word, the Bible.​
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What Is The Tribulation?
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Christians who have studied prophecy from the Bible know what the tribulation is, but there are also many who have never studied this topic. This Chapter is for those who are not familiar with the tribulation and what it means. There is a lot of confusion and many novel ideas about the tribulation. When it will happen, who will be affected, how long it will last? I will give a quick overview of my thoughts on this complex matter.

We know that the tribulation is going to last for seven years and occur just prior to the return of Jesus Christ to this world. This seven years is the last week of the Prophet Daniel’s prophecy found in Chapter nine in the book of Daniel. Many see it as a time of God’s wrath on the earth. But is that correct? By the end of this message, I hope to convince you that the “Tribulation” and “God’s Wrath” are two totally different things that occur at different times. 

For these seven years of what the Bible terms the tribulation, Satan is still “the prince of this world”, he can still influence people and he is still leading people astray, away from God. Satan is still trying to destroy anything that looks in the least bit like God, his church or anyone who wants to follow Jesus. He will continue doing this until Jesus returns and takes possession of the earth as his kingdom. Only then will Satan’s influence over the entire world be stopped.

During the tribulation, there will be a “one world church”, a “one world government”, and a “one world currency”. Today, in July 2025, these things are taking shape. I believe that in a few very short years, these three things will rapidly take control of the world. These will all be the makings of Satan. The persecution of the Christians during this time is also at the hand of Satan. There is the mark of the beast on the right hand or on the forehead that will be enforced on all people. Those who refuse this Mark of the Beast will be prevented from buying or selling anything. That includes food and all the necessities for life. Without this mark, it will be very difficult to survive. This is satanic. Every bad thing that will happen during the tribulation is of Satan, not of God. 

People who believe in the pre-tribulation and mid-tribulation raptures see the Second Coming of Christ as a secret event. Only those who he has come to “rapture away” from the earth will know that he has come. Everyone else will just be wondering where the millions of people have just vanish to. This includes husbands, wives, children, brothers, sisters, aunties and uncles of those who are left behind. Then, when Jesus comes back at the end of the tribulation period, it will be his third coming. This is difficult to accept because, as far as I know, Jesus will only come back one more time. Nowhere in all scripture is Jesus Christ prophesied to come two more times and certainly never “in secret”.

Christians who believe in a post tribulation rapture only expect Jesus to return one more time, and that will be after the full seven years of the tribulation have been completed. This is the position I now accept.

Those who believe in the pre-tribulation rapture talk about people mysteriously disappearing in the twinkling of an eye while at work, driving cars, etc. People just going about their daily lives, then suddenly they are gone. Truck drivers, train drivers, pilots, doctors half way through an open heart surgery. I think you can imagine many more of these sorts of scenarios.

Not being able to say goodbye to their loved ones, just gone in a fraction of a second. According to this idea, these people will disappear from the earth before the tribulation starts. That means that later today (in December 2024) they may all mysteriously disappear, and with no warning, and they will be happy to leave their loved ones to whatever fate awaits them. This theory is refuted in the chapter “Imminence of the Rapture theory”.

Let us take just one scenario and see how it may play out. A good Christian father is taking his family, who do not believe the same way he does, on a car journey along a narrow and twisting, dangerous mountain road. Suddenly, he is raptured. What will now become of the family he loves as they are now in a car with no driver? I doubt either the father of this family, or God would want a situation like this. Or what about a massive truck on an extremely busy highway and the driver is suddenly raptured? No time to stop, just let the truck go. I hope you get the picture. What about pilots with hundreds of passengers? What will be their fate if the pilot is raptured?

I realise that if the reader of this book is a believer in the pre-tribulation or mid-tribulation raptures, then you will not like what I have said so far. All I ask is for a fair hearing. Please read with an open mind to the end of the book and then judge what I have written. Remember Proverbs 25:2.


Pro 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a thing: but the honour of kings is to search out a matter. 



Consider yourself as a King, and search out the matter for yourself and from your own Bible. Your future with Jesus in his kingdom is far too important to just let others tell you what you should or should not believe. Secure your own future by studying his word and seeking the truth from the only place you will find it. In the word of God, in the Bible.​
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What Is The Rapture?
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The rapture is a very complicated subject with many theories about when it will take place. Many of the preachers you see on “YouTube” preach about the pre-tribulation rapture. They get very excited about being raptured and can sound very convincing, and you can see why people believe them. Unfortunately, most of the congregation will just listen and take in what they are told. They are happy to just accept what someone else has told them. 

The vast majority of these people will never look into their own Bibles to see if what they are told is true. It is just too hard and time-consuming to do that much study, so it is easier to believe a pastor who should know the answers. What ever you do, do not hand over your future with Jesus because it is too hard to look into God’s holy scriptures for the truth.

What if these preachers are wrong, and those who believe them are following a lie? Unfortunately, I believe many people who listen to these preachers are there to hear what they want to hear, or as the word of God says in 2 Timothy 4:3.


2Ti 4:3  For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 



How many people will just want to hear what their itching ears want to hear? Why bother with going to the actual word of God for the truth, when they can just listen to these “learned men” and blindly believe what they are told?

I believe that this is one of the biggest problem facing Christians today. A blind belief in what a man is telling them, and not being like the Bereans and searching the scriptures daily, to see if what they are being told is the truth or not. Do these people ever get their bibles down and study them? There is faith in God, and there is blind faith in anything that sounds good.

One important point that we must understand is that this theory of a pre-tribulation rapture only started in about 1830. Before this time, none of the preachers or church leaders taught this idea, so it is only a relatively new idea that is now widespread among Christians. And I believe it is widespread because these Christians are looking for the easy way out. They hope for an escape from the time of tribulation that is surely going to come upon the world.

There is no evidence of the pre-tribulation rapture theory being preached seriously before about 1830. This theory grew out of the translations of the Bible that John Nelson Darby analysed in 1833, and the comments in this version of the bible are where the pre-tribulation rapture ideas started, and this belief is very widely held by many Christians today.

If I am right, and the pre-tribulation rapture is a false teaching. What is going to happen to the millions of Christians who are looking forward to this pre-tribulation rapture? How is their faith in God going to take a massive blow as they suddenly find themselves in the tribulation and God has not taken them out of the world? These people will mostly lose patience and faith in God. During the tribulation, there will be a massive increase in wickedness, and as these Christians see no protection for themselves, they will turn away from God. The love of most will grow cold because they will feel let down and deserted by God.

I believe that the scripture we find in Mat 24:10-13 refers to these people.


Mat 24:10  And then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall hate one another. 

Mat 24:11  And many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many. 

Mat 24:12  And because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold. 

Mat 24:13  But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved. 



Leading up to verse eight, we see predictions from Jesus about wars etc. that are coming. Then in verses 10-13 notice what is predicted to happen. Many will turn away from their faith and their churches. The false prophets will deceive many. The love of many will grow cold. This is a powerful part of scripture, and I believe it is a warning that we must study the scriptures on this subject and get it right. In Mat 24:12 we read it is the love of many that will grow cold.

If we know the truth about this matter. Then we are more likely to be prepared spiritually for what is coming. When disasters strike, we will not be shocked. We understand that God’s plan does not include his elect from being “raptured”. But it will be our opportunity to help our loved ones through the time of tribulation. We can be one of those who stands firm to the end, as we read in verse 13.

Those who stand firm until the end will be the elect who know that they will experience the full time of the tribulation. They will have prepared themselves mentally and spiritually for what is coming upon them. When wars increase and all other evils rapidly increase, they will not be surprised. Those who are not mentally and spiritually prepared will soon desert God and their faith.

We see more evidence of people falling away from the truth when troubles strike in 2 Thessalonians 2:1-8. This is one section of scripture that the pre-tribulationists use to “prove” their theory. Yet, if you understand it correctly, you will see it does the exact opposite. You do not have to be a Bible scholar to see the mistake they make. Just read it carefully and believe what you read.

In the following verses, we see a warning from Jesus to not be deceived about his coming. And another warning that many will fall away from the truth and from God. Read these verses slowly and carefully and you will see why the pre-tribulation rapture theory is completely false.


2Th 2:1  Now we beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 

2Th 2:2  That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand. 

2Th 2:3  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 

2Th 2:4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. 

2Th 2:5  Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things? 

2Th 2:6  And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. 

2Th 2:7  For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the way. 

2Th 2:8  And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming: 
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