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​Preamble
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From the day of his baptism, Deacon Camille VANARD experienced a deep conviction: that he had received the Holy Scriptures as if they were engraved in his mind. This vivid and unforgettable impression forged in him an awareness of a special calling, that of walking according to God's will, with a faith rooted in the Word.

An engineer by training, formerly rational and sceptical, he saw his life transformed when an illness that medicine could not cure led him to cry out to the Lord. Following this divine call — "You must pray, my child" — he was healed, which turned his world upside down and led him on a path of total commitment to the Gospel.

Inspired by this experience of conversion and healing, Camille developed a ministry of prayer and intercession, encouraged by his Church and guided by the Spirit of God. This book is the result of that journey: it offers a meditation on God's call in our lives, on how the Lord draws us, forms us and sends us forth, despite our frailties.

Through these pages, he desires to convey the hope that everyone, regardless of their history, can hear God's voice and allow themselves to be led. 

Since biblical times, the Lord has called ordinary men and women to accomplish extraordinary works, and He continues to call, raise up and send forth today.

Camille was born into a family with a rich spiritual and historical background. But this past also carried chains. Pain, abandonment, invisible struggles, family curses, temptations... This book is the story of his exodus from Egypt, his inner healing, his spiritual battles, his visions and his radical conversion. Through it all, he encountered "the One who changes everything".
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Introduction
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This is not a religious story. It is a journey into the depths of the soul, into the real darkness that a person can experience, even with a smile on their face. It is also a revelation of God's outstretched arm. Each chapter is a step in the journey of redemption that I myself have experienced. My goal? 

To bring you to meet the God who saves, delivers and restores.

The beginning of the book is the starting point of my story. The beginning of my calling. I didn't know how to pray. I didn't understand God. But He had already chosen me. And that simple sentence, spoken in the silence of the night, would open the way to the light for me.

"My child, you must pray."

And if you too hear this call... don't delay. For it is not your faith that begins the story, it is the voice of God that sets it in motion.

This edited version of the first chapter introduces several spiritual reflections, additional biblical examples, and theological meditations. 

This shifts the focus from the simple narrative to a deeper reflection on the encounter with God, while maintaining the connection with my personal experience.

The editing of the other chapters adds theological and spiritual depth to my testimony, while introducing reflections on obedience, faith, and divine healing. Each biblical example and modern testimony included helps to connect my experience to universal spiritual truths. I have therefore structured this edition as follows:


	
More in-depth reflections on each theme: this book deals with biblical insights, theological reflections, contemporary illustrations and also spiritual testimonies that I would like to share.


	
Modern and historical testimonies: I also describe testimonies of famous people in the Christian faith who have gone through similar trials. For example, the experiences of healing or reconciliation lived by well-known figures such as Billy Graham, John Wesley, Catherine Kuhlman, etc.


	
More biblical examples and explanations: I have added more biblical parallels to each chapter. For example, in the chapter on purifying trials, I have explored the role of trials in the Christian faith with detailed references to stories such as Joseph, Job, and even events in the life of Jesus Christ.


	
Additional prayers and meditations: For example, at the end of each chapter, I have included a specific prayer or spiritual meditation on the theme covered. Each chapter could conclude with a personal exhortation, a call to faith, or a spiritual challenge.


	
Personal reflections: I also share additional personal testimonies that I have experienced since my healing, my visions, or my encounters with people who have seen their lives transformed through my testimony.




Here is a brief summary of the first chapters of the book: 

Chapter 1: From Darkness to Light

The founding testimony of the supernatural encounter with Jesus Christ, marking the transition from a life of spiritual darkness to divine light.

Chapter 2: Baptism by fire and trial

Explanation of the spiritual trials that often precede God's call. Fire is not meant to destroy us, but to purify us.

Chapter 3: The Silence of God

When God does not speak, it does not mean that He is absent. God's silence often prepares us for the greatest revelations.

Chapter 4: The School of Humility

God humbles before He exalts. Humility is the gateway to true spiritual greatness.

Chapter 5: The Narrow Way

Following Jesus means denying oneself. The path is narrow, but it leads to life.

Chapter 6: The Power of the Cross

Everything hinges on the cross. It is there that salvation, healing and victory take root.

Chapter 7: The Blood of the Covenant

Revelation of the power of Jesus' blood: it speaks better than Abel's and purifies dead consciences.

Chapter 8: Faith That Moves Mountains

Sincere faith, rooted in the Word, is capable of overcoming all obstacles.

Chapter 9: The Mystery of Obedience

Obeying God even without understanding opens the doors to the miraculous.

Chapter 10: The desert and its secrets

God shapes His chosen ones in the desert. This arid place is where the greatest revelations occur.

Chapter 11: The Prophetic Mantle

A teaching on the role of the prophet, the transmission of the anointing, and the dangers of spiritual pride.

Chapter 12: The Call to Spiritual Warfare

An introduction to the invisible realities of spiritual warfare and the armour of God.

Chapter 13: The Enemy's Traps

Decoding the devil's tricks to lead God's children astray.

Chapter 14: The Walk in Sanctification

Sanctification is a divine requirement, a progressive walk toward Christlikeness.

Chapter 15: Rejection, an instrument of training

God uses rejection to train His servants and bring them to depend on Him alone.

Chapter 16: Joseph's coat: from the pit to the throne

Joseph's prophetic journey symbolises elevation after humiliation.

Chapter 17: Dreams and night revelations

God still speaks through dreams. How to discern, interpret and protect them.

Chapter 18: The Ministry of Intercession

The intercessor is an invisible but essential bulwark in the Kingdom of God.

Chapter 19: Anointing in brokenness

God uses brokenness to release authentic anointing.

Chapter 20: The invisible battle of the intercessor

A call to those who watch in secret, carrying burdens that are not their own.

Chapter 21: Wisdom in Pain

God transforms suffering into wisdom, provided we do not rebel.

Chapter 22: Prayer that Shakes Heaven

Fervent, persevering, sincere prayer can overturn impossible situations.

Chapter 23: The Mystery of Spiritual Warfare in Dreams

Dreams are often battlefields. We must learn to fight even in our sleep.

Chapter 24: The Voice of Blood in the Spiritual World

Innocent blood cries out and has spiritual power. God hears this cry.

Chapter 25: The Voice of Repentance: Judas or Peter?

Two types of repentance: one leads to restoration, the other to despair. Which one is yours?

Chapter 26: The Hidden Suffering of the Called

The truly called often go through deep pain, misunderstood by men but known to God.

Chapter 27: The mystery of healing through the blood of Jesus Christ

A teaching on divine healing, rooted in the sacrifice of the Son of God.

Chapter 28: The invisible touch: when the spirit grasps eternity

The Holy Spirit sometimes touches the soul in a dimension beyond time, revealing the reality of heaven.

Chapter 29: When God is silent... but active

Even when silent, God is at work. He does not sleep. He acts in the shadows.

Chapter 30: The invisible battle: facing the enemy of mankind

Ephesians 6:12. We do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against invisible forces.

Chapter 31: The smell of acceptable sacrifice

God recognises the authenticity of a heart that gives itself completely, even in pain.

Chapter 32: Judgment Begins with the House of God

Before judging the world, God first purifies His Church. Let us prepare ourselves.

Chapter 33: God and Your Destiny

Your destiny is not in the hands of chance, but in the pierced hands of your Redeemer.

Chapter 34: The secret place  

It is in secret that God shapes us, speaks to us, and transforms us. Hidden prayer is the most powerful.

Chapter 35: God Is Not Afraid of Death

Even death obeys Jesus. Where everything seems to be over, God begins.

Chapter 36: The Mystery of Healing Through the Blood of Jesus Christ (continued)

A deeper look at the revelation of blood as a channel of life and divine restoration.

I leave it to the reader to discover the content of the other chapters for themselves.
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​Chapter 1: When the soul touches infinity.
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The cosmic experience before baptism

"The heavens declare the glory of God, and the expanse proclaims the work of His hands."

(Psalm 19:2)

I was not yet baptised, nor was I ill. At that time, I knew nothing about theology, dogma or the mysteries of salvation. However, one evening, while chatting with my brother, something completely inexplicable happened.

I was standing in a room with my brother, discussing the origin of man. He said, "In the beginning, the gods created man..." A thought then arose in me, simple, internal, but firm:

"No, there is only one God."

It was at that precise moment that everything changed.

​I was transported to another dimension.

In a breath, I found myself projected beyond the walls, beyond matter, into a cosmic dimension that I can only describe with imperfect words. My mind was suspended in the universe, contemplating the silent magnificence of the stars. But what dominated everything was an immense, infinite, burning love that filled the entire room, saturating my being without me having the power to control it or . If I had been converted at that time, I would undoubtedly have exalted God with Psalm 8:

"Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth. When I consider the heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have made, what is man that you are mindful of him... etc."

The pure love that filled me then was not an emotion. It was a living presence, a conscious light. It seemed to emanate from the very heart of the cosmos, and at the same time, it spoke to me intimately, without words, in a state of perfect fulfilment.

​A biblical experience?

Later, after my conversion, as I reread the Scriptures, I understood. What I had experienced was similar to what Ezekiel experienced when he had a vision of the heavens opening and living beings bearing glory (Ezekiel 1).

Ezekiel, who had a vision of the open heavens and living beings bearing glory (Ezekiel 1).

Isaiah, who saw the Lord sitting on a high throne, when he was not yet a prophet (Isaiah 6).

John, exiled to Patmos, transported in spirit before the throne of God (Revelation 4).

Paul, who was caught up to the third heaven and heard inexpressible words (2 Corinthians 12:2-4).

All these men once touched eternity without their bodies moving. That is what my soul experienced that evening, before I understood what God wanted from me.

"Psalm 8 ► Louis Segond Bible

1 O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is Your name in all the earth, how great is Your majesty above the heavens!

[image: ]3 When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have created:

​A God who reveals Himself before we seek Him.

I was no saint, far from it. I wasn't even seeking heaven; I was a staunch materialist and rationalist. And yet, heaven came to me. It was the prelude to my calling, the preface to an upheaval. I knew deep down that God had seen me, that He knew me, and that He loved me despite my ignorance.

That moment left a lasting impression on me. Because when, months later, I came close to death and then encountered Jesus in a vision in the tomb, I recognised that same peace, that same light, that same outstretched hand.

​What this means spiritually.

Modern man believes that heaven is empty, that the universe is random. But when the soul opens up, God reveals Himself. He is everywhere. He fills the universe. He is the Creator of the constellations, the Master of the galaxies. But He is also the Father who enters your room when you pray alone at night.

"He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him..." (Isaiah 53:2)

That invisible God, that Jesus rejected by men, revealed to me that evening that His light shines not only in temples, but in the hearts of those who dare to recognise Him in silence.

​

Spiritual reflection

Before I repented, before I even knew His Name, God had seen me. He had visited me through a vision that transcended physical laws.

Perhaps you are experiencing something similar. You feel things you cannot explain. You are touching a mystery. You sense a divine Presence. Do not close your heart. But do not open it to the wind either, for the enemy prowls around seeking whom he may devour.

God speaks before man seeks Him.

"You did not choose me, but I chose you..." (John 15:16)

​Key verse

"The spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord, searching all the inner depths of man."

(Proverbs 20:27)

​Prayer 

Lord, You who visited me when I did not know You, You who opened the heavens to my ignorant soul, I bless You. You are the God who calls in silence. You are greater than the stars, yet You stand at the bedside of the brokenhearted. Reveal Yourself again to those who doubt. Reveal yourself to those who do not yet seek you. And grant that those who have touched the infinite may finally turn to you, the only true God. Amen.

My advice - You are more than flesh: your soul thirsts for eternity

There is a place within you that nothing earthly can fill.

Even when you laugh, there is a sacred emptiness that calls to the heavens. When your soul has touched the infinite, nothing here on earth can fully satisfy it.

That moment when God visited you was not a dream: it was a revelation of who you truly are — a being made for eternity. Do not trivialise this thirst within you: it is a compass pointing to heaven.

When men seek answers in noise, you heard the call in silence.

You were seized, seized by something greater than yourself.

That spark that stirred you comes from an eternal fire. Don't extinguish it. Nurture it in prayer, meditation, obedience. For whoever touches God can no longer walk as before — they become bearers of a light that no one can extinguish.
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Chapter 2: The first encounter with the divine.
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My experience of healing and the first divine call.

Long after this experience of complete love, the rest of my story began during a period of great inner loneliness and physical despair. At the time, I had no faith, I was not a believer, and my life was governed by scientific reason. I was a man of science by training as an engineer, a convinced rationalist, far removed from spiritual concerns. I had a worldview in which faith and prayer had no place.

But one evening, while I was alone in my house, something unexpected happened. I heard a voice that seemed to come from the sky, speaking clearly to me, saying three times:

"You must pray, my child."

This voice was neither male nor female. It transcended everything I had known until then, a pure and divine voice calling me to open myself to a spiritual reality that I had always ignored. This moment shook me to the core, because nothing in my life had prepared me for such an experience. Despite this, I did not respond to the call. I ignored it, thinking it was an illusion, a product of my tired mind.

But what I didn't understand at the time was that this divine call was not simply a call to prayer. It was a decisive moment when God was inviting me to a personal encounter. Three days later, I fell ill, and a few days after my illness worsened, I was faced with the reality of death. It was then that I understood that God never gives up on those He calls, even when we refuse to hear His call.

Biblical example:

This first call I experienced echoes that of Saul on the road to Damascus (Acts 9:3-6). Like Saul, I did not know that God was seeking to transform me and reveal His glory to me. Saul, like me, ignored the divine voice that was turning his life upside down. In Saul's story, God struck him with light to make him understand that he had to change direction. This change of direction was a radical reversal in Saul's life, just as it was for me.

"Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" (Acts 9:4)

In my case, the divine call allowed me to discover another dimension of reality, a spiritual world that I had not considered before. God did not ask me to understand immediately, but to respond to His call with an open heart.

My advice: God reveals Himself when man has no way out.

This encounter was not a coincidence, but the culmination of a meeting that had been planned for ages.

I thought it was the end, but it was the beginning.

God often comes when man has exhausted his strength.

In that moment of vulnerability, I saw the One who is invincible.

And this encounter will never fade away.

On that day, my heart knew what my mind had not understood: God is not a concept, He is alive.

He does not come according to your merit, but in response to your thirst.

I touched holiness, and it left its mark on me.

My life is no longer my own. It belongs to the One who saved me. So I try to walk with respect, and I never forget that I have met the living God.

Testimony of my deliverance: the night God saved me from death

Following this illness and after multiple unsuccessful tests and treatments, I returned to my native country in a desperate state of health. In fact, the doctors in France had told me bluntly:

"There is nothing more we can do for you. Go back to your country and be with your family..." In other words, I was sent home to die.

When I arrived home, I remained sick, weak and hopeless for about a month. Then, on the night of 15 August 1992, I was struck by a violent attack. Around 3 a.m., an unusual, mysterious, brutal and devastating physical pain took hold of me. I felt my soul leaving my body, with the inner certainty that this was the end. The breath of life was leaving me... I was dying.

I had struggled for so long—six months—that I was exhausted. In a strange inner silence, I had accepted to leave this world. My suffering was too bitter. In a last reflex, I called my mother. She rushed over. She immediately knelt down and opened the Bible that was on my bedside table.

No sooner had she opened the Word of God, without even praying, than the pain stopped abruptly and disappeared. My soul returned to my body.

The breath of life was restored to me. I had just been saved in a supernatural way.

Unable to sleep after this upheaval, I was still awake at around 5 a.m. when an uncle of my mother Thérèse, who had come from far away, entered the house. He was dressed in black, his eyes filled with tears, and began to shout in dialect with panic:

"We couldn't kill him!

We couldn't kill him!

God saved him! God saved him! Woe is us!"

I was stunned. I thought he was delirious. In a state of panic, he repeated in dialect:

"We're going to die!

We're going to die! (Twa koun fwa)

God will kill us!

We have failed in our mission..."

He then turned to my mother, in tears, knelt down, and implored:

"Lord Jesus Christ, forgive us!

We place this child in your hands.

Don't hurt us..."

He was in a terrible state, frightened and trembling. My mother, in a state of great peace, tried to calm him down. Shortly afterwards, this uncle gathered the members of our family – on both my father's and mother's side – to publicly confess his actions. He admitted to having participated in an occult plot to eliminate me, in association with other influential members of the family. He , acknowledged that it was an evil ancestral system, inherited from spiritual lineages, which had already cost the lives and destinies of several promising young executives. 

Colossians 2:15

"He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the cross."

As a sign of breaking with this work of darkness, my uncle organised a symbolic ceremony: he took some African kola, chewed it, then sprinkled it on me, declaring, "Now it's over. You're no longer in danger. We acknowledge our wrongdoing. If we couldn't harm you, no one else can..." The other members of the family rebuked him for these practices, aware of the harm they had caused to so many innocent lives. 

This uncle was himself the son of a great chief in my grandparents' village, a warrior, my ancestor, a great African resistance fighter against the European colonisers. He had inherited a harmful occult power, but used it against his own people rather than against the invading colonisers. But on that day, the power of God was manifested to put an end to these attacks of darkness in the family. The hand of God intervened through a simple but powerful act: my mother opening the Word of God. Even before she began to pray, I felt my breath and life returning to me. A miraculous and spiritual ship existed between that open Bible and my return to life.

“He sent forth his word and healed them; he delivered them from their destruction.” (Psalm 107:20)

I was not yet a believer at that point in my life. I found it all scientifically absurd. But I could not deny what my eyes saw and what my heart felt. Some time later, I understood that Jesus Christ had saved me, not only physically, but spiritually. And at the request of the prophetic Grace, I was baptised, entering into the light that God had revealed to me in the middle of the night. After my baptism, I realised that the Holy Scriptures were engraved in my heart and memory, even though I had never studied theology or opened a Bible before. 

My health was completely restored. The doctors were surprised and did not understand. I finally understood this episode in the light of the Spirit of God and the Holy Scriptures.

Pastoral and existential analysis

My story is also a call for family reconciliation. Despite the betrayals, injustices, and insults of being called a "black sheep" that I have endured since childhood—particularly because of my "tanned" skin colour compared to my mixed-race brothers and sisters—I was led to work for reconciliation, healing, and re in Christ. Several members of my animist family have converted and been baptised in Christ, recognising the glory of His Name in this demonstration of power and sovereignty.

My uncle's gesture – chewing the kola nut, sprinkling me with it and confessing the glory of Christ – was a symbolic restitution, an act of reparation in African traditions. Unfortunately for him, shortly afterwards God called him to judgement, as if in summary proceedings, for having relapsed into his dark practices.

But the supreme act was that of Jesus Christ, who broke the curse of blood and lineage through His sacrifice.

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law... so that the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles in Christ Jesus.” (Galatians 3:13-14)

The depth of this deliverance cannot remain silent.

Like Paul on the road to Damascus, I acknowledge that I have been saved to bear witness, but I am not Paul, far from it. My testimony is a key to liberation for others who are going through similar invisible battles in their families, especially in African spiritual realities.

“Go, for I will make you a witness of what you have seen and heard.” (Acts 22:15)

The divine vision - Encounter with Jesus Christ

Some time after this divine call, a disturbing vision occurred. While I was bedridden, on the verge of death, I found myself in a thick fog, as if enclosed in a tomb. Suddenly, I saw a great sun and a light burst around me. 

It was Jesus Christ. He stood there before me, extending His hand full of light. He did not say a word, but His presence overwhelmed me. I knew instantly that it was Him, the Saviour.

His gaze conveyed a silent but profound message: "Come, I am Life." At that moment, a deep peace washed over me. I knew that my healing was not merely physical. Jesus had come to me, not only to heal me but also to give me a new life, a spiritual transformation. 
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​The testimony of Golgotha: 

Where everything changed.

"They have pierced him... and they will look upon him whom they have pierced." (Zechariah 12:10)

There are places that you don't visit with your body, but with your soul.

Places that are not marked by stones, but by the pain of eternity.

Golgotha.

I don't know how I got there. I don't even know if it was a dream, a vision, a projection.

But I know this: I was there. I stood some distance from the cross, and I saw Him.

​Where everything changed

He didn't look like the images I had seen in churches.

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him (Isaiah 53:2).
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