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Chapter 1 Venus is Her Name

Jaekob sat in the co-pilot seat looking at Fred. They had just landed on a floating platform. The young man blinked. He knew why they were there. Fred didn’t have to say much.

Jaekob said, “So, why you’re having fun with Viki, I get to spend time with Sarina.”

Fred smiled. “Don’t do anything I wouldn’t.”

Jaekob shook his head. “I wouldn’t know what to do. I’m not you.”

“Oh, need a condom? I have plenty.”

Jaekob raised an eyebrow. He shook his head.

Fred looked at the young man. “Okay, so I’m a slut, but I’m a responsible slut.” He stood up. “There’s nothing wrong with being slow. It is better to know how you are first before you break any hearts including your own.”

Jaekob chuckled. “That’s much better advice.” He stood up. “I do like having friends. Your niece is my oldest friend and my best friend.”

“Do you find her pretty?”

“Well, yes, but so what? We’re not interested in each other like that. I’m just glad we’re still friends.”

Fred smiled as they walked off the ship. “So, what about Sarina?”

“I don’t know. I’m just glad we can talk. It’s comforting to know I’m not the only one who’s unsure what to do with their life.”

“You’re still young. There’s time to figure it out.”

“I hope so.”

They found a shuttle and got inside. Neither spoke during the flight to Aphrodite. There were no words between them while they were walking to their friends’ place. There was nothing more to say. Fred was looking forward to spending time with Viki. Jaekob was thinking. He wasn’t sure how he felt about Sarina exactly.

But he hoped to find out. He decided he’d be okay if she didn’t like him for more than a friend. If that was the case, then he had nothing to say to her on that subject.

Fred pressed the door buzzer. Viki answered.

“Darling, we’re here!” said Fred.

Viki let them in. They climbed the stairs to the apartment. Viki opened the door. They walked inside. Sarina was sitting down on her bed. She looked up. She blinked.

Fred asked, “Ready, Viki?”

She smiled and nodded. She took his arm and they walked to the private room where she entertained all of her clients. Jaekob stood in the main room saying nothing. He tried to smile at Sarina. She stood up and walked over to him.

“Hi, Jaekob.”

“Hi, Sarina.”

“I’m glad you came back. How do you like being on a spaceship?”

He shrugged. “It’s not bad. We travel around the solar system. Fred has been teaching me how to repair the ship and keep it in prime condition. I’m amazed it works as well as it does. It seems as if something is always breaking down somewhere.”

Sarina laughed. “I’m surprised Lizette isn’t on board anymore. I thought she liked it.”

He blinked. “I think she wanted to see what it like to live on a planet for a while.”

“But I thought she was born and raised on Earth.”

“Yeah, but she was five when she joined her uncle.”

“And you went to your grandparents.”

“Yeah.” He sighed.

“I’m sorry I didn’t mean to upset you.”

“It’s okay. They were very sick and it was their time. I just miss them sometimes.”

Sarina took him by the arm and led him to the couch. They sat down. She stroked his arm.

He raised an eyebrow. “How do you like the casino?”

She shrugged. She withdrew her arm. “It’s easy. Most of the time it can get pretty boring. Some people aren’t so bad. They just play for a while and then leave without saying much of anything to me. Sometimes they throw fits and I have to call security.” She blinked and gazed at him.

“I would think that would be pretty normal.”

“Well, I don’t know if I want to keep working there, but I don’t know what I would do instead.”

“Oh, I know what you mean. I’m still learning about spaceships and how to be a good crew member. It’s okay and Fred’s not bad company. But I have no idea what I would do if something happens to him.”

“You’re thinking something bad could happen to him?”

“Yeah, I am. I know he’s fine. He’s in good health. I just think I’m worried because of what happened to my family when I was just a kid and then last year when my grandparents died before I was a legal adult.”

She leaned her head against the couch as she gazed at him. “Oh, so it’s happened before and you’re expecting it.”

“Yeah, I am to some extent.”

She stroked his arm again. “Try not to think about it.”

He blinked. He felt a bit nauseous and hoped she wouldn’t do anything else. He didn’t stop her. He just wasn’t sure of what to do. He was much too afraid to touch her. She leaned towards him and put an arm around his neck. She rested her head on his shoulder.

He blinked. He put an arm around her waist and thought it wasn’t so bad after all. He could get used to this. They were quiet and both were content for now. They could hear Viki and Fred talking softly. The young people couldn’t make out what the older people were saying to each other. It didn’t matter. All were content for now.

Jaekob and Fred were walking through Aphrodite. They decided to grab something to eat before going back to the ship. It was Jaekob’s idea. Fred decided to go along with it. They found an open air place which served typical Venusian cuisine. They ordered and were given their food fairly quickly. They found a table and sat down together.

Fred took a bite. “This was a great idea.”

Jaekob smiled enjoying his meal.

“So, how was Sarina this time? She seemed happy to see you. Happier than she did when she met you last year.” Fred smiled.

Jaekob raised an eyebrow. He stopped eating to say, “I have no idea what you’re talking about.”

Fred laughed. They finished their meal without any more words.

A pale looking woman glanced at Fred. He glanced back and smiled. Jaekob gathered up their trash and tossed it into a nearby trashcan. The woman approached.

She smiled at both of them. “What are the two of you doing here?” She batted her eyelashes.

Fred said, “I could ask you the same question.”

Jaekob froze and said nothing. His mind wandered back to when he was cuddling with Sarina. He found himself staring at the woman. She was too pale for his tastes.

Fred continued. “Where are you headed?”

She smiled and sat down across from him. “To Earth. Want to follow?”

“Of course I’ll follow you.”

She opened her purse and pulled out a card. She set it on the table and carefully pushed it towards Fred. “That’s how you can reach me. Play safely, boys.”

Fred nodded. “I’m always safe and I do love to play with those who aren’t looking for any sort of commitment.”

She smiled at him. “I’m game. Come and find me on Earth and we’ll play.” She glance at Jaekob. “I’ll play with you too, young one.”

Jaekob stared back in tense silence. She stood up and turned away from them. She took her time walking away from them. Fred was still smiling at her back as Jaekob remembered how to breathe again. He saw the name and a full body holographic picture of her on the card. The card say to contact her for some play time.

Jaekob looked at Fred.

Fred turn his head to look at Jaekob. “So, we go to Earth next. We can visit Lizette, too.”

Jaekob nodded. “I’d like to see her again.” He stood up.

Fred stood up and they wasted no time finding a shuttle to take them back to where the Starlover was waiting for them.


Chapter 2 Following

Lizette sighed. She was alone for now. She was unhappy and unsure of what to do. Jobs weren’t always quite so plentiful as she was led to believe. That and her roommate Jayana wasn’t that great of a person. Lizette was wondering how to get out of the apartment they shared together and where she would go next.

But one thing was certain, Lizette needed to get away from Jayana and her lousy job. She finished cleaning and organizing her room. She was grateful she didn’t own much of anything. Her piano she had left on board Starlover. She knew no one on board was playing it now. She was probably the only one who knew how.

She pulled out her tablet computer and did the only thing she could do now. She wrote some poetry about her alter ego Cassandra the Red Tiger. This alter ego had red hair and was feisty even though Lizette was usually quiet.

She blinked. Her uncle and best friend were coming by sometime today. She hurried up. She wanted to be done and ready before they had arrived. There was nothing else for her to do now, but wait for them. As she waited, she knew Jayana would be out for quite some time.

Jayana was currently busy with a boy. Lizette sighed. She knew it wasn’t a good relationship. Jayana was a bit loose and never thought about the consequences. Lizette shook her head. At least she wasn’t going to be alone much longer. She was finding it difficult to make new friends. She seemed to have trouble connecting to other people.

She heard the door buzzer and she jumped. She ran over to the panel. “Yes?”

“Liz, we’re here. Are you going to let us in?”

“Of course, Fred.” She press the button and the door opened. She could hear her uncle and best friend running up the stairs. She opened the apartment door and smiled at them.

Both Fred and Jaekob smiled back and walked into her apartment. Jaekob stood still in the main room. Fred walked around the apartment.

“This is smaller than my ship!” He walked around. “How do you stand being in such a small place? How’s your roommate? Where is your roommate?”

Both Jaekob and Lizette shook their heads.

She answered, “She’s out with her latest boy fling. She won’t be back until tomorrow morning. It’s certainly doesn’t take long to clean up this place.”

Fred walked back. “Oh, I see. Well, are you both hungry? I know I am.”

Both nodded.

“Good. Let’s go eat.”

They all left the apartment. It didn’t take them long to find a sidewalk cafe and order some food. They started eating as soon as their food arrived.

Lizette stared at her uncle in between bites of food. He smiled back at her.

She thought to him, “So, you have another date with someone new?”

He thought back to her. “Yeah, and she’s into play as much as I am. I figured you and Jaekob would like to spend some time alone together.”

She rolled her eyes. Jaekob looked from niece to uncle knowing something was going on between them. He was much too polite to say anything. He of course had no idea they could communicate with their minds without using their voices. If he did know, he wouldn’t have cared. He respected their relationship and stayed out of it.

A pale woman approached the table. Fred looked up and smiled at her. She sat down.

“Hello, again. I see you made it to Earth without any trouble.” She smiled at everyone.

Both Jaekob and Lizette froze in place. They let go of their forks at different times. No one noticed except them.

“Ah, good to see you again. Ready for our date?” asked Fred.

“Of course.”

“See you kids later.” Fred smiled at his niece and his crew member.

They both stood up and walked away together. Lizette and Jaekob watched them. Both let out a sigh of relief once they were gone. They both blinked and looked at each other. Their eyes widened as they stared at each other. Both remembering what had happened when they were five years old.
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