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    Matthew 2:9. when they had heard the king, they departed; And, LO, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, until it came and stood where the child was. 


Probably it was not a star in the sense in which we use the word: that is a planet, or a fixed star; But a meteoric brightness, which moved in the sky, and also guided the wise men. They do not seem to have seen its light after they turn aside on their journey; it led them to the region of Judea, so they came to the capital city, Jerusalem. When they left Herod, the star appeared again, and led them to the little town of Bethlehem, where they found Christ. God can sometimes send us stars, bright lights of joy, to guide us on our way; He can also bring them back, and then we must walk by faith. When they reappear, we will be glad to have them once more, for wise men they were.





— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction
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Before his conversion, Matthew the son of Alphaeus collected taxes in Capernaum on behalf of the Romans. At that time his name was Levi, Mark 2:14. The Lord commanded him to follow him, and he did. It is probable that he changed his name after this; Matthew means "gift of God". He had been a servant of the greatest earthly kingdom known up to that time, the Roman Empire. It is fitting, then, that his Gospel has much to tell us of a much greater empire, the kingdom of God.

The first Gospel records a high percentage of Jesus' teachings. More than half consists of his parables and sayings. The people continually marveled at his teaching; 7:28, 13:54, 22:33. Apart from its introduction and conclusion, the Gospel can be divided into five sections, each of which ends with words such as, "when Jesus had finished all these words," See 7.28, 11.1, 13.53, 19.1, 26.1.

It is almost certain that Matthew wrote his Gospel for the Jews. To them, the humiliation, rejection and death of Jesus was a real stumbling block. They had been waiting for one who would deliver them militarily and politically, Luke 24:21. Matthew set out to show that Jesus was truly their Messiah. Chapter 1 shows that His genealogy was accurate; He was entitled to the promises of Abraham and the throne of David. Chapter 2 shows that His childhood was in complete agreement with the Old Testament. 

Chapter 3 shows that the prophesied forerunner had already come. Chapter 4 shows that His temptation proved that He was capable of reigning. Chapters 5 through 7 detail the principles under which He would rule. Chapters 8 and 9 record the fulfillment of the messianic signs of Isaiah 35 and 61. All the important events of Jesus' life took place to fulfill the Old Testament prophecies. Ten times Matthew uses words like "that the prophets might be fulfilled". 

Note the expression, "From that time Jesus began" in 4:17 and 16:21. Broadly speaking, then, the Gospel consists of three parts: an introduction from 1:1 to 4:16; the ministry of Jesus from 4:17 to 16:20; and, his path of suffering and glory, from 16:21 to 28:20.
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Chapter 1

The Birth of Jesus Christ
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Three times reference is made to Mary giving birth to a son, 1:21, 23, 25. A woman had played a role in making man a sinner, Genesis 3; a woman played a role in bringing him a Savior. The child, 2.11, was Mary's son, 1.25, the fruit of her womb, Luke 1.25. But twice it is emphasized that this child was of the Holy Spirit, 1.18, 20, which he had to be, because he was God, 1.23. We do not understand how legitimate and holy humanity was united in one person with the eternal Godhead, 11.27, 1 Timothy 3.16. But we gladly believe that which we do not explain, for God has revealed it "to us and to our children forever," Deuteronomy 29.29. 

In becoming flesh, John 1.14, the eternal Word continued to be what he had always been, but at the same time became what he never was. Melchizedek, a type of Christ, was "without father, without mother," Heb. 7.3. The Lord Jesus was made man and as such had no father, 1.18; he was God and as such had no mother. 

The holiness of the child was assured by the Holy Spirit. Jesus came in the flesh, 

1 John 4.2, but was sent only in the likeness of sinful flesh, Romans 8.3. He partook of our human nature but not of our sinful nature. Mary was imperfect and needed a Savior, Luke 1.47, but the Holy Spirit could "bring a clean thing out of an unclean thing", Job 14.4 (in the Modern Version, etc.). 

"A good name is of more value than great riches," Proverbs 22.1. The Lord would be known by two good names, 1.21, 23, and Luke tells us of a third. 

He would be called the Son of God, Luke 1:35, 

For what it had always been. 

He would be called Immanuel, 1.23, for what he became. 

He would be called Jesus, 1.21, because of what He was going to do. 

Isaac, "laughter," was named before his birth because of something his father had done, Gen. 17:17 to 19, but Jesus received his name before he was born because of something he himself was going to do. He was going to save, 1.21. 

"The days of his flesh," Hebrews 5.7, began with the huge step from the high throne of God down into the womb of a woman, and would end with yet another step down into the unfathomable depths of the suffering of the cross, Matthew 26.38,39, 27.46.
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Chapter 2 

Born King


[image: ]




The little child Jesus is the center of interest in the whole chapter. Every time mention is made of the child and his mother together, He is given first place, 2.11, 13, 20,21. Once Jesus is presented as the leader in 2.6, Herod is not mentioned again as the king; compare 2.13 with 2.7, 12,13, 15, 16, 19,22. The rightful "king of the Jews" had arrived!

The little child was at the same time the object of Satan's interest. Revelation pulls the curtain aside and shows that the devil was the real instigator of Herod's attempt to kill the child. The "dragon" was in expectation of devouring the child "as soon as he was born", Revelation 12:4. From the beginning Satan has been dedicated to thwarting God's purposes in Christ. God originally revealed that the Deliverer to come would be of the seed of the woman, and therefore the devil set out to corrupt and destroy her seed. Satan used Eve's firstborn to kill her second son, but God responded with Seth, Genesis 3.15, 4.1 to 8.25. Then the devil was the mastermind behind an attack against "the daughters of men," in order to corrupt their seed, Genesis 6.1, 2, Jude 6, but God responded with the flood.

God later revealed that the Deliverer would be from the seed of Abraham. The serpent tried to corrupt it by the machinations of the flesh, Genesis 16, but God responded with Isaac. The Pharaohs were the next unnoticed tools to attack the seed of Abraham, but God responded with Moses, Exodus 1 to 14. God had also implied that the Deliverer would be from the tribe of Judah, Genesis 49:10, and later, when one from that royal tribe was highlighted, the devil used the envious Saul to make several attempts on young David's life, "but God did not give him into his hand," 1 Samuel 23:14.

Then it was made known that the Deliverer would be of the seed of David, 

From among his many sons, David chose Solomon, 1 Kings 1.17. Satan attacked through Adonijah but to no effect, 1 Kings 1. The devil made another attempt against David's seed 150 years later through Athaliah, but God presented the infant Joash, 2 Kings 11.Like so many before him, Herod played the role of the serpent's seed, but Mary's son was irrevocably destined for God's throne, Rev. 12.5.
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Chapter 3 

The Baptism of Christ
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John's message was as simple as his clothing and diet, 3.2, 4. He took as his commands the words of Isaiah the prophet, and thus fearlessly announced the requirement to repent, Matthew 3.3, Isaiah 40.3, John 1.23, 

Three different classes were presented for baptism. There was the vast multitude of 3.5, 6. Great numbers of people flocked from the city of Jerusalem, the province of Judea, and the banks of the Jordan. Among the crowd were publicans and harlots who believed the preaching of John the Baptist, 21:32. They came with genuine repentance, and confession of their sins accompanied their baptism. 

There was a considerable group in 3:7-12, composed of Pharisees and Sadducees. Among them were many hypocrites who took refuge in their national privileges and saw no need for personal repentance. John had some stern things to say to them without reservation. 
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