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Dedication    

My eternal thanks go to the Weller family for allowing me to publish these stories. This book is a Christmas present for our two young friends, Ruby and Nolan. We have been friends with their family for many years, and we parked our Motor Home in their yard for several weeks one summer while visiting our daughter. We had a blast playing with the kids. They allowed us to re-live, having our grown children back with us.  

Sewing and Crocheting Barbie and G.I. Joe's clothes for Ruby and Nolan was fun, but they were outgrowing them. One year, out of desperation, I sat down at the computer and wrote a Sci-Fi Fantasy story with them as the two main characters. I decided it was going to be an adventure, and the idea hit me; have the family agree to travel many light years to an uninhabited planet as settlers.  

Since I know Ty and Robin are pretty smart people, I decided to make them the leaders of the group of settlers picked to travel to the new planet discovered in another solar system.  

Thanks to my Daughter Dawnzella for allowing me to turn her into a Dragon. A boy, Dragon! My thanks to my Grandchild, Jaz P. Colbath, for the cover illustration. My love, and thanks to my talented husband, Shirl, for learning Gimp to create my book covers. And thanks to my Son Chris for helping me navigate Word. 
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Prologue: The Weller Family 

If you have read Book 1: Science Experiment, you may skip to Chapter 1.

Ty, Robin, Ruby, and Nolan Weller committed to being part of the exploration and settlement of a newly discovered planet in another Solar system 6 light years from Earth.  

Ruby and Nolan agreed to go but wanted to bring “Uncle Dawnzereli,” their dog Pebbles, and they wanted ponies. Unfortunately, Uncle Dawnzereli and the ponies did not happen. But Ruby and Nolan were happy in their new home on New Earth.  

Inspecting Solar Panels on the hill above their home, Ruby and Nolan discover two were destroyed. They found a pretty rock and were surprised that their science project was not a rock at all but an egg.  

Yikes! It hatches, and the baby is a relative of the clan of Dragons from the northern mountains. They help the baby out of his shell, and after the shock wears off, he bonds with them; they name him Donzereli after their Uncle Dawnzereli back on old earth. 

Ty and Robin are very disappointed (this is an understatement) that the kids kept this secret. Eventually, they and the other settlers accepted that there were real live Dragons on their planet, and everyday life settled into a routine.

Donzereli becomes the highlight of the Festival of Lights by flying all the children on his back, cementing the friendship between the two races. 

Ruby, Nolan, their best friends Bonnie, and Shamus tell their parents they would like to go on a picnic; the parents approve the plan. No one notices that more food than four children can possibly eat is packed; maybe the parents are exhausted from two weeks of Festivities.  

The kids meet in the field surrounded by trees to meet up and supposedly travel by hovercraft for a day of goofing off and having fun.  

They are caught off guard by the appearance of Dr. Rodney Allen, who insists on going along with them on their “picnic.” Thinking he would be the fifth wheel on their wagon, they try to discourage him, but he insists (bribes) them to take him along.  

What’s wrong with a picnic? They have their parent's permission and an adult along. This is one of those best-laid plans that can go astray. It is amazing how hot water and adventure go together, isn’t it?



Chapter 1 The Morning After. 

––––––––
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Mornings at the Weller household are family time and include a healthy breakfast and a discussion of the day’s plans. Today was like any other day, with the added attraction of preparing to meet Donzereli’s parents. They would arrive soon to take him home with them. The arriving adult Dragons agreed to stay cloaked until they were inside the hideout fence. It would not be a good idea to scare the community before Ty and Robin had a chance to introduce not only one family of Dragons but a whole community of Dragons living in caves in the northern mountains!  

This is gonna be fun!  

Ruby and Nolan were bursting with excitement and anticipation at seeing Donzereli again this morning. They have been daydreaming about how much fun they were going to have. After all, how many kids have a real live dragon as a friend?  

Ty and Robin were thinking of how they were going to make everyone in their settlement and on Old Earth believe that the Dragons are peaceful and not fire-breathing monsters.  

“Let’s get one thing straight: you two will not spend all your time with Donzereli! He will not visit you until we have introduced the Dragon clan to our people. You have chores to do and your studies. And by the way, those will be increased enough to keep you busy so you won’t have time to get into any more trouble!” Ty admonished.

The kids knew they were in for a stern lecture and were prepared with the proper “Yes, Sir, we promise!” answers.  

What they weren’t prepared for was the next part of their punishment. “You will work together to put your journal with all its information into an essay form. We need that to introduce Donzereli’s family and the whole clan of Dragons living up north to the community. You will start your project today as soon as Donzereli’s parents take him home.”  Ty said.

“And since you obviously are capable, I will be increasing your academic levels of study to make sure you are not bored,” Robin added and smiled at the sighs, slumped shoulders, and sad eyes, but not a word or whining.  
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