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Preface

There are women who keep secrets, and there are women who breathe them.

Camille had always believed she was the first kind. Faithful, proper, smiling the right smile at the right dinner parties. The wife of Lucas Bennett — a man whose presence was more often felt in the company bank account than in their bed.

 

And then she met Adrian.

 

The first time, it was a glance over a glass of wine at a private club she didn’t even know existed. The second time, it was deliberate. Her friend Sienna had called it “research,” a playful excuse for a night of expensive champagne, forbidden conversation, and men who looked like they’d never been told no.

 

Adrian was different. He didn’t flirt the way most men did. He didn’t compliment her dress — he told her it would look better on his floor. He didn’t ask about her husband — he asked if her lips were as soft as they looked.

 

Every word was a dare. Every look was a promise. And every time she told herself she wouldn’t see him again, she found herself dressing slower, choosing silk over cotton, imagining his voice in her ear.

 

Camille knew where this was headed. She also knew she wouldn’t stop.

 

Because once Adrian’s mouth touched hers, there would be no turning back.

And Sienna? She had her own reasons for wanting to be there when it happened.





Chapter 1 – The First Spark

The first thing Camille noticed about the club was the lighting — warm, golden, just dim enough to make everyone look like a secret.

Her heels clicked softly against the black marble as she followed Sienna past a velvet rope. Sienna had connections; Camille didn’t ask how. Her friend’s red satin dress clung like a second skin, while Camille had chosen deep emerald silk that skimmed her hips and swayed with every step.

“Relax,” Sienna whispered over her shoulder, a wicked smile on her lips. “You look like you’re walking into church.”

Camille exhaled, forcing her shoulders to loosen. The air was scented with sandalwood and something darker — expensive cologne, maybe, or the faint trace of cigar smoke. Men and women lounged in intimate clusters, glasses catching the light, voices low.

She was halfway to the bar when she saw him.

Adrian.

Tall, broad-shouldered, his black shirt open at the collar, revealing the sharp line of his collarbone and the faint shadow of a tan that looked earned, not bought. He was laughing with another man — Marcus, Sienna later told her — but his eyes found her instantly.

Not a glance. Not curiosity. A look.

It was the kind of look that pinned you in place and stripped you without touching you.

Sienna noticed too. “Told you this place was fun,” she murmured, pressing a glass of champagne into Camille’s hand.

Camille forced herself to sip, even as Adrian’s gaze held hers over the rim of his drink.

When he finally moved toward her, it wasn’t hurried. It was the slow, certain walk of a man who already knew where he was going.

_____

“Camille,” Sienna said smoothly as he approached, “this is Adrian.”

She’d expected a handshake. Instead, his fingers brushed her wrist, slow and deliberate, before taking her hand. His skin was warm, his grip firm without squeezing, and when his thumb slid over the inside of her wrist, she felt her pulse leap against it.
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