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Ariel and Jenna were once thrill-seekers in the digital sprawl of 2055, diving into Nexus Advanced Systems Technology's full-immersion simulations for the rush. But since going wireless, they’ve lost the line between simulation and reality—if there even is a line.

After facing off against soul-sucking Kaigan in an Atlantean war, dying, resurrecting, and surviving god-forged battlefields, the two are tasked by the goddess Persephone with their most dangerous mission yet: tracking and defeating George Pickingill, a necromancer who escaped from the Underworld and is rebuilding his coven in Salem.

Masquerading as witches in the famed Witch House under Hecate’s guidance, Ariel and Jenna play the long game—peddling potions, charming tourists, and conjuring ghost-spoken tech—all while baiting their trap.

What follows is a descent into occult horror: kidnapping, torture, death by burning, and hanging—only to rise again through nanite-driven regeneration and divine intervention. In the end, Ariel and Jenna defeat Pickingill, binding him with blades gifted by gods, and cast him back into the Underworld through a cursed mirror.

But even victory comes with a cost. Their blood is no longer human. Their loyalty is shifting. Their bond with the gods deepening.

And ambrosia, like power, is addictive.
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Chapter 1
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It’s been three days since we returned from Atlantis. It wasn’t a simulation. They are sure of it. But it wasn’t their reality either. Not exactly.

An alternate dimension, maybe. Or a parallel timeline stitched together by myth and code. But none of that explains what’s happening now—the coming war against the Kaigan, fought both in simulation and the so-called real world.

General Peterson from DARPA finally has the conflict he’s been waiting for. And us? We’re his poster children.

"My husband and I are far from finished with you," Persephone told us. Not a warning. A promise. There would be other simulations. Only now Ariel and Jenna know better. They aren’t simulations. They’re new realities.

Since they went wireless—cut loose from physical connections through IO ports in wrists and ankles, and a cerebral port in the back of the neck—they’ve lost touch with the physical world. They can’t tell what’s real anymore. Not truly. The signal never ends. One layer bleeds into the next.

Which version of reality is the reality?

Ariel and Jenna should get out. Walk away. But they won’t. The rush is too good. The chaos, the danger, the brush with death—it’s what they live for.

They can’t go back to the sprawl. To the stench of melting asphalt and endless noise. To choking down soy paste or protein slop made from powdered roaches. Not after tasting real food—even if it was consumed in a simulation.

Once you’ve touched something divine, you don’t settle for scraps.

And deep down, they both know the truth: They don’t want to escape. They want to dive deeper.

A soft knock breaks the silence. Ariel and Jenna glance at each other.
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