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​Introduction

			
​Solomon: Sage, Sovereign, Shadow 

			 

			Few men have crossed either the pages of secular history or of Scripture who are as enigmatic as Solomon. He was the original Renaissance man. Skilled in biology and botany, poet, song writer, and author, he did it all. He was a wise and skilled administrator and architect (although the pattern for the Temple was given to him, the other six building endeavors were attributable to him). Learning and lore, the wonder of the world – he seemed to epitomize what God could do for a man who yielded his life to God. Gifted above all in his day, nations flocked to Jerusalem to have an opportunity to see and hear this wonder of the ancient world. If he were living today, he would be called upon to settle international disputes and to suggest ways of dealing with all the social ills of modern society. He would be hounded by political parties to become their candidate for president, prime minister, or even a modern day king. Autograph seekers and paparazzi would hound his every step. Likely he would grace the cover of Time as their “Man of the Year,” and he would amass a few Nobel prizes for economics, peace, or literature. 

			Midas may have been part of the mythology of Greek literature, but Solomon was the king Midas of his day, as well. Everything he touched literally turned to gold. During his reign, Jerusalem was awash in gold. Every business venture ended in success. His Corporation would have been among Fortune 500’s top companies. Nations brought gold to honor him. He was literally “at the top of his game.” 

			He constructed a temple which was, in the prophetic words of his father David, “exceeding magnifical” (1Chron 22:5). Although outwardly modest in comparison with heathen temples of the day, inwardly it was resplendent and incomparable in its beauty, design, and wealth. 

			Spiritually, it appeared that he was a man who had it “all together.” He knew two direct communications from God and had two other direct messages from God. His prayer was answered in chapter 8, in a remarkable and visible manner for all to see. He was “beloved of his God” (Neh 13:26), and used in remarkable ways. His pen composed three vital books in our canon. The wisdom which they contain has been a tremendous blessing to generations since then. Such was the character of his kingdom and court that a foreign queen was at a loss for words in describing its greatness (1 Kings 10). 

			Wealth, honor, fame, fortune, and majesty were his. God had truly fulfilled the words of David concerning his son (1 Chron 22:7-13). He was prospering as few others in history have ever prospered. The student of his life can only marvel at the success and honor he achieved under the hand of God. Here was the sovereign who was fulfilling God’s design for the nation – exemplary and evangelical. Here was the sage who displayed the wisdom of God to the nations surrounding him. Here was one who was a shadow of Him that was to come, a greater than Solomon.

			And yet … the rest of the story is so tragic and heartrending. The words of Nehemiah seem to underline how unexpected and solemn the final days of his life were: “Even him did outlandish women cause to sin” (Neh 13:26). Those words, “even him,” remind us that no one is immune from the attacks of the flesh, the world, or Satan. They highlight a vulnerability that marks every leader and servant of God as long as they are in the body. But it also highlights that those who are mightily used are at the greatest risk. 

			But was his fall so unexpected? There are hints as we trace his meteoric rise to fame and fortune, that amidst the success and prosperity, the seeds for his fall were being sown. Few men can hold a full cup of blessing and not fall prey to pride and the host of evils it carries in its wake. 

			His life and times, therefore, provide a rich source of teaching from the Spirit of God. We can trace him as a sovereign in the administration of a kingdom. We will look at him as a sage who ruled wisely, using the gift which God had given him for the blessing of the people of God and the kingdom. And we can also look at him as the shadow of a coming King whose reign will never be marred by pride. 

			An inherent difficulty in our study will be that application can be made from his life in several areas. And it is precisely here that I must ask the reader’s patience and indulgence as I will, at times, move from one application to another. Such is the frailty of the writer that neat, watertight compartments of application are difficult to maintain while writing. Events and chapters seem to beg simultaneously for application in several areas; their pleas are hard to resist.

			There are lessons to be learned as to personal life and godliness. Each of us needs to be reminded of issues such as maintaining focus in our life and functioning for God in keeping with His will. The dangers of our flesh and the need for constant dependence upon God will also be obvious in our study.

			There are also lessons as to assembly life: the appreciation of others, the administration of an assembly, and the allocation of responsibility to able men and women are recurring lessons for each generation of leaders. 

			Finally, there will be the prophetic glimpses of a future Kingdom and King, the “greater than Solomon,” Who will one day reign. It is impossible to read these chapters without an appreciation of our Lord Jesus Christ. Thankfully, we will be able to end our study on the high note of Psalm 72, the prayer of David. While some purists may object that the Psalm cannot be considered Messianic since it is not quoted as such in the New Testament, we can only pity them for depriving themselves of the thrill of reading these words and contemplating that day when “A king shall reign in righteousness.” As we read the Psalm, we are moved to pray as did David, “Let the whole earth be filled with His glory. Amen and Amen!” (Ps 72:19).

			It is the writer’s prayer that the lessons gleaned from the life of Solomon will result in a deeper consecration to the Lord Jesus personally, a fuller commitment to the assembly, and increased devotion to His person individually. If this short volume achieves these goals in even a modest measure, then it will have been penned to the glory of God.
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​Chapter 1

			
​A Survey of Solomon in the Scriptures 

			 

			Why study the life of Solomon? What can we possibly learn from a man who lived almost 3,000 years ago? He not only lived at a different time, and in a different culture, but he was faced with different circumstances from ours. He was a king, scientist, writer, architect, business man, and administrator. He lived in the Middle East, balancing the power of nations surrounding him. I doubt that many kings will read this volume; I am certain no one will be reading who has 700 wives! None of us is involved in the balancing of international power. His wisdom was remarkable in its day but certainly with our technology we are far advanced (beware chronologic snobbery!). So what value is there for us?

			 

			Justification for our Study

			In this initial chapter, we will survey the various instances in which the Spirit of God mentions Solomon outside of the historical records in 1 Kings 1-11, and 1 and 2 Chronicles. As we survey the occasions when the Scriptures illustrate truth from his life, or mention events in his life, we are reminded of what Paul penned: “The things written aforetime are written for our learning” (Rom 15:4). If the Spirit of God deemed the events in Solomon’s life worthy of recounting as a basis for instruction, then we are justified in studying his life as well. 

			 

			Clarifies Events in His Life

			This survey will also bring into sharper focus some of the main issues of his life and times. From these events upon which the Spirit of God focuses, we learn some of the reasons God raised him up and brought him to such honor.  

			It Ratifies Inspiration

			The Lord Jesus referred to Solomon and the events in his life on at least two occasions. He did not view the historical record of Solomon as a myth or legend. He did not approach it as part of the nation’s lore but as accurate and authoritative truth. His use of the Old Testament serves to confirm the inspiration of the Word of God.

			    

			Magnifies the Grace of God

			Divine grace shines through every page of Scripture. While we are cognizant that it shines the brightest in the life of the Lord Jesus (John 1:14), that same grace can be seen in God’s dealings with His people in the Old Testament, as well. Solomon, the son of Bathsheba, is introduced as we shall see in Matthew 1, in the genealogic record of the Lord Jesus Christ. Yet no mention of David’s failure is included; and God in His sovereign grace, overrules the sin of David in taking Bathsheba, by bringing a Solomon from their union. Matthew, then, reminds us of grace that reigns. 

			 

			Testifies to our Weakness

			The mention of Solomon by Nehemiah will serve to remind us of the weakness inherent in each of us. Hs fall from the dizzying heights of glory to the shameful end of compromise and idolatry is a vital lesson for each of us in how vulnerable we all are.

			 

			Typifies the glory of Christ

			Finally, it will be a foreshadowing of the greater glory of another. It takes two kings to represent Christ: David in his rejection and Solomon in his reign. Likewise, it takes two priests to display Christ in His office as Great High Priest, Melchizedec (the credentials for His priesthood) and Aaron (the character of His priesthood). As is typical of the Spirit of God’s way, He will show us Christ as greater than Solomon, not at the nadir of his reign, but at the time of Solomon’s greatest glory. Christ is greater than the greatest of men at their greatest moments!   

			  

			Matthew 6:29: Solomon and the Sovereign God and a Lesson about Worry            

			Some take the words of the Lord Jesus in Matthew 6 to mean that believers should lead a care-free life, void of all burdens and worry. But that is not what the Lord Jesus meant when he alluded to Solomon and then drew His lesson from it.  

			Burdens and concerns are different from distracted anxiety; the Christian life has more burdens and concerns than the life of the unbeliever. They know nothing of the deep grief we feel over the sin of the world. Children who achieve fame in academia, entertainment, business, and the sports world may well be the pride of unbelieving parents. But to the believer, such children, if not converted, represent a deep worry and concern. The unbeliever lives for self and the moment; believers live with a burden for the continuity of assembly testimony and the honor of the Lord.

			To what then was the Lord Jesus referring when He gave His injunction about unnecessary anxiety in light of the fact that “your Father knoweth?” It was the distracted anxiety which pursues material things to the forfeit of the spiritual. The mad pursuit of the nations after food, clothing, drink; the pursuit of amusement, attainment, appearance, and accomplishment – these are what the Lord Jesus is warning against.

			Six times within 10 verses we are told to not take anxious thought. He gives us adequate reasons as well: 

			The Care of God for His creation: God remains the Creator God (look at the five references in Scripture to God as Creator). The care that He maintains over the creation should serve as a reminder of both His interest and capability to meet every need. This was not meant to foster indolence but to banish insecurity.

			The Capability of God: God’s interest and care extend to every part of His creation. One has quaintly, but aptly, said that God attends the funeral of every sparrow that falls to the ground. Nothing escapes His notice and no one is exempt from His care. Earlier in the Sermon on the Mount, the Lord Jesus reminded them that God sends His rain on the unjust as well as the just and causes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good (Matt 5:45). “If God so clothe …” is the rationale for total dependence on God and His faithfulness. 

			  

			Conferring Value

			This section is also crucial for another reason which may be a bit removed from Solomon. Movements are rampant in our day which elevate the animal (and plant) creation to an equal status with humanity. “Speciesism” demeans man made in the image of God, and elevates the brute creation to a place which God never intended. The words of the Lord Jesus in verses 26 and 30 clear away all the specious reasoning of men: “Are ye not much better than they?” The value which the Maker has placed upon His creatures is what distinguishes man from the remainder of creation. While an honor, it is balanced by the reality that we are the only part of His creation which has rebelled against Him.

			 

			Contrasts 

			All of Solomon’s own efforts could not match what God can do for a man (v 29). How much better then to live serving one Master and using the material things we have for Him, rather than serving mammon! 

			The Lord then would put into focus several important principles.

			•	Worry is inconsistent with the Father we have

			•	Worry is ineffective – we really do not accomplish anything by distracted worrying

			•	Worry interferes with the true priority of life – serving God 

			 

			Matthew 12:42; Luke 11:31 - Solomon and the Son of God and a Lesson about Worth

			“A greater than Solomon is here” were words that the Lord Jesus uttered to an unbelieving audience in His day. He was not boasting nor was He exaggerating. Solomon and His kingdom were marked by greatness and glory. Yet a greater than Solomon came into our world. He is not greater than Solomon because of the defects in Solomon; He is greater than Solomon even at Solomon’s greatest strengths. 

			Christ is greater in wisdom. He is the Wonderful-Counselor; He did not receive wisdom as a gift from God. He is wisdom embodied in a man. While He grew in wisdom according to Dr. Luke (Luke 2:52), that wisdom was the result of omniscience being applied to real-life situations which He had never been subject to in heaven. He never knew subjection to peasant parents in heaven. There was never a time when the specter of unbelief raised against Him had to be endured in an eternity past. 

			Christ is greater than Solomon in His wealth. He is the One Who being rich became poor (2 Cor 8:9). Solomon’s kingdom was marked by gold in abundance. Material wealth was the hallmark of his reign. Yet there was One Who exceeded him in wealth. The cattle upon the hills were His; the entire universe with its millions of galaxies belonged to Him. So great was His wealth that He is beyond any contribution. His greatness is unsearchable. 

			Christ was greater than Solomon in His dealings with women. Solomon was marked here by weakness. Another man, Joseph, wisely ran from a wicked woman who suggested adultery. The Lord Jesus met an adulterous woman at the well and did not have to run; He was able to forgive and change her. The woman taken in adultery in John 8 was able to leave with His words bringing comfort to her conscience and heart, and very likely tears to her eyes: “Neither do I condemn thee; go and sin no more” (John 8:11). 

			Christ was greater than Solomon in His Workmanship. Solomon’s temple was, in the words of David, “exceeding magnifical.” But a day arrived when that temple with all its splendor was destroyed, its treasures removed to Babylon, and it glory only a distant memory. The Lord Jesus Christ is also a builder; but what He has built will never be destroyed. He is the Stone that will one day smite the image and establish a kingdom which shall “never be destroyed” and which shall “stand forever” (Dan 2:44).

			Christ is greater than Solomon in the Welfare of His Kingdom. Solomon’s kingdom was marked by an abundance and variety (1 Kings 4:22, 23). The table must have groaned under the weight of all that graced it for Solomon’s feasts. The cooks must have been laboring from morning until night to prepare all that he required for his table. But it is very likely that an elite few sat round that table. Ambassadors, high ranking officials, visiting dignitaries, and Solomon’s inner circle no doubt feasted together. But what of the poor and needy? It will require the advent of the greater than Solomon Who will care for them. Psalm 72 reveals His special interest in those who are disenfranchised, marginalized, and viewed as dispensable (Psalm 72:4, 12, 13, 14).

			The only reasonable conclusion at which one can arrive is that Christ is greater in His worth than the greatest man who has lived. Scripture speaks of Him as greater than Moses (Heb 3:3), Jonah (Matt 12:41), Jacob (John 4:12), and Abraham (John 8:53). He is greater than the greatest, wiser than the wisest, kinder than the kindest, and more skillful than the most skillful. 

			  

			Matthew 1:6 Solomon and the Savior and a Lesson about the Ways of God

				The genealogic record of Matthew 1 serves many purposes. Students of this section are quick to point out that it removes many barriers previously erected in the Jewish mind. Gentiles are included in the list; women find a place along with men; women of questionable character are included. Names are omitted for various reasons, and others included. 

				Care is taken by the Spirit of God to preserve the truth of the virgin birth; He employs not only direct statements (vv 18, 20, 23, 24), but also by a clear textual change (v 16), and a grammatical change (v 16). The record also establishes the right of the Lord Jesus to the throne through the line of the father who adopted Him, Joseph.

				But another reason for the record is seen in considering the wording in verse 6: “David the king begat Solomon of her that had been the wife of Urias; and Solomon begat Roboam.” In this brief and yet far-reaching statement we are taught: Grace that triumphs over our failures. Solomon certainly had a bad beginning in the sense that his younger brother had been taken home to heaven as a token of divine government against David. But a bad beginning does not doom to uselessness. Grace is able to use even the failure of saints for the advancement of divine purpose. Grace that turns our failures into what advances His purposes will be an unending source of praise and wonder for eternity.

				We are also taught that Grace that chooses not to remember our failures. God alludes to the fact that David had the wife of Uriah, but does not comment here on David’s failure. The consistent lesson of the New Testament is that God does not rehearse the failure of His saints from the Old Testament when He comments on their lives in the New Testament. Think of the mentions of Jonah, Lot, Samson, and Sarah to name only a few. God always seeks to say the very best that He can when He mentions their lives. There are two great statements in the Hebrew epistle which should encourage every believer:

				“God is not unrighteous to forget” (Heb 6:10), and “Their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more” (Heb 8:12). He is a God Who will not forget and Who chooses not to remember. He is a God of infinite grace!

			 

			Solomon, the Scriptures, and a Lesson about Wisdom

			Any man who was given the privilege of penning three books in the canon of Scripture is not easily ignored. When you factor in the awareness that they are among the “wisdom” books of the Old Testament, his contribution becomes even more impressive. As we all know, the books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Songs came from the pen of Solomon. Differences exist over when and in what order they were written. Some suggest that Ecclesiastes was written as the fruit of his late-in-life departure from God. But there is nothing in Scripture to suggest that he ever awoke from the idolatry-induced stupor of his final years. It is my opinion that all three books were penned during the years when he was enjoying spiritual freshness in his soul and some measure of fellowship with God.

			His failure in his final years does not dim the value of these books; in reality, the wisdom contained here is enhanced by the fact of Solomon’s own failure to live in light of the wisdom which God gave him. As such, it is a sobering reminder to us of the danger of knowing truth without living in the good of it.

			A suggested outline of his three writings and their relationship to each other is:

			Proverbs - Learning what the Heart should value - How life normally works

			Ecclesiastes - A Heart too big to fill with earth - How natural longings cannot be satisfied

			Song of Songs - The heart too small to fill with Christ - How Christ alone satisfies.

			  

			Proverbs		

			How life normally works	

			Maxims for living	

			Wisdom for sons	

			 

			Ecclesiastes

			How life is worthless

			Misery of life

			Wisdom for searchers

			 

			Song of Songs

			How life is wonderful

			Marvel of love

			Wisdom for suitors

			 

			We are told in 1 Kings 4:32 that Solomon uttered 3,000 proverbs and composed 1,005 songs. While the exact count of his proverbs may be open to some debate, all agree that a few hundred at most have come down to us. Again, though he wrote over 1,000 songs, only one has been preserved as inspired by the Spirit of God. All must have contained, and been the result of the wisdom which was given him by God (4:29). So we have a very selective representation of his wisdom and writings. 

			Proverbs contains Maxims for Life; Ecclesiastes tells of the Misery of Life; the Song of Songs relates the Music of Life. Each delivers its message to our hearts according to our needs. The wisdom which these books contain is sufficient to rule a character as well as a kingdom; to raise a family or run a factory. It tells us how to order life and how to order ourselves. His Song provides a fruitful field for enjoyment, devotion, and worship whether viewed from the standpoint of Christ and the Church, Jehovah and His Bride, or a husband and wife in the mutuality of love. His book “under the sun,” could serve as an apologetic against all the philosophies of our day. His writings embrace every aspect of life with advice, adages, and admonitions.

			  

			Matthew 12:42 Solomon and the Sinner and a Lesson with a Warning

			In the same context in which the Lord Jesus spoke of His superiority over Jonah and the response of the men of Nineveh, He spoke of the visit of the queen of Sheba to hear the wisdom of Solomon. She came from the “uttermost part of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon; and, behold a greater than Solomon is here” (Matt 12:42). Here, the contrast is not so much on the superiority of His wisdom, but on the superiority of the guilt of the generation which saw and heard Christ. There are three contrasts which heighten their responsibility. 

			A Contrast in Position: the Queen of the South versus this generation. She was not privileged to hear Christ. She heard a report of the wisdom of Solomon and she came. To the question, “Who hath believed our report?”, the reply could be given, “The Queen of the South.” In like manner, the men of Nineveh heard a messenger and they repented. The generation to which Christ spoke had been blessed beyond measure. They had been eyewitnesses to His miracles; comprised the audience which heard His words (Matt 12:22-37). As they assessed it all, the conclusion to which they came was that He was in league with the devil (v 24). They ascribed His power to a gift from Beelzebub. The blindness of those who refuse to repent is highlighted in their words.

			A Contrast in Privilege: She came from the uttermost parts of the earth and in contrast, He came to where they were. The “Word was nigh them.” They did not have an arduous journey to undertake or an expensive trip to finance. It was not 1,000 miles which separated them from the source of all wisdom. The distance had been bridged by the Savior Himself. He came, He moved among them, and displayed His credentials as their Messiah. Yet they did not want to recognize Him.

			A Contrast in Person: The city of Nineveh responded to the preaching of a messenger, and a reluctant one at that. In contrast, the Lord Jesus was not only the messenger, but He was the message itself. Unlike Jonah, He came with a longing desire to bless humanity and especially the nation whom He loved. Sinful men repented when Jonah preached; sinful men rebelled against the light when Christ preached. The Queen of Sheba hastened to hear Solomon; but the generation to which the Lord spoke had no interest in His message.

			The words of the Lord Jesus raise a warning note to all in a privileged position. While the “unpardonable sin” is uniquely linked with, and limited to men who heard and witnessed first-hand the words and works of the Savior, the culpability of privileged individuals remains the same. Solomon and the Queen of the South are mentioned here in Matthew 12 to serve as a sobering warning that rejection of Christ by the privileged will lead to an eternal condemnation. Along with the books of Revelation 20, the witness of the men of Nineveh and the Queen of the South will be added to the evidence to prove conclusively the righteousness of God’s judgment on the unbeliever.

			 

			Nehemiah 13:26: Solomon and the Saint and a Lesson about our Weakness

			“Even him” is the startling warning from the Spirit of God through Nehemiah. Failure and idolatry would be a snare to anyone, certainly, except Solomon! He was the builder of the Temple for the worship of the true God. Surely not Solomon!

			One so privileged and so used by God, however, was not immune from the inveterate enemy we face daily - our flesh. More will be written concerning this solemn admonition in chapter 11 when we consider his downward spiritual spiral, but it is important here to just note a few things to justify our study of his life. 

			There can be little doubt that Solomon was a man who knew God; on two occasions, he received direct communications from God. He was a man who had dealings with God; here was a man who prayed perhaps one of the greatest prayers in the Bible and who knew answered prayer. He had received a pattern to build a house for God and had followed it so meticulously that the presence of God came down and filled the house with God’s glory. Gifted and renowned, he caused the name of the God of Israel to be blazed abroad among the nations (1 Kings 4:34). Here, as well, is the only man in Scripture of whom it says that “He loved the Lord.”

			Gifted and successful, what could possibly topple him from the pinnacle of his spiritual success?

			Nehemiah, faced with th unholy unions on his return to Jerusalem, remonstrated with the people and demanded they divorce their heathen wives. Unlike Ezra who pulled out his own hair, Nehemiah opted to pull out theirs! As he contended with them, he reminded them of Solomon and how “outlandish women” caused him to sin. Of course, what Nehemiah is referring to is the slide into idolatry. And it was idolatry which sank the nation into captivity from which they had just been afforded a moment of reprieve and restoration. To succumb to the exact danger, the marrying of heathen wives, would eventually link them to the idols of those heathen nations. 

			Nehemiah reminded them, and us, that we must learn from the failure of past generations. Those who refuse to learn from history will repeat the mistakes of history. Our only safeguard is in the Word of God. In the books of Kings, the expression, “the Word of the Lord” occurs 31 times as reminder of what alone can preserve us individually and corporately in testimony for God.

			 

			Acts 7:44, 48 Solomon and the Sanctuary and a Lesson about our Worship

			The final mention of Solomon in the Scriptures is in the message which Stephen delivered in his apologetic to the nation of Israel detailing their repeated and rebellious resistance to all of God’s entreaties and interventions. Every messenger and shepherd, whether Joseph or Moses, had been rejected. God in grace had brought them into the land and the tabernacle was replaced by the more permanent sanctuary built by Solomon. God had fulfilled His promise to bring them in and to establish them as a nation.

			But to the allusion to the Temple, Stephen adds these words, but “the Most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands” (Acts 7:48). He reminds the Jewish nation, as does Paul in Acts 17 to the Athenians of his day, that:

			God is above man’s Confines. God cannot be limited to a space and defined as belonging exclusively to that space. “Heaven is My throne and earth is My footstool.” God in the greatness of His person cannot be confined. He is so great, so infinite, that only eternity can “house” Him adequately (Isa 57:15). Solomon himself marveled and owned, “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? The heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee ... “ (1 Kings 8:27). What would Solomon have thought if he could have known that the God Who inhabited eternity would one day inhabit a manger at Bethlehem, a cottage and carpenter’s shop in Nazareth, and a tomb in the garden in Jerusalem? 

			Israel presumed that since they possessed a temple which had been built “according to the pattern,” and since the glory of God had filled it, that they were secure in claiming His exclusive presence. This pride and presumption were highlighted in Jeremiah’s day (Jer 7:1-4).

			Stephen’s message also warned the nation that God is above man’s Contributions. “Hath not My hands made all these things?” God need nothing and we can add nothing to God. David possessing and giving millions in gold and silver to prepare for the construction of the house of God also owned this great truth: “Of thine own have we given Thee” (1 Chron 29:14).

			Stephen, drawing upon the lessons of Israel’s history reminds us that a building and ritual does not guarantee the presence of God. Obedience and true holiness are required for His presence to be a reality.

			The lesson of the Sanctuary should not be lost upon us, either. Form without reality, symbol without substance, and a house without our hearts will never translate into spiritual blessing and pleasure to God. If no other lesson from the mentions of Solomon were relevant to our generation of testimony-bearers, certainly the warning of the House is most telling.

			Certainly, we have a responsibility to build according to the pattern and to submit to the Word of God in all its teachings. This alone assures His presence. But to make exclusive claims being dismissive of anything with which we disagree is beyond the scope of Scripture. We cannot confine God to any one location and claim Him all for ourselves. 

			 

			
					
Psalm 72 Solomon and the Song and a Lesson about the Welfare of the Nations


			

			Students are familiar with the division of the Psalter into five sections, each corresponding in measure with the books of the Pentateuch. Psalm 72 brings to a conclusion the second section or the Exodus section of the Psalms. There is something very fitting about the fact that it begins with the hart panting after God, a faint insight into the deep thirst of Christ for the enjoyment of the fellowship with God that was sundered at Calvary; and it concludes with a foreshadowing of His coming glory, when He will satisfy the thirst of the world. 

			The prayers and longings of David can rise no higher than what he has expressed. Little wonder then that he concludes the Psalm with his double “Amen, Amen.” And then adds that the “prayers of David, the son of Jesse are ended.” Heart could desire nothing more than a day when David’s Son will reign and receive the honor, glory, and worship which He deserves. 

			Did David see beyond Solomon? His language is so exalted, his expressions so far reaching, that it is almost inconceivable to think other than that this is another occasion when David is speaking by the Spirit and sees beyond Solomon to a greater than Solomon. Although verses from Psalm 72 are not quoted in the New Testament, the spirit of the Psalm is certainly present in all the prophets and in the writings of the New Testament. 

			A more detailed appreciation of the Psalm will be given in the body of the book, but suffice for now to point out the blessing which His reign will bring to all of humanity, but with special attention to the “dispensable” of all previous administrations - the poor and needy. The world’s many economic, social, environmental, and moral problems will all find their answer, not in diplomacy or the UN, but in a Man.
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