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To the stewards who signal under constraint. To the republics not yet built. To every voice that models clarity when silence is safer. To the future — not as forecast, but as coordination.
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Author’s Note

[image: ]




This work was composed as a republic-building act.

It began not with admiration, but with inquiry: What makes a legacy agent legible under constraint? What behavioural architectures enable courage, coordination, and cultural sovereignty when institutions fail and visibility fractures?

Each essay in this anthology was inscribed not to celebrate fame, but to model strategic clarity. The figures selected — from Taylor Swift to Seenaa Solomon — were chosen for the games they play, the signals they send, and the coalitions they activate. Their actions are not anecdotes. They are diagnostic coordinates in the planetary coordination game of survival.

As author, I approached each figure as a theorist might approach a system — with reverence for complexity, precision in modelling, and commitment to epistemic stewardship. I calibrated each essay to honour not just the agent, but the republic they signal into being. I embedded payoff matrices, threshold models, and signalling logic not as academic ornament, but as ceremonial infrastructure.

This anthology is part of a larger project: to engineer enduring epistemic infrastructure for future stewards. It is offered to those who build republics of trust, visibility, and care — not through dominance, but through strategic modelling. It is a scroll for those who understand that legacy is not what we inherit, but what we activate.

I remain grateful to the agents inscribed, the stewards who will carry this work forward, and the republics yet to be built.

Let this note be not a signature, but a signal.

—Temesgen Muleta-Erena, London, UK

Acknowledgments

This book is not mine alone. It is a republic of echoes, rehearsals, and sovereign signals.

To the legacy agents whose courage, clarity, and coordination shaped these essays — your actions are not merely observed; they are modelled. You are not subjects of study, but architects of strategy.

To the stewards of knowledge — librarians, archivists, educators, and readers across continents — from Northern Europe to Oceania, from the West Coast to Tokyo — thank you for keeping the scrolls alive and circulating. May this offering find you as a tool, a mirror, a protocol.

To the indigenous systems, ancestral grammars, and epistemic infrastructures that predate and outlast empire — your wisdom is not cited. It is embedded.

To those who taught me to write it down — not to hoard, but to dispatch — thank you. This scroll is yours.

To the republic-builders yet to come: may this book be a coordinate, a signal, a rehearsal.

And to the ceremonial patience that carried this tenth book to completion — I bow.

Let the republics begin.
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This anthology was not written to admire legacy. It was engineered to model it.

In a century defined by epistemic fragmentation, ecological collapse, and institutional decay, the question is no longer whether humanity can innovate. It is whether we can coordinate. The ten essays that follow are not tributes. They are strategic diagnostics — inscriptions of how individuals, under constraint, activate behavioural architectures that provision public goods, signal reputation, and build coalitions.

Each figure was selected not for fame, but for signal clarity. Their actions — whether planting trees, reclaiming ownership, resisting censorship, or reviving indigenous voice — instantiate coordination games that future stewards must learn to play. These are not metaphors. They are planetary protocols.

The essays are modular by design. Each models a distinct game: signalling, trust, threshold, visibility, or public goods. Together, they form a behavioural constellation — a republic of strategists whose moves illuminate the path forward. The anthology draws from behavioural economics, game theory, and evolutionary epistemology, but its purpose is not academic. It is ceremonial. It offers a scroll for those who build republics not of territory, but of trust.

This work was composed in the spirit of stewardship. It honours those who act with humility, clarity, and infrastructural intent. It is offered to future republic-builders, epistemic engineers, and coordination theorists as a diagnostic grammar for survival.

Let the modelling begin. Let the republics activate. Let legacy be inscribed — not in stone, but in strategy.
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The Game of Strategic Legacy is a behavioural economics anthology modelling ten legacy agents whose actions under constraint reveal the architecture of courage, coordination, and cultural sovereignty. Through formal game-theoretic modelling, payoff matrices, and strategic diagnostics, each essay theorizes how individuals provision public goods, signal reputation, and activate coalitions — not as symbolic gestures, but as infrastructural moves within dynamic coordination games.

This work departs from conventional biography. It offers a modular framework for republic-builders, epistemic stewards, and strategic theorists seeking to understand how legacy is engineered under constraint. Drawing from signalling theory, threshold models, trust games, and public goods provisioning, the anthology inscribes ten figures whose actions instantiate behavioural blueprints for planetary coordination.

Strategic Themes Modelled Across Essays:


	
Ownership as signalling infrastructure (Taylor Swift)


	
Costly signalling and climate coordination (Greta Thunberg)


	
Asymmetric risk and trust games (Malala Yousafzai)


	
Diasporic voice as coordination infrastructure (Maria Makeba)


	
Philanthropic visibility and global trust games (Bill Gates)


	
Threshold signalling and indigenous sovereignty (Seenaa Solomon)


	
Environmental stewardship as public goods provision (Wangarĩ Maathai)


	
Resistance economics and epistemic sovereignty (Vandana Shiva)


	
Visibility-cost trade-offs in censorship regimes (Ai Weiwei)


	
Youth signalling and coalition formation (Emma González)




Theoretical Foundations:


	Behavioural Game Theory (Dhami 2025; Gratch 2024)

	Commons Governance (Ostrom 1990)

	Signalling Theory (Spence 1973)

	Threshold Models (Granovetter 1978)

	Economics of Identity (Akerlof & Kranton 2000)

	Entropy Modelling (Georgescu-Roegen 1971)



Purpose and Audience:

This anthology is designed for:


	Scholars of behavioural economics, game theory, and strategic modelling

	Activists and organizers seeking replicable coordination frameworks

	Institutions and republics seeking epistemic clarity and legacy infrastructure

	Future stewards navigating planetary constraint and coordination failure



Format:


	Ten modular essays, each with abstract, strategic model, payoff matrix, and references

	Introduction and conclusion framing the anthology as a planetary coordination protocol

	Ceremonial tone and typographic sovereignty for archival permanence
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Introduction

The Game of Strategic Legacy: Essays in Behavioural Economics on Courage, Coordination, and Cultural Sovereignty

Humanity stands not at the end of history, but at the beginning of strategic clarity. This anthology models ten legacy agents whose actions, under constraint, reveal the behavioural architecture of courage, coordination, and cultural sovereignty. Through the lenses of behavioural economics and game theory, each essay theorizes how individuals signal reputation, build coalitions, and provision public goods — not as isolated acts, but as strategic moves within dynamic games of survival and legacy.

Traditional economics, rooted in neoclassical assumptions, has long modelled human behaviour through the lens of rational choice, perfect information, and equilibrium optimization. These models treat individuals as utility-maximizing agents in frictionless markets, abstracted from history, emotion, and identity. While powerful in modelling price systems and resource allocation, classical economics falters when applied to real-world coordination problems — especially those involving trust, visibility, and asymmetric risk.

It fails to explain why people protest under threat, why communities mobilize without direct incentives, or why visibility becomes infrastructure in movements for justice. It cannot model how courage scales, how reputation compounds, or how identity shapes strategic behaviour. In short, it explains markets — but not movements.

Behavioural game theory departs from classical rationality by accounting for bounded cognition, social preferences, and history-dependent strategies (Dhami 2025; Gratch 2024; Muleta-Erena 2025). It integrates insights from psychology, sociology, and experimental economics to model how agents behave in repeated games, where memory, reputation, and visibility shape outcomes. It allows us to theorize how individuals coordinate under constraint — not through equilibrium, but through ritual, resilience, and strategic signalling.

Coordination games, signalling games, and trust games are not abstract metaphors — they are lived realities. Greta Thunberg’s climate strikes, Malala Yousafzai’s asymmetric risk-taking, and Vandana Shiva’s resistance economics each instantiate models of costly signalling, repeated games, and public goods provision. These agents do not merely act; they model strategic clarity under epistemic constraint.

The causes these agents stand for — climate justice, indigenous sovereignty, institutional trust, and equitable visibility — are not optional. They are survival necessities. Humanity’s constraints today are not technological alone; they are behavioural and epistemic. Climate collapse, institutional decay, and coordination failure are not external threats — they are internal breakdowns of strategic modelling. The ten figures inscribed here offer behavioural blueprints for reversing those breakdowns.

Philosophically, this work draws from evolutionary epistemology, cultural game theory, and stewardship ethics. Humanity is the outcome of a 5-billion-year evolutionary arc, yet our survival now depends on how we coordinate knowledge, adapt behaviour, and redirect natural evolution through dynamic learning. The figures inscribed here — from Taylor Swift’s ownership signalling to Seenaa Solomon’s indigenous threshold modelling — embody the character traits necessary for mass coordination: humility, clarity, courage, and infrastructural intent.

Practically, these agents have reshaped global discourse, mobilized millions, and provisioned new forms of visibility. Their impact is not symbolic; it is infrastructural. Wangarĩ Maathai’s tree planting became a coordination game for ecological justice. Bill Gates’ philanthropic infrastructure models global trust games. Ai Weiwei’s defiance reveals the visibility-cost trade-off in censorship regimes. Each figure offers a behavioural blueprint for future stewards.

As humanity projects itself into the next billion years — facing solar decay, ecological collapse, and epistemic fragmentation — our survival will be constrained by how far we can coordinate. Technologies like artificial photosynthesis, planetary cooling, and interstellar adaptation will require not just innovation, but strategic mass action. The game of strategic legacy is not a metaphor. It is a planetary protocol.
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