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WHAT ARE GRADED READERS?

Graded readers are books in easy English. They are written for learners of English and use vocabulary and grammar at your level. 

Each book also includes some new, more difficult words. There are definitions for these words at the back of the book.

 

WHY READ GRADED READERS?


		Studies show that learners who read in English improve in all areas much faster than learners who don’t read.

		You don’t need a dictionary so reading is relaxing.

		The stories are all in modern English.

		You learn vocabulary and grammar in context (this is the best way, according to teachers).

		Reading a book in English improves your comprehension, fluency and confidence.

		Graded readers are not exercises. They are real stories you can enjoy, helping you learn English naturally






 New words


When you see an underlined word, click on it. This will take you to a definition of the word at the back of the book.

 

People in the story

Victor Frankenstein – a young scientist

the creature 

Robert Walton – an explorer

Elizabeth – Victor’s cousin

Henry Clerval – Victor’s friend


Chapter 1

Arkhangelsk, Russia, 28 March

Dear Margaret,

How are things in London?

You’ll be pleased to hear that I’m safe. I know you were worried about my trip. After a long journey through the snow from Saint Petersburg, I’ve now arrived in Arkhangelsk, in the north of Russia.

The wind here is so cold, but it feels exciting. It comes from the North Pole, and I’m going there soon.

People think it’s a terrible place, but I think it will be beautiful. Nobody has ever been there before – and I want to be the first explorer to see it!

It will be a long and difficult journey so I’ve prepared carefully for it. I’ve rented a ship and found some sailors. Now I’m waiting.

Time passes slowly and I’m very lonely. The sailors are nice men but I want a close friend, someone I can really talk to. There is no one like that here.

I probably won’t leave until June, when the weather is a bit warmer. And when will I return? I don’t know. You may not see me for many months, maybe years. And if things don’t go well, then you’ll never see me again.

Love from your brother, Robert
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