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What is AI?

Artificial Intelligence, or AI, is like giving a computer a brain to help it solve problems and do things humans can do—like talking, playing games, or even drawing pictures! But instead of a real brain, AI uses special programs that help it "think."

Have you ever used Siri on an iPhone or asked Alexa a question? If so, you’ve already met AI! These are examples of smart programs that can answer questions or help you with tasks, just like a human would.

Real-Life Examples of AI:


	
Voice Assistants: Siri, Alexa, and Google Assistant all use AI to understand your voice and respond.


	
Video Games: When you're playing against a computer opponent in a game like Minecraft, AI is controlling the actions of those characters.


	
Self-Driving Cars: Some cars can drive themselves using AI to make decisions about where to go and when to stop.




Simple Exercise: Spotting AI in Your Life

Think about your day today. Can you name 3 things you used or saw that might have had AI in them?


	Maybe you asked Siri or Alexa something?

	Did you watch a YouTube video? (AI helps suggest videos you might like!)

	Played a video game with computer players?



Write down your 3 examples of AI. Share with a friend or family member to see if they can think of others.

Practical Application: Chatting with an AI (Like Me!)

Let’s try something fun! If you're reading this, you’re already interacting with an AI, ChatGPT. Here’s a little activity:

Step 1: Ask ChatGPT a question, like, “What is your favorite animal?” (Hint: AI doesn’t really have favorites like humans, but it can still answer in a fun way.)

Step 2: After getting an answer, think about how you asked your question. Could you ask it in a different way? For example, instead of "What is your favorite animal?" you could ask, "Can you describe a fun animal?"

Try this with 3 different questions. Notice how the answers change based on how you ask the question. Write them down in your notebook!
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