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        Drawn to the yearly fairy festival by the promise of real fairies, Charlotte visits the small town in the hope of getting a glimpse of these mythical creatures. A bad storm threatens to ruin the event and her friends tempt her with bad decisions. Will Charlotte get to see a fairy before they go fully extinct?

        -

        The Fairy Festival a prequel in the modern fantasy Griffin Sanctuary series. It is packed full of adventure, mythical creatures, and a sapphic romantic sub-plot.

      

        

      
        If you enjoy mythical creatures, zoo documentaries, slow burn sapphic romantic sub-plots, and a heroine who loves animals, you're going to love this series.
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      The distinct sweet scent of fairy pollen greeted me even before I got off the train. I breathed in deeply, savouring the lightly floral scent that mixed perfectly with the greasy air of fried food.

      I couldn’t believe I was actually here.

      The Fairy Festival. The entire town was decorated with colourful flags and lanterns in preparation for the annual event. Children with large balloons followed their mothers and fathers around, chattering excitedly while eating fairy ice cream and candy.

      “I’m so excited we’re here!” Julie sighed dramatically. “I could actually die. I’ve been wanting to see fairies bloom forever.”

      I nodded, sharing the sentiment. It was a truly special event that wouldn’t have been possible if the local conservations hadn’t worked tirelessly to restore the cocoon fields so the fairies could hatch here.

      Rashid and Larissa agreed too and the four of us started our walk to the town square where the festival was held. It was nice that I didn’t have to go alone after Tina cancelled on me, crowds weren’t really my thing and there was a big one here. The enthusiastic chatter of my classmates blended seamlessly with the general atmosphere of excitement and joy. I could feel it sitting in my chest too, the growing anticipation for this annual event.

      Plenty of the roads were closed off to the public to ensure the emperor fairies growing in the surrounding fields weren’t disturbed. That would truly be catastrophic. Luckily, most people were happy to oblige and enjoy their time at the festival. Drunken chatter surrounded us even though it was only just past noon but the sunny weather brought out people’s best moods.

      I briefly paused under a large advertising poster with a picture of a blooming fairy abandoning the flower it had claimed as its temporary host. The six wings shimmered slightly and its curly antenna gave it an elegant and inquisitive look.

      “Why are you looking at the poster?” Rashid asked, encouraging me to keep walking. “You’ll see the real thing tonight.”

      “But not from this close-up though,” I rebuked. “I’m not that lucky.”

      He chortled as we caught up with the others. “You should use your luck to get into the internship you want. Which one is your first choice again?”

      “The Griffin Sanctuary. I’ve loved that place since I was a kid and working with the unicorns would just be a dream come true.”

      “Yeah, you’ll need that luck. That place is impossible to get into unless you’re from one of the all-star universities like Glyzen Hall or worse, Evergreen.”

      “Evergreen isn’t that bad. The campus was amazing and they had some fantastic facilities. I wanted to go there.” We passed a stall making fried doughnuts and the addictive smell of the sugar had my mouth watering.

      “Well, I’m glad you’re here,” Rashid said, pulling me away from temptation. “Those snobs wouldn’t have appreciated you.”

      “You’re just bitter because your sister got in and you didn’t,” I teased.

      “Touché.” He chuckled. “Anyway, it doesn’t matter, I’m happy at Ashway. Did you know our Zoology program is actually seventh-best in the country? And percentage-wise, over half the students that graduate from Ashway find jobs in relevant fields within five years. That’s actually pretty high.”
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