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    Imagine a wonderful story With a journey that takes you so high, An adventure for Vincent Jr., Amoré, Caiden, Ziané, and Tiana That touches the top of the sky!

So enjoy this book together Because it's written just for you, Given with lots of special love And joyful wishes too!

I will love you always!'Ouma Susan'
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Chapter 1: The Gateway to Adventure
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Only two weeks remained before the start of the school holidays. Learners in the rural town of Windworth were all studying for their end-of-year exams. Some, like Roxanne and Tiffany, found this an exciting time of the year, but for others like Simon, Freddy, and Jack, it was dreadful. It wasn’t that they lacked intelligence, but rather, they craved adventure over sitting in front of their books.

Simon watched the clock tick, each second stretching longer than the last. With every chime, his stomach twisted tighter, a bundle of nerves. He had avoided his textbooks like they were coated in thorns, opting for the company of video games and comics instead. Now, as the sound of his dad’s footsteps echoed down the hall, a cold sweat broke across his forehead. He knew what was coming; those footsteps were a countdown to the confrontation he’d been dodging all week. 

Then, breaking the tense silence, his dad’s voice boomed from the living room, ‘Simon, could you come here for a moment?’ There was no mistaking the firmness in his tone, no room for negotiation. With a resigned sigh, Simon pushed himself off his bed, the fantasy worlds of heroes and adventures falling away as he trudged toward the inevitable. Each step felt heavier than the last, his heart pounding against his chest as he entered the living room.

His dad looked up from the newspaper he was reading. “Simon, your mom told me you’re not pulling your weight studying for your exams,” he said, pausing for effect while Simon hung his head. Standing up, Simon’s dad walked over to him. “I’ve decided what you need, son, is motivation,” he said, sitting down on the couch and gesturing for Simon to sit beside him.

Simon complied, expecting the scolding of his life, but instead, his dad smiled. “I called Uncle Mike, the uncle you haven’t yet met. The farmer in South Africa,” Simon had seen photos of Uncle Mike and his family and they often video-called. “But what does that have to do with him not studying?” he wondered.

Still smiling, his dad continued, “Here’s the deal: You do well on your report card, and we go on a family holiday to visit him.” Simon’s eyes lit up. “To the farm in South Africa?” he asked in disbelief. His dad nodded. “And, if everyone in your group does well, each with at least one distinction, they can come too. I’ve already cleared it with their parents.”

Simon didn’t know what to say; he just nodded. His dad stood up and walked back to the chair at the window he occupied before Simon entered. “Now, it’s up to you to decide if you want to spend a holiday grounded because of poor performance or having the adventure of your life in South Africa,” he said, continuing to read his newspaper.

Simon mumbled, “Thanks, dad, I will study, we will study. Book the tickets.” He left to grab his mobile phone, sending a WhatsApp message to Roxanne. As usual, he started with “Hi.” A few seconds later, a ‘tee dee dee tee’ sound indicated that Roxanne had replied. He opened the message that read, “Yea?” His fingers danced over the on-screen keyboard as he explained his dad’s deal about the visit to South Africa.

Soon, the chat turned into a group chat, and less than half an hour later, six children were studying as if their lives depended on it. Text messages were no longer about jokes, movies, and TV programs but about schoolwork, study schedules, work summaries, and study methods.

South Africa could brace itself; the Starlight Explorers were coming, and no exam would stand in their way!

***
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SIMON WAITED EAGERLY for his friends to arrive for the study session he had arranged. His mother had placed an array of delicious-looking cookies and pastries on the large dining room table where they would gather. His heart skipped a beat as he saw Roxanne, the first to arrive, through the window. Roxanne held a very special place in his heart. Twelve years old, with long blond hair and blue eyes, she had the build of a gymnast and an expression that was confident and lively, mirroring her active and adventurous personality.

“Hi Simon, I thought I’d come a bit early so we can chat more about our upcoming holiday in South Africa,” Roxanne greeted him with her usual enthusiasm.

Simon grinned back at her. “Yeah, it’s going to be so much fun! I heard we might even get to drive a tractor!” he replied, his enthusiasm infectious.

“Wow! I can’t wait. Which part of the country are we going to?” Roxanne’s eyes sparkled with curiosity and excitement.

Before Simon could answer, Tiffany, Roxanne’s best friend, bounded through the gate. Tiffany, a cute 11-year-old girl with a slightly chubby build and black hair, ran up to Roxanne and hugged her. Her friendly expression broke into a tease, “Ooh, am I interrupting something?”

Simon couldn’t help but smile. Tiffany, always the first to crack a joke, had a way of lighting up the room that reminded him how much he’d missed these gatherings. Her arrival, bursting with energy, brought back a flood of memories from their last adventure, making the study session feel like the beginning of something new rather than an academic chore.

One after the other, their friends arrived: first, Jack, the tall and skinny boy with cautious blue eyes and black hair, followed closely by Freddy, the short and chubby redhead who was the only one in the group wearing glasses. Last to arrive was Leo, Roxanne’s brother, an 11-year-old of average height with blond hair and mischievous blue eyes, always wearing a playful expression.

As they started the session with Simon’s mom’s delicious treats, they reflected on their previous adventure, unmasking Constable Smolders as a fraud, blackmailer, and kidnapper. Tiffany recalled the hilarious chaos caused by Simon’s dog at the market, leading to Freddy’s unforgettable makeover courtesy of the pastor’s wife, while Jack recounted the terrifying moment they were locked up, saved only by Tiffany’s bravery.
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