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Front Cover: 

THE TRIUMPH OF GALATEA

Raphael's most celebrated secular creation, it forms part of a series of mythological frescoes undertaken in 1511-12 and based on Poliziano's poem Giostra. Both Guilio Romano and Sebastiano del Piombo assisted Raphael on the adjacent frescoes.

Some say that all gods and all living creatures originated in the stream of Oceanus which girdles the world.*

Galatea was one of the sea nymphs. She was courted by the cyclops Polyphemus whom she rejected for the herdsman Acis.

The picture was chosen for the cover because Galatea's triumph represents here the release of material forms into the world through the agency of water. The part played by the sea and by deluges have been supreme in the history of Man's origin. The sea has governed the rise and fall of continents, and, with them, their root races. The last great surviving island of Atlantis was not called Poseidon without good reason. The sea has swept aside civilisations like Lemuria and Atlantis. Salt water, fresh water, drought and condensation have been the instruments whereby the nereids have triumphed in the unending saga of Man's pleomorphism.

* The Homeric and Orphic Creation Myth from THE GREEK MYTHS by Robert Graves.

 

AUTHOR'S NOTE

I have tried as far as possible to avoid a repetition of facts and figures given by The Secret Doctrine except where these are important in elucidating, confirming, contradicting or supporting some point of new detail. When H.P. Blavatsky wrote The Secret Doctrine, the great biological periods which we know so well today were not yet clearly defined in terms of age and extent. Also, by her own admission, many figures given by the Masters to her were inevitably altered in the process of being passed on to others like A. P. Sinnett for publication. Instead of loosely referring to time in terms of Rounds and Chains, Root Races and Sub-races, I have endeavoured by correlation, cross-checking and by final resort to questioning the Master Blavatsky directly, to give wherever possible time factors in terms of years, eras and periods. This has not been easy and may not always stand the closest of inspection, but it must be remembered that in eighty per cent of our investigations here, we are dealing with paralleling evolutions sometimes on three different planes at once. The march of science will steadily bring confirmation of broad outlines, correct minor errors, and add supplementary detail.

When it is also remembered that globes and their entire contents, including fossil records, are constantly either materialising into greater concretion or density, and later emerging into more refinement of mass and less concretion, and that the influence of human presence on artifacts makes carbon dating, for them, unsuitable, we have a picture requiring existential approach, and that is, bearing in mind the inner rounds and evolutions, exactly as it should be.

Annie Besant, herself gifted with clairvoyant perception, nevertheless had great difficulty in fixing time in her observations of Man's early history:-

With regard to the fixing of ancient dates, I find myself wholly incompetent. It is easy to observe the co-presence of man and certain types of animals on the globe, but this gives little help in fixing precise dates. I have in this followed The Secret Doctrine, because every little advance I have made in knowledge has proved to me the general accuracy of that marvellous book, and H.P.B. had a sweep and grasp of occult knowledge which none among us can pretend to rival.*

* The Pedigree Of Man by Annie Besant (Theosophical Publishing House, London), page 14.


To this last observation let me hasten to add my own amen. No man can hope to possess all the knowledge which concerns our very complicated origin on this planet (and on others). Madame Blavatsky, in introducing The Secret Doctrine reiterated the words of Montaigne :-

Gentlemen, 'I have here made only a nosegay of culled flowers, and have brought nothing of my own but the string that ties them.'

Annie Besant, who followed The Secret Doctrine with her The Pedigree Of Man, wrote in the same vein:-

At the very outset, I would acknowledge my debt to her great work, THE SECRET DOCTRINE, from which the whole plan and innumerable details are taken; I have added some facts, filled up some lacunae, bridged some gulfs, perhaps, but most of the materials are hers, and are drawn from that record of her vast occult knowledge, her giant grasp of facts.

Later, Alice Bailey dedicated her magnum opus, A Treatise On Cosmic Fire, to the same source:-

That great disciple who lighted her torch in the east and brought the light to Europe and America in 1875.

Let me be permitted to add my own less illustrious name to these, and with them testify that the teachings are from the WISDOM OF THE AGES as they are channeled by Masters of the Wisdom to mankind perennially, and it is for Their disciples to interpret them to the intelligentsia in the language of the day.

All men agree that no subject is as abstruse and complicated as that of medicine. And this science, more than any, has been built up through respect for earlier teachings and medical traditions so much so that even today, at least in Great Britain, doctors prefer to hand their knowledge and experience to their own sons rather than to allow 'outsiders' to take up their work. In Greece even the Aesculapidae, fathers of modern medicine, leaned heavily on the teachings of the ancients and preserved them jealously within their own ranks.

One of the most astute minds in history, the Arab scientist and philosopher Rhazes, paid this tribute to ancient learning:-

It can never be that any individual, to whatever age he may reach, should be able to comprehend in his mind a subject so vast and diffuse (as medicine), except by treading upon the footsteps of the ancients.

In our times physics too has leaned heavily on work done by Kepler, Galileo and Newton, right up to Rutherford. If we think that men of science are exempt from this holistic and symbiotic approach to true knowledge and wisdom, then the comments of two of our greatest physicists are relevant here. Sommerfield, the younger of the two, had taken up the threads of work done by the older. Sommerfield to Max Planck :-

You cultivate the virgin soil,
Where picking the flowers was my only toil.

And to this Planck answered :-

You picked flowers - well, so have I.
Let them be, then combined; 
Let us exchange our flowers fair, 
And in the brightest wreath them bind.

The study and comprehension of medicine, difficult, arduous and exacting as it is, is like a tea party compared to the study of Man's origin, and without the ancient teachings science has no hope of unraveling anthropogenesis.

This book and its contents devolve from four great questions :-

Who is Man?

Where does he come from?

Why is he here? 

Where does he go to from here?

The answers to these questions are based upon the seven tenets of Ancient Wisdom given in The Jewel In The Lotus.* These may be summarised in a catechism for students of the esoteric sciences:-

All things live and each is part of a greater entity in which it lives and moves and has its being and of which it is a reflection and to which it is attached by an invisible continuum that imposes seven qualities of the greater being and the laws of cause and effect which govern that greater being on all its parts. There is no death but only endless rebirth into forms that increasingly reflect the universal nature of the greater being.

* Postulate Two, The Jewel In The Lotus, by Dr. Douglas Baker.

The catechism explains the Hermetic Axiom put by Manley Palmer Hall:-

Macrocosms are built up of aggregations of microcosms; and the whole is similar to the parts and the parts to the whole, the difference lying in magnitude rather than in quality.

Thus, Hildegarde exclaims, "O man, look at man! For man has in himself heavens and earth."

No matter how abstruse, how surrounded with mystery the subject of Man's origin, we should remember the words of Paracelsus:-

Things that are considered now to be impossible will be accomplished; and that which is unexpected will in the future prove to be true, and that which is looked upon as superstition in one century will be the basis of the approved science of the next.

DOUGLAS BAKER
'Little Elephant' 
Essendon, Herts. ENGLAND
December, 1975


SECTION ONE - Man, Time and Fossils

Darwinism with its concept of the origin of species, backed as it was with so much evidential material, sounded the death-knell of anthropogenesis as propounded in the Old Testament. It was patently obvious that the Earth could never have been fashioned in the periods of time indicated in Genesis. Fossilised remains of animals exposed from beneath strata of rock formed in previous centuries that could be counted in thousands rather than scores showed that Man, too, had an earlier origin than anything even faintly suggested by the Bible.

The fact that Darwin's theory, despite significant modifications to it, remains the currently accepted proposition concerning Man's origin is no tribute to its unassailable authenticity, but rather to the lack of any worthier scientific treatise to replace it. Darwinism clearly implies that Man shares a common ancestor with the ape, and every museum displays a series of skeletons calculated to show that Man has evolved out of primitive vertebrates. No real evidence substantiates this. No one denies that evolution of some animals works almost as Darwin suggests it, but this is not true for the evolution of Mankind, nor is it true of the higher mammals. The modifications of limb (see overleaf) for various vertebrates would be true only if the human form (shown on the *ight) were positioned above the others to indicate its seniority in age over all of them and that the latter are either the result of Nature working blindly and unassisted or are degenerations of the human pattern which is archetypal.

The 'missing link' has not been found because there is none. If the same sort of 'scientific minds' still hold sway in this field of research as those when the farce of the Piltdown Man was still the basis for evidence of a 'missing link', then we can expect no change of current attitudes in favour of the principles of anthropogenesis laid down in The Secret Doctrine. That work will remain ignored rather than disbelieved. Isaac Newton was once criticised by a high church authority for his belief in astrology. He answered, "I believe in it, your Grace, because I have studied it. You disbelieve it because you have not studied it."

For years the 'missing link' hung on such scanty evidence as that of the Piltdown Man, which turned out to be a fraud:-

It has even been apotheosized in a comic strip. That is the Piltdown find. According to information generally believed before June 30, 1954, during the year 1908 workmen removing road material from a gravel pit in Piltdown Common, Sussex, found a skull. Believing it, as they later declared, to have been a fossil coconut, they smashed it with their shovels. One of the pieces was given to Charles Dawson, a lawyer, who searched the site, with the help of companions, on and off until 1912. During the search, they found the right half of a lower jaw, and an upper canine tooth, of ape-like form. For over forty years the world of science was divided between those who believed that the skull and jaw belonged to one individual, and those who considered the jaw and tooth those of an ape.

On November 21, 1953, the Natural History Museum in London officially announced that the jaw and tooth were those of a modern orangutan. Some prankster or pranksters unspecified had doctored the bones with chemicals and ground down the teeth to make them look human, then taken them to Piltdown Common for the discovery.

Then on June 30, 1954, in a report signed G. R. de Beer, director of the British Museum, Geological Section, and referring to the technical work of nineteen specialists in everything from anatomy to atomic energy, it was flatly stated that the skull, the flints, the bone implement, and the associated animal bones were all fakes. The cranial bones had been tinted with iron sulphate, the hippopotamus tooth had come from a Mediterranean island, and the 'plariifrons' elephant specimen from Tunisia. The bone implement had been shaped with a steel knife and the flints had been artificially stained with iron.

How this gigantic hoax could have been perpetrated is more of a mystery than the original association of skull, jaw, and canine tooth. But the ancient and honorable reputation of the British Museum stands like a solid wall behind the 'fake' story. We must perforce accept it.*


* The History Of Man by Carleton Coon (Jonathan Cape, London), pages 39-40.

There is still no evidence of a link between Man and ape. Instead, contradictions are found everywhere, even amongst the most eminent authorities. Anthropologists are even uncertain about Neanderthal Man, let alone his derivation from apes. A current textbook of biology in English Secondary schools displays the diagram opposite as an indication of Man's early ancestors.
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Skull of a gorilla and a series of hominoid skulls leading to that of modern man. The series shows expansion of the braincase, reduction of eyebrow ridges, and straightening of the upper jaw.

Compare this with the observation of Carleton Coon:-

The only other specimen of Homo sapiens yet found in which both size and shape of the braincase and the geological age are firmly known is another female skullcap of the same kind excavated in 1947 at Fontechevade, Charente, France, by an amateur archaeologist named Mme G. Henri-Martin. It lay in an undisturbed deposit in a cave, along with implements of a type made in third-interglacial times and with the bones of animals which lived in that period, a whole Ice Age epoch later than Swanscombe. With it was a piece of the forehead of a male skull. Both are thick like Swanscombe, both of modern brain size and form. The male's forehead was steep and smooth. The portion lying immediately over the nose was less strongly ridged than in many modern men. The Fontechevade discovery destroyed once and forever the current theory that Homo sapiens is descended from Neanderthal man, for the simple reason that the deposit in which the skulls lay was covered with a thin unbroken limestone crust, and over this crust was a deposit of the typical remains of Neanderthal man's occupation.*

* Ibid.

How old is Man?

Whilst we are on the subject of fossils, there is another bone of contention between the teachers of Ancient Wisdom and modern views on the Age of Man. The esoteric teaching is clear. True Man is at least 18 million years old, but there are many reasons why a fossilised remnant of earliest Man has not been found. Those reasons form the main subject matter of this work.

When we write of Man here, we mean his gross physical structure from which fossils derive, not of his etheric structure and the structures which lie between his etheric and gross physical nature for these do not ever leave fossils, in the general sense of that word.

Even amongst the orthodox, however, there is divided opinion. Few authorities place Man at much older than a million years and most say he is much, much younger. However, occasionally, evidence is uncovered of skeleton parts of men who must have lived many millions of years ago.

The oldest specimen of Homo sapiens known is also the oldest of all the fossil men of any kind, older than Pithecanthropus, Sinanthropus, Rhodesian, or Neanderthal. It is a piece of a powerful jaw, including several teeth and a chin. This is the Kanam mandible discovered by Louis Leakey at a site near the northeastern corner of Lake Victoria Nyanza in Kenya Colony, East Africa, in 1932. By geological evidence, associated animal bones, associated stone implements, and its mineral content, Leakey dated it at the very beginning of the Pleistocene.

At a neighbouring site, Kanjera, he also found fragments of four human skulls, one toe bone, and one piece of thighbone. Geological evidence and associated implements gave these specimens a Middle Pleistocene date comparable to the second European interglacial. The Kanjera thighbone has a strong ridge behind, like those of later outdoor-living human beings, including Pithecanthropus, Rhodesian man, and rugged examples of living men. The skulls, reconstructed from numerous fragments were large, thick-walled, and parallel-sided; the foreheads steep, the eyebrow ridges small. Although longer, narrower, and lower than the skulls of most living men, they were fully human in size and form. In 1932 Leakey had demonstrated his thesis that modern man was as old as the Pleistocene.

Twenty years have passed since these events. The scientific world is still divided between Leakey's supporters, among whom I am numbered, and those who through honest scepticism or conflicting theories do not believe in the apparent age of these remains. Since then the best geological authority has given the implements that accompanied these bones the dates that Leakey stated, and a study of the mineral content of the bones has shown that they were probably of that age.*

* For the geological confirmation: C. Van Riet Lowe, The Pleistocene Geology and Pre-history of Uganda, Part II, Geological Survey of Uganda Memoir No. 6, Colchester, England, 1952.

For the mineral conent of the bones: Kenneth P. Oakley, 'Dating Fossil Human Remains,' in Anthropology Today, Alfred L. Kroeber. ed., University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1953 (pp. 43-56). Of Kanam, Kenneth Oakley, the world authority on mineral dating and a very cautious man, said: 'It is difficult to believe that the specimen was not contemporaneous with the layer from which it was obtained. ... It shows a type of mineralization which is apparently peculiar to fossils from this horizon' (op. cit., loc. cit., p. 48).

It is said that the heresy of today is the dogma of tomorrow, and this applies not only to ecclesiastical matters! The scientific pundits of a century ago were in uproar over the matter of meteorites. One scientific body of men in France refused to accept the evidence of their eyes even though the meteors were perforating the rooftops of their very own houses. They believed that bodies coming from outer space were contrary to 'Natural Law' . . . God would not permit such events! Not much later, a famous French scientist, Dr. Bouilland at the Academy of Medicine in Paris, declared Edison's phonograph 'a trick of ventriloquism'.

Only when evidence of the existence of the etheric body and of its capacity to affect deposition and growth of tissues in the physical body is so overwhelming, will science be forced to look again and seriously question another major tenet of Darwin's theories. Darwin had observed that pigeon-breeders could exploit variations in their birds by selecting, for breeding, those birds best endowed with the characteristics which they desired. After many generations of such intervention, the pigeons would become very different from their original types and would develop in the direction intended by the breeders and, presumably, for specific purposes. The selection of types might have absolutely nothing to do with 'survival of the fittest'.

Darwin, in his day, had observed these mechanisms and noted with regard to nature that out of numerous progeny of most animals, few survived and that these tended to be the most suited in their ability to elude predators or obtain their food, etc., etc. Out of this arose his concepts of 'natural selection' and 'the survival of the fittest'.

Darwin made his observations long before the discoveries of genetics and the Mendelian laws of inheritance, and he could not foresee that characteristics might have links to physical structures (chromosomes) within the animals themselves which could mutate and interfere with the mechanisms he described.

With the discovery of the etheric matrix which overshadows and helps to fashion growing tissue from the moment of its origin out of germ cells, science will be forced to search beyond Darwinian and Mendelian precepts for explanations of the phemonemon of Life and its effects on transmitted characteristics. It will have to begin to accept, with modifications, that, in special circumstances, characteristics can be acquired. Even then, it might still be beyond orthodox investigators to conceive that there is an etheric matrix which is part of a greater planetary and even solar mechanism whereby changes in the development, qualities and purposes of the evolution of a planet or solar system might be reflected in the most primitive organisms through their etheric bodies and under the impulses and stimulations of what we now call seasons, cycles and rhythms. Equally abstruse might seem to them the concepts of there being divine or cosmic archetypes in etheric matter constantly moulding the development of mankind as a whole through mankind's etheric body or that of a race, a sub-race, a tribe, a clan, a family and an individual.

It would amount to having to accept that there is a Breeder, not a breeder of pigeons but a DIVINE ONE, not an anthropomorphic god but a spiritual force tending to and nurturing the characteristics of spiritually evolving Man, occasionally influencing his direction by deliberately mutating his genes, perhaps directing the flow of mass-migrations of human populations, sealing off and allowing to inbreed certain tribes for immense cosmic purposes which might not need to express themselves for a thousand generations.

This would amount to having to accept that there are beings with an awareness as high above Man's as his is above that of an animal's . . . that there is a Divine Plan for Man on this planet and that evolution of all kingdoms towards perfection is commensurate with Man's acceptance of this Plan and his cooperation with it. But men of science would be too arrogant for that. It would mean, for them, the acceptance that other forms of life (devas) use our planet which are, at this time, invisible to our eyes. These hosts and hierarchies of sentient life, in fact, assist in the construction of the etheric and physical forms of all life, including that of Man. Indeed, in acceptance of them, will come many advances in Medicine and Surgery. It is they, the deva hosts, that act on and through the etheric matrices of living tissue to implement the will of the Divine Breeder as he reacts to and establishes interplay with the blind forces of Nature and thus gives purpose and direction to the Earth Scheme.

Divine Plan or Spontaneous Regeneration?

The so-called independent thinking of science has arisen through the provision of a theory of evolution that can account for the origin of species without invoking a supernatural agency. Having disposed of this extraneous influence mainly through the efforts of Darwin and Wallace and, in the meantime, having put, supposedly, religion, philosophy and metaphysics permanently out of business, all that remains for science in the century ahead is to account for the origin of life itself. Not, so far, having located, with Darwinian brilliance, a more suitable explanation for life, the only candidate, outside of supernatural influences, is that of spontaneous regeneration!. But this means virtually a return to the old habits of supposing that material things must arise from material things.

It is true that men of science no longer accept that maggots in decaying meat arise de novo from the meat, or that earthworms crawl, newly created, from the garden lawn after a heavy rain, but these same mistakes are about to be repeated at a more microcosmic level. The microscope and the telescope have merely enabled the maggot concept to be pushed back only a little further to the level of molecules rather than organisms.

Science will soon accept an age-old maxim that life exists in everything, the proposition of Hylozoism.* The inability of such materialistic thinking to come up with suitable evidence of the source of life out of spontaneous regeneration as yet is put down to the surmise that conditions don't prevail on the earth at this time as they did when life was spontaneously produced billions of years ago. Current scientific thinking is that life (never defined by the most accomplished of scientists) arose from non-living matter under the conditions prevailing on the early Earth and that it is from such origins that all life on Earth as it is at the moment has descended.

The Hylozoistic Theory. 

* Hylo derives from the Greek word for matter, and zoism means life. The theory that everything lives — from the tiniest atom to the greatest galaxy.

Even today, this theory, which is pantheism taken to its logical conclusion, is anathema to the biologist, and even our more earnest students of the esoteric sometimes boggle at it. Madame Blavatsky's proposition came at a time when science was only just beginning to reject the concept that the basic elements were made up of tiny balls of their respective substances ... a concept which dated back 500 years B.C. to Democritus. The possibility that atoms could contain life or, worse, some degree of sentiency or consciousness, seemed absurd then and the position hardly changed for another twenty-five centuries. That atoms can be alive may still seem to the scientist a very foolish speculation, but there are signs that a new thinking along these lines may be taking place. The advent of the electron microscope and the influx of enlightened men, like Nobel Prize winner John Howard Northrop, are throwing new light on the subject, Northrop says: "Today the division between organic and inorganic chemistry has completely disappeared and the mechanism of a great many of the chemical reactions which occur in living matter are now thoroughly understood." The barriers are creaking. Lying between the realm of the cell or of bacteria and that of atoms and molecules, lies the enigmatical virus. Outside of a tissue cell, in which it has to 'live', the virus turns out to be nothing more than a crystal! The tobacco virus is a typical example. Within the cells of tobacco plants it is able to multiply and grow; it shows many of the accepted characteristics of life: "Certain proteins, in fact, provide the best possible evidence for the close relationship between chemistry and life. For among the proteins are viruses, those strange and tiny objects which sometimes act as though they were alive, and which at other times are pure chemical substances, as inert in a bottle as so much sugar or salt." Speaking of some other proteins, known as enzymes, Northrop has this to say: "Two of the enzymes, pepsin and trypsin, possess the extraordinary property of causing their own formation. These enzymes are not present as such, in the body tissues. Instead, there is present, a peculiar protein which has no effect on any reaction ... if this inert protein is dissolved under certain conditions and a trace of either pepsin or trypsin added, all the inert protein present changes to pepsin or trypsin. These enzymes can therefore reproduce themselves, a property which has frequently been considered a distinguishing characteristic of living things. Thus, the criterion of reproduction, which has been used to distinguish the quick from the dead, has failed and the problem of defining a living thing, always a difficult one, has become even more difficult. It begins to look as though this difficulty is inherent in the subject, and may be due to the fact that there exists no fundamental distinction between living things and inanimate things."
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