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			Dedication

			
		
    2 Kings 6:2. Let us go, we pray thee, to Jordan, and take from thence to every man a beam, and let us make us a place there, where we may dwell. And he answered, Go. And one said, Be content, I pray thee, and I will go to thee with thy servants. And he answered, I will go.


His presence would be an encouragement to them; His holy conversation would make their work more pleasant, they would also feel as if they were more at work for God when they had the presence and patronage of God's servant. He, on the other hand, was quite ready to go. God's ministers, if they are what they should be are quite ready to help in any kind of work. We find Paul the apostle gathering sticks to make a fire, and we find Elisha going with his dear friends into the forest when they would cut wood to make a house. We sometimes regret that spiritual work should have to come in contact with common things, and yet it does. Young prophets should have a house, and when we gather a congregation we should build them a meeting house. In this country, we cannot meet every day in the open air, and we often regret this, but I believe, God means to be a discipline to His church. If the church cannot come into contact with common life without its spirituality being endangered, so much the worse for its spirituality. It must be of flimsy stuff if it cannot bear the wear and tear of common life.








— Charles Spurgeon

      

    



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Introduction to the Books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles
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The books 1 and 2 Samuel; 1 and 2 Kings; and 1 and 2 Chronicles show a great deal of interest regarding the work. The main focus is on the work of the king, including political, military, economic and religious aspects. Ruling, in the form of "exercising dominion," is one of the original tasks God gave man (Genesis 1:28), and the question of leadership or government comes up in Samuel 1 and 2, Kings 1 and 2, and 1 and 2 Chronicles. How will the Israelites be governed, by whom, and for what purpose? When organizations have good governance, people prosper. When there is no good governance, everyone suffers.

In these books, we do not only see kings in action. First, the king's work affects the work of many others, such as soldiers, builders, craftsmen, and priests, and the books of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles take into account how the king's work affects these other people. Second, the kings themselves had to deal with other tasks besides government, including paternity testing, which was a particularly interesting topic. Finally, as a history of Israel, these books are of interest to the people as a whole, and in many cases this means talking about those whose jobs have nothing to do with the monarchy.

Following the examples in the book, we will focus specifically on the leadership and governmental tasks of the King of Israel, while exploring many other types of workers. They include soldiers, commanders, judges and civic leaders (commonly called "elders"), fathers, priests, farmers, cooks and bakers, perfumers, vineyard managers, musicians, artists, inventors, domestic businesses, and diplomats (both formal and informal), Protestants or activists, political advisors, craftsmen, architects, overseers, stonemasons, masons, metalworkers, carpenters, gunmakers, well managers, oil merchants, healers, slaves, messengers, lumberjacks, and accountants. Prophets and priests are also included, but in order to focus the Theology of Work project on non-religious work, we will limit their role to non-religious work. As we shall see, they play an important role in political, military and economic affairs.

Almost all types of jobs today are found in Samuel, Kings and Chronicles, or can find a practical application to them. In general, we discover how good governance and leadership apply to our jobs, rather than looking for instructions on how to do our particular job, unless governance or leadership is our job.
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The Historical Context of the Books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles
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The focus of these books is on the work of the king as Israel became a monarchy. The story begins with the twelve tribes of Israel chronically violating God's established rules, moral principles, goals and leadership virtues for them, which can be found in the books from Genesis to Deuteronomy. After almost 200 years of deteriorating rule by various "judges" (temporary leaders), Israel was in ruins. The books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles record God's intervention in the government of Israel as its people went from a weak tribal confederacy to a promising monarchy, which led to failure when successive kings abandoned God and his teachings. Unfortunately, the story ends with the destruction of the nation of Israel, which was never restored in biblical times.
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