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      This book is dedicated to all the wonderful magazine, podcast, and ezine publishers providing opportunities for writers worldwide.
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        If you enjoy this short story list, you can find monthly updates of open paying calls that are free to submit to at

        https://angeliquemfawns.substack.com/
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        “A short story is a different thing altogether – a short story is like a quick kiss in the dark from a stranger.”

        STEPHEN KING

      

      

      

      

      

      You’ve written your short story. Now where do you send it? This guide contains the very best markets in the speculative fiction realm. None of them charge reading fees. All of them pay their writers.

      There are so many potential homes, the choices are staggering. The Guide of all Guides lists the TOP paying markets for speculative fiction, basically ordered with the highest-paying, most established magazines first.

      Some markets pay a generous amount for the first 1,000 words then cap the total spent. Others might pay lucratively, but are so recently founded,  they lack a track record or recognizable name for your credit list. Those are listed further into the book.

      
        
          	
        How quickly do you want to hear back about your story?
      

      	
        Would you like helpful hints from the editor?
      

      	
        Which venue is the right place for your work?
      

      

      

      The Guide of all Guides can help you figure out where to send that quirky tale about a vampire, your dystopian science fiction saga, or your slipstream comedy. Some places go through their slush pile in record time and send back a “yay” or “nay” almost immediately. Others can hold stories for up to a year. My favorite editors sometimes send helpful hints along with their rejections.

      I’ve been penning my own tales since May, 2018 and over 80 of them found homes with magazines, podcasts or anthologies.

      It was not an easy journey.

      I’ve collected more than 3000 rejections while submitting. The first time I printed this book, it was at 500. Think about that – 3000 rejections. But I’m still here, and so are you!

      Some took my submission, charged me to read it, and then sent me a form rejection. Others held my work for more than two years and I still haven’t heard anything. I have not included markets that make you “pay to play” or suck your story into the slush pile abyss for eternity.

      This guide is what I needed when I began. It will give you:

      

      
        
          	
        all the basics you need to submit
      

      	
        introduce the market with a bit of history
      

      	
        tell you what the editors are looking for
      

      	
        show you the typical rejection letter
      

      

      

      

      I’m not positioning myself as an expert or guru here, preaching to new writers, and holding my accomplishments up to be admired. Rather, we are in this together, exploring the fun and frustrating world of short story publishing. I’ll be frank and honest. I made $500 US in 2019 from my short stories. In 2023, I made just over $1000. Short stories are not the path to riches, but they are my favorite way to consume fiction. And create it.

      The publishing world is a fluid one, especially for the short story market. Old established markets close their doors, like Orson Scott Card’s Intergalactic Medicine Show in June, 2019; and new ezines and podcasts launch all the time. This is why I create a new edition almost every year!

      This guide is not meant to showcase them ALL. (That would be impossible) But it does give a good comprehensive list of markets actively and honestly soliciting stories.

      Note: the ordering in this book is in no way meant to reflect on the importance or value of each publisher.

      If you find out something in this guide has changed, please drop me a line at:

      

      
        
          	
        angeliquefawns@icloud.com
      

      	
        https://www.facebook.com/amfawns
      

      

      

      

      Hopefully, my journey can help yours.
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            THE RECKONING

          

        

      

    

    
      Speculative Fiction
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        * * *

      

      Editor: C.G. Aubrey

      Pay: 15 cents per word for fiction

      Word range: 0 - 15,000

      Simultaneous submissions? Yes

      Reprints? Query first

      eBook and Print - Based out of US
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        * * *

      

      Reckoning Magazine is a nonprofit annual journal that focuses on environmental justice. They define environmental justice as:
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        The notion that the people (and other living things) saddled with the consequences of humanity’s poor environmental choices and the imperative to remedy those choices are not the ones responsible for them.”

      

      

      The guidelines specify:

      
        
        ‘Reckoning’ is an imperfect means of navigation by which one determines where they’re going using only where they’ve been. It can also mean a settling of scores: justice. Here at Reckoning, we acknowledge that the determination of justice is as difficult as enacting it, but that we must continue to strive towards it, even—maybe even especially—in all our imperfections.

      

        

      
        Environmental justice is a social and political movement centered around changing the fact that the people most often affected by environmental policy and practice are not the people creating and enacting those policies and practices.
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        The fiction we publish is mostly, but not exclusively, speculative. We appreciate surreal, literary, and experimental pieces as well as strong plotting, but prefer writing that doesn’t lean too far into pulp.

      

      

      

      I’ve received 12 rejections from this market. Something quite wonderful about this market is the personalized rejections I’ve received for some of my stories.

      
        
        “Thank you very much for submitting, but I'm sorry to say I can't accept "Where the Flowers Grow" for Reckoning. The dystopia here felt a bit "on the nose" to me; I was more interested in seeing what was outside the wall, and then was disappointed when I didn't get to.”

      

      

      I met the publisher, Micheal J. DeLuca, at a “Meet the Editors” Zoom, and he is very passionate and dedicated to this magazine.
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        * * *

      

      Submit here:

      https://reckoning.press/submit/
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            CLARKESWORLD

          

        

      

    

    
      Fantasy & Science Fiction
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        * * *

      

      Publisher/Editor: Neil Clarke

      Pay: 14 cents per word

      Word range: 1,000 - 22,000

      Simultaneous submissions? No

      Reprints? No

      Ezine, Print & Podcast- Based out of US
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        * * *

      

      Clarkesworld is an award-winning science fiction and fantasy magazine. It had been around for 20 years! A SFWA-qualifying market, it was first published in 2006 and is one of the top places speculative fiction writers want to see their work. It comes out monthly and contains interviews, stories, and articles. This is the juggernaut in the spec world. In my writing groups, if an author has been published here, it is as if they have arrived. They accept stories from all over the world and say translations are welcome. They also have a podcast, which features a story from the current issue.

      NO horror, but yes to dark fantasy.

      The submission guidelines state:

      
        
        Science fiction need not be “hard” SF, but rigor is appreciated. Fantasy can be folkloric, contemporary, surreal, etc.

        The list below are likely hard sells:

      

      

      
        
        •	zombies or zombie-wannabes

        •	sexy vampires, wanton werewolves, wicked witches, or demonic children

        •	stories about rapists, murderers, child abusers, or cannibals

        •	stories where the climax is dependent on the spilling of intestines

        •	stories in which a milquetoast civilian government is depicted as the sole obstacle to either catching some depraved criminal or to an uncomplicated military victory

        •	stories where the Republicans, or Democrats, or Libertarians, or . . . (insert any political party or religion here) take over the world and either save or ruin it

        •	stories in which the words “thou” or “thine” appear

        •	talking cats or swords

        •	stories where FTL travel or time travel is as easy as it is on television shows or movies

        •	stories about young kids playing in some field and discovering ANYTHING. (a body, an alien craft, Excalibur, ANYTHING).

        •	stories about the stuff we all read in Scientific American three months ago

        •	stories about your RPG character’s adventures

        •	“funny” stories that depend on, or even include, puns

        •	stories where the protagonist is either widely despised or widely admired simply because he or she is just so smart and/or strange

        •	stories originally intended for someone’s upcoming theme anthology or issue (everyone is sending those out, wait a while)

        •	your trunk stories

        •	stories that try to include all of the above

      

      

      

      The submission window is normally open, and I’ve found they have a fast turnaround, usually within a week or so. I’m at 50 rejections from this market.
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        * * *

      

      Submit here:

      http://clarkesworldmagazine.com/submissions/
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SIL OPEN FONT LICENSE Version 1.1 - 26 February 2007
-----------------------------------------------------------

PREAMBLE
The goals of the Open Font License (OFL) are to stimulate worldwide
development of collaborative font projects, to support the font creation
efforts of academic and linguistic communities, and to provide a free and
open framework in which fonts may be shared and improved in partnership
with others.

The OFL allows the licensed fonts to be used, studied, modified and
redistributed freely as long as they are not sold by themselves. The
fonts, including any derivative works, can be bundled, embedded, 
redistributed and/or sold with any software provided that any reserved
names are not used by derivative works. The fonts and derivatives,
however, cannot be released under any other type of license. The
requirement for fonts to remain under this license does not apply
to any document created using the fonts or their derivatives.

DEFINITIONS
"Font Software" refers to the set of files released by the Copyright
Holder(s) under this license and clearly marked as such. This may
include source files, build scripts and documentation.

"Reserved Font Name" refers to any names specified as such after the
copyright statement(s).

"Original Version" refers to the collection of Font Software components as
distributed by the Copyright Holder(s).

"Modified Version" refers to any derivative made by adding to, deleting,
or substituting -- in part or in whole -- any of the components of the
Original Version, by changing formats or by porting the Font Software to a
new environment.

"Author" refers to any designer, engineer, programmer, technical
writer or other person who contributed to the Font Software.

PERMISSION & CONDITIONS
Permission is hereby granted, free of charge, to any person obtaining
a copy of the Font Software, to use, study, copy, merge, embed, modify,
redistribute, and sell modified and unmodified copies of the Font
Software, subject to the following conditions:

1) Neither the Font Software nor any of its individual components,
in Original or Modified Versions, may be sold by itself.

2) Original or Modified Versions of the Font Software may be bundled,
redistributed and/or sold with any software, provided that each copy
contains the above copyright notice and this license. These can be
included either as stand-alone text files, human-readable headers or
in the appropriate machine-readable metadata fields within text or
binary files as long as those fields can be easily viewed by the user.

3) No Modified Version of the Font Software may use the Reserved Font
Name(s) unless explicit written permission is granted by the corresponding
Copyright Holder. This restriction only applies to the primary font name as
presented to the users.

4) The name(s) of the Copyright Holder(s) or the Author(s) of the Font
Software shall not be used to promote, endorse or advertise any
Modified Version, except to acknowledge the contribution(s) of the
Copyright Holder(s) and the Author(s) or with their explicit written
permission.

5) The Font Software, modified or unmodified, in part or in whole,
must be distributed entirely under this license, and must not be
distributed under any other license. The requirement for fonts to
remain under this license does not apply to any document created
using the Font Software.

TERMINATION
This license becomes null and void if any of the above conditions are
not met.

DISCLAIMER
THE FONT SOFTWARE IS PROVIDED "AS IS", WITHOUT WARRANTY OF ANY KIND,
EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO ANY WARRANTIES OF
MERCHANTABILITY, FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE AND NONINFRINGEMENT
OF COPYRIGHT, PATENT, TRADEMARK, OR OTHER RIGHT. IN NO EVENT SHALL THE
COPYRIGHT HOLDER BE LIABLE FOR ANY CLAIM, DAMAGES OR OTHER LIABILITY,
INCLUDING ANY GENERAL, SPECIAL, INDIRECT, INCIDENTAL, OR CONSEQUENTIAL
DAMAGES, WHETHER IN AN ACTION OF CONTRACT, TORT OR OTHERWISE, ARISING
FROM, OUT OF THE USE OR INABILITY TO USE THE FONT SOFTWARE OR FROM
OTHER DEALINGS IN THE FONT SOFTWARE.
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