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​ I AM


​ Before we can
begin with who we are, we must know who God is. This is the
foundation for why we were created. Like all things God created, we
are to bring Him glory. He delights in us and takes pleasure in us
as His creation.

Many people struggle with that truth and
question why God would choose them, value them, or want to have a
relationship with them. The truth is that God loves us and no
matter what we do. Those who have put their faith in Christ will
never fall out of His grace. We cannot do anything to make God love
us more, or ever do anything to make God love us less. We are His,
and He not only created us, but when we (mankind) sinned against
God, He purchased us back into a relationship with Him through His
own blood sacrifice.

So, who is God?

If we look at Exodus 3:1-11, we will see an
exchange between God and Moses that leads to this very question.
Moses had fled from Egypt and was living in the wilderness when he
encountered God. God told Moses to go to back to Egypt, tell
Pharaoh to free the Israelites, and lead them into the promised
land.

The next words out of Moses’ mouth were, “Who
am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of
Egypt?” Moses did not see the same value in himself as God saw in
him. He lacked the confidence and belief that his life had a
greater purpose. God then responds with reassurance telling Moses
that He will be with him.

Many of us, like Moses, doubt ourselves and
sometimes fall prey to the lie that we can’t do the task at hand,
don’t measure up, or are incompetent. God’s response to Moses was
perfect; it was the truth that he (man) must put faith in God and
have confidence that He has already gone ahead of him, of all of
us, and prepared the way. It is the truth that God has great plans
and a purpose for us if we will be obedient to follow and trust
that He will give us the strength, confidence, and power to
complete the task.

This is not because God can’t do it Himself,
but rather God gets glory when we know it is because of Him that we
are able to do great things.

Who is God? Well, if we keep reading in
Exodus 3:12-15, Moses asks that same question.

And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be
the sign to you that it is I who have sent you: When you have
brought the people out of Egypt, you will worship God on this
mountain.”

Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites
and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and
they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ Then what shall I tell them?”

God said to Moses, “I am who I am. This is what you
are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” God also
said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The Lord, the God of your
fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of
Jacob—has sent me to you.’

“This is my name forever, the name you shall call
me from generation to generation.”

God’s response is a loaded answer. “I am
who I am.” Such a short sentence, but what power, authority,
confidence, and depth is packed into it. “I am” is a
personal identification, no different than if someone asks you who
you are. You may say; I am a girl, I am a man, I am a human
being, I am an American, or any other form of
self-identification. God is bringing awareness to Moses. He is
revealing who He is.

Another thing God said was, “Tell them the
Lord, the God of your fathers …” This is important because God is
stating his authority as Lord and as God. There are many “gods”
that have been created by people and cultures over the span of
time, but there is only one God of this universe, because it is God
who created and rules over the universe, including all that
inhabits it. He is called Lord because He has all power, authority,
and influence.

Man did not name God. God is who He is
because of who He is. God didn’t inherit the title from someone
else or create it Himself; it is exactly who He is. We can
call a cat a dog, but it doesn’t make it a dog. God is God, not
because He chose to be, worked to be, or changed Himself to be. He
is God because that is who He is. Once we recognize and acknowledge
that, then we can start the journey of who we are.

God is holy, completely void of sin, and
perfect. He is more than the things He does or the title we give;
just as a person is more than a parent, spouse, sibling, teacher,
lawyer, doctor, or friend. He is a triune God, which means He is
three persons within one being, not three separate gods. We say
“persons” because He has attributes of personhood which are
displayed through each Father, Son, and Spirit.

There are passages of scripture where one
person is called “God” or “the Lord” and it is distinguished from
another person who is also said to be God. We can read about this
in Psalm 45:6-7, where the Psalmist says,

“Your throne, O God, will last forever and ever …
You love righteousness and hate wickedness; therefore God, your
God, has set you above your companions by anointing you with the
oil of joy.”

The psalmist recognizes that there is one
God, and in this verse, we can see he is also recognizing two
separate persons as God.

We find in the New Testament that this
passage is referring to Jesus Christ as Hebrews 8:1 says,

“Now the main point of what we are saying is
this: We do have such a high priest, who sat down at the right hand
of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,”

We also see that there is one God with
separate persons by looking at Psalm 110:1 where David says,

“The Lord says to my Lord: ‘Sit at my right hand
until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet.’”

God the Father is telling God the Son to sit
at His right hand. No one but God is equal to God.

We see the third person of God from the very
beginning when the Old Testament refers to the “angel of the Lord”
or a “messenger” of the Lord. This angel is a distinct being;
however, at various points the angel is also referred to as God or
the Lord. Isaiah 63:10 also mentions this third person of God when
God’s people rebelled and God said it “grieved his Holy Spirit.”
The fact that the Holy Spirit grieved suggests an emotional
characteristic of a distinct person.

In the New Testament, we see even more
confirmations of God’s divine Trinity. When Jesus was baptized,
Matthew 3:16-27 says,

“As soon as Jesus was baptized, He went up out of
the water. At that moment heaven was opened, and He saw the Spirit
of God descending like a dove and alighting on Him. And a voice
from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love; with Him I am well
pleased.’”

Within this passage we not only see the
recognition of three distinct beings, we also see how each take
part in activities and have roles or functions. God the Son is
being baptized and God the Holy Spirit enlightens him, while God
the Father speaks his pleasure, approval, and love towards him.

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 says,

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same
Spirit distributes them. There are different kinds of service, but
the same Lord. There are different kinds of working, but in all of
them and in everyone it is the same God at work.”

Ephesians 4:4-6 says,

“There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called to one hope when you were called; one Lord, one faith,
one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and through
all and in all.”

In the New Testament “God” typically refers
to the Father and “Lord” refers to the Son. Over and over again we
see in scripture the plurality of persons that make our one
God.

More than a word can describe

There is no simple word or description to
define God. Even our English vocabulary is limited in its
terminology. For example, did you know that in our English
vocabulary there is only one word for love, but in Hebrew and Greek
there are different words to describe different types of love? We
love sunny days just as we love our best friend or chocolate. We
may feel an emotional connection to one over another, but the
terminology is still the same and does not reflect the varying
depth of that love.

The Old Testament uses Hebrew words such as,
“ahab,” which is like a covenantal love, expressing desire and
strong emotional attachment. Another word is “Ahabah” which
describes God’s love for His people even when they do not obey Him
and choose to do wrong. “Habab” expresses God’s cherishing of His
people. It is a tender and protective love. “Hashaq” is God’s
attachment of love towards us. He longs for us, yearning for us to
be connected and in a relationship with Him. “Hesed” describes
God’s character of love in that He is faithful, merciful, patient,
gives loving kindness, and offers redemption. Even though someone
doesn’t deserve that kindness, it is given anyways.

The Hebrew language of the Old Testament is
not the only one that has multiple words and meanings for a term.
The Greek language, which is found in the New Testament, also has
different words for different degrees of devotion and love.

There are six Greek words for love. In the
New Testament, we see the Greek word “Agape” which is like a
parental type of love. It is a selfless love from which we get our
word “charity.” Agape is not just for family, but a regard for all
people.

“Eros” is another Greek word for love which
is the type of love between two lovers. It is a passionate and
physical type of love. It is also a dangerous love where one is
irrational and loses control.

“Philia” is a friendship love. It is where
Philadelphia, or ‘city of brotherly

love,’ gets its name. It is one of
comradeship, where brother in arms would fight and die side by
side. It is about loyalty and sacrifice. “Ludus” means to be
playful. It is to laugh, dance, joke, play, flirt, and have
friendly bantering.

“Pragma” is the type of love that is
developed between seasoned married couples. It is long withstanding
and is about making an effort to give love rather than just
receiving it. The final type of love the Greeks identified is
“Philautia” which is a love of the self. This can be a negative
narcissistic type of love in which one is obsessed with his/her own
personhood, or it can be a healthy love in which one is so secure
and confident with him/herself that he has plenty of love to
give.

All these words and meanings make up our one
word: “love.” It’s no wonder so much meaning is lost when we are
limited on words to describe something that is much more. So, how
does this fit into who God is?

We need to realize that the very phrase God
used to call Himself, “I am,” has much more meaning than what one
may perceive. Just as the word “love” has such depth and richness
beyond the term itself, there are also character traits of God that
are evident and go deeper in understanding. As we read scripture we
learn more about God’s character, which reveals more about who God
is. As we pursue a relationship with God, we experience more of who
God is and see more of his character.

Another reason for bringing up the varying
definitions of love is because God is love. 1 John 4:7-8 says,

“Dear friends, let us love one another, for love
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love.”

If it were not for God’s love, we would be
condemned to eternity in hell.

“But because of his great love for us, God, who
is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead
in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved.”

Ephesians 2:4-5

We are to represent the love of God in each
of our relationships. It may be the playful or brotherly love
amongst friends, the passionate and committed love to a spouse, the
secure and confident love in ourselves, or the forgiving and
gracious love to someone who has wounded us.

My favorite passage in scripture is in
Proverbs 27:19. It says,

“As water reflects a face, so a man’s heart
reflects the man.”

I like this verse because of its truth that
character, integrity, and intentions flow out of the heart and are
evident in how we act, behave, or respond to people in the world
around us. The more we read, hear about, and experience God’s
character, the more we know about who He is and the more we can
trust and rely on Him because He is faithful, righteous, pure and
He knows us better than we know ourselves. Galatians 5:22-23
says,

“The fruit of the spirit is joy, love, peace,
forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control.”

God not only is each of these, He has also
given each of us possession of these characteristics and we have a
responsibility to extend them to others as we interact with each
other.

Made in His image

The book of Genesis is where we must first
look to find out how and why we were created. This is important
because all creation has a purpose, and that purpose helps define
who we are. Genesis is where we find the beginning of our existence
and where we are appointed certain tasks and responsibilities.

This is also the origin of our relational
dynamics that affect positively and negatively our interactions
with each other, especially regarding the opposite sex.

“Then God said, ‘Let us make mankind in our
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the
sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild
animals, and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.’”

Genesis 1:26

The first thing to notice here are the words
“us” and “our.” God as the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit
made mankind, together, each being actively involved and each
creating man with His own attributes.

The second thing to notice is that we were
made. If we look earlier in the chapter where God created light,
water, sky, and land, they were all spoken into existence. With
mankind, God didn’t just speak him into existence, God took an
active role and “made” him.

This action verb indicates that God put
thought, effort, creativity, and time into forming, molding, and
designing man just the way He wanted. God just didn’t create man at
random or with odd features, God was intentional in how He created.
God took dust on the ground, something we view as dirty, not good,
or something to discard, and made something wonderful.

This can be a reminder that no matter what
things we have done, or how mucky our lives have become, God can
turn our lives into something good.

God also took a rib from the man and made
woman. We will discuss this more later, but it is important to
again note how God intentionally created mankind out of something
that we can easily overlook as having meaning and value.

The third thing to notice in this passage is
that man was created for a purpose. God gave mankind roles and
responsibilities, and we are held accountable for these tasks.

“Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of
the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and
the man became a living being.”

Genesis 2:7

God not only formed man, God also gave life
to man. He didn’t speak life into man; God again took action and
breathed His own life into man, giving man his first heartbeat.

When someone is not breathing, we give what
is called rescue breaths. Our mouth covers the person’s mouth and
our breath fills his/her lungs providing the oxygen needed to
sustain vital organs. How cool is it to know that God gave man his
very first breath from His own breath? God is our life supply and
through Him we not only have life, but because of Jesus we have
eternal life.

“So God created mankind in his own image, in the
image of God he created them; male and female he created
them.”

Genesis 1:27

It is important to look at how we were
made—in the image of God, in his likeness. God created the animals
and mankind; however, unlike the animals, God made us in his image.
When sin came into the picture, mankind’s image was distorted as
man’s moral purity was compromised. Through Jesus we see our human
likeness to God as it was intended to be. We can find joy in the
fact that we are predestined to be conformed to the image of Jesus
and even though the full measure of our image, as was originally
designed, has been distorted by the sin of man; we are still like
God, represent God, and will one day be restored to our original
and full design.

We, like our Creator, have spiritual aspects.
We have a physical body that, due to sin, will fade away. However,
we also have a spirit which, like God, is eternal. God created us
with a spirit so that we can relate to Him and spend eternity with
Him.

God also created angels and other heavenly
creatures as spiritual beings; however, we are the only creation He
made that has a physical and spiritual body.

In addition to being spiritually in God’s
image, we are also intellectually made in His image. Angels and
humans are the only moral and highly-intelligent creatures God
created. Unlike animals, we have the ability to reason, think, and
learn. It is true that there are intelligent animals, intelligence
being ranked within the animal kingdom category; however, when
compared to a human, they are vastly limited. An animal may solve a
puzzle, run a maze, or learn to sign to communicate, but you will
never have a deep philosophical conversation with an animal or
discuss the meaning of life, dreams, or technological advances. We
are truly created different and with a higher purpose.

We each possess attributes of God. These
attributes and character or personality traits of God are evident
throughout scripture. Compassion, care, humility, love, and
kindness, as well as strength, discipline, will, and wisdom are a
few of those character traits. There are communicable and
incommunicable attributes of God. This means that there are
attributes that are specific to God alone (incommunicable) such as
His omniscience, power, transcendence, or self-existence. And there
are those attributes he shares with us (communicable) such as His
goodness, wisdom, or holiness.

This is not an exhaustive list, and we should
note that there is not an absolute line between the two categories.
Holiness is to be without sin or blame and unlike us, God is
inherently holy. However, because of Jesus and the Spirit of God
dwelling in us, we are to strive for holiness and set ourselves
apart. In Leviticus 19:2, God tells his people to,

“Be holy because I, the Lord your God, am
holy.”

In our life stages, we can relate to these
different attributes of God and how our identity is found in the
root of God as our Creator. Some of these attributes align
perfectly within roles, responsibilities, or giftings that we are
given. When you get married, you gain a deeper understanding of
your relationship with Jesus as our bridegroom. When you become a
parent, you gain a deeper insight into your relationship with God
as the Father. When you go through hurts and pains of this broken
world, you gain a deeper awareness of the Spirit in how He comforts
and guides.

To glorify Him

Now that we know the image in whom God
created us, the question of “why?” still remains. God did not need
to create man; however, He chose to create man and in doing so, it
brought Him glory. Ephesians 1:11-12 says,
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