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The Shanghai Puppet Master

Neville Roy Singham, The People's Forum, and “Outrage” for Pay

By Alex Reed
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"In the age of the professional protestor, true passion is optional, but a Venmo payment is mandatory."



Introduction: Unveiling the Network

Beneath the bright banners of American progressivism, a shadow stretches from the skyscrapers of Manhattan to the guarded compounds of Shanghai. At its center stands Neville Roy Singham, an American-born billionaire who built a fortune in the heart of capitalism, only to abandon it for a new allegiance in the embrace of the Chinese Communist Party. From his base in China, he directs rivers of dark money into the veins of U.S. activism, with The People's Forum in New York serving as one of his most prized vessels: a tax-exempt nonprofit that cloaks itself in the language of justice while allegedly pumping Beijing's propaganda into the streets of America.

Leaked emails, congressional subpoenas, IRS filings, and dogged investigative reporting have begun to illuminate what was long hidden. Singham has funneled hundreds of millions of dollars worldwide, tens of millions directly into The People's Forum, through labyrinthine donor-advised funds and anonymous charitable vehicles that obscure the true source of the wealth. What emerges is not the portrait of a generous idealist, but of a calculated operator whose largesse aligns eerily with the strategic interests of the CCP: narratives that vilify the United States, downplay China's atrocities, and amplify division at home.

The network's fingerprints appear on some of the most explosive unrest in recent years. From paid agitators coordinating anti-Israel encampments on elite campuses to orchestrated riots targeting immigration enforcement, the same funding streams resurface again and again. Protesters who claim to speak for the voiceless are, in some cases, handsomely compensated, drawing salaries, per diems, and expense reimbursements from entities ultimately traceable to Singham's empire. Meanwhile, events hosted at The People's Forum echo Beijing's talking points with uncanny precision, from defending Uyghur policies to framing American power as the root of global evil.

As 2026 dawns, scrutiny has intensified. House committees have issued sweeping demands for financial records. Senators from both parties have called for Justice Department investigations into possible violations of the Foreign Agents Registration Act. Threats to revoke tax-exempt status hang in the air, and whispers of asset freezes grow louder. Yet the machine continues to operate, shielded by layers of charitable anonymity and a chorus of defenders who dismiss every probe as McCarthyite hysteria.

What lies ahead in these pages is a descent into the mechanics of this influence operation: how a billionaire's fortune, ideological fervor, and foreign patronage converge to exploit America's open society against itself. The evidence is drawn from public records, sworn testimony, and admissions buried in the organizations' own materials. The defenses, claims of political persecution, assertions of pure intent, will be laid bare alongside the accusations. But the pattern that emerges is unmistakable: a sophisticated, well-funded effort to corrode trust, incite turmoil, and advance the interests of a hostile power under the guise of revolutionary solidarity.

This is not a conspiracy whispered in the dark. It is a network operating in plain sight, protected by the very freedoms it seeks to undermine.



Chapter 1: The Making of a Mogul – Neville Roy Singham's Early Life and Business Empire

Neville Roy Singham came into the world on May 13, 1954, at a time when America was still patting itself on the back for winning the war and building the biggest economy the planet had ever seen. Details about his early years are thin, almost deliberately so. What little surfaces paints a picture of a quiet, unremarkable childhood somewhere in the United States, no dramatic poverty, no silver-spoon privilege, just the ordinary backdrop of postwar suburbs and Cold War classrooms. The kind of start that doesn’t usually produce revolutionaries, let alone billionaires who end up living in Shanghai and bankrolling movements that want to tear the system down.

He landed at Howard University in the 1970s, studying economics at one of the country’s most storied Black institutions. Washington, D.C., was still raw from the riots after Martin Luther King’s assassination, and the campus hummed with debates about race, power, and empire. Singham soaked it in. Friends from that era remember him as sharp, intense, already drawn to the sharper edges of leftist thought. He wasn’t leading marches or handing out manifestos on the quad, at least not that anyone recalls, but the ideas stuck. Marxism, anti-imperialism, the whole critique of American capitalism: it wasn’t just coursework for him. It was personal.

After graduation he drifted into the burgeoning world of software consulting. By the late 1980s he was ready to strike out on his own. In 1988 he started a small outfit in Chicago that would officially become ThoughtWorks in 1993. The company’s pitch was simple: build custom software better and faster than anyone else, using new methods that let teams adapt on the fly. Corporations ate it up. Banks, retailers, airlines, they all needed digital overhauls, and ThoughtWorks delivered. Offices opened in London, Bangalore, Sydney. Employees swelled into the thousands. Singham pushed a progressive image from the start: flat hierarchies, diversity initiatives, talk of social responsibility. To outsiders it looked noble. To insiders it sometimes felt like cover.

The money rolled in. By the mid-2010s ThoughtWorks was pulling in hundreds of millions in annual revenue, with a valuation pushing close to a billion dollars. Singham sat at the top of it all, the classic American success story: immigrant roots (his father was Sri Lankan), elite education, tech vision, massive exit looming. Except the story was already cracking at the edges. While he was cashing corporate checks, he was quietly moving in radical circles, funding small leftist projects, attending conferences where speakers railed against the very markets that were making him rich. The contradiction didn’t seem to bother him. If anything, it fueled him.

Then came 2017. Singham sold ThoughtWorks to Apax Partners, a private-equity giant based in London, for $785 million in cash. The deal took the company private, out of the public eye, and handed Singham a fortune large enough to do whatever he wanted for the rest of his life. Apax had deep investments across global markets, including stakes tied to Chinese interests, a detail that barely registered at the time but looks different now. Almost immediately after the sale, Singham packed up and moved to Shanghai. He married Jodie Evans, the longtime activist and co-founder of Code Pink, and settled into a new life far from the Chicago headquarters he’d built.

Looking back, the sale feels less like a retirement and more like a launch. All those years grinding in the belly of corporate America hadn’t dulled his politics, they’d bankrolled them. The same hands that signed multimillion-dollar contracts with Fortune 500 companies were now free to write checks to causes that despised those companies. ThoughtWorks had even opened delivery centers in China years earlier, giving Singham contacts, office space, and relationships in a country whose government would soon become the silent partner in his next act.

The man who spent decades perfecting the art of making capitalism more efficient had walked away with enough money to spend the rest of his days trying to prove it was rotten. The irony is almost too neat. He’d played the game better than most, cashed out at the top, and then turned his winnings against the board itself. What looked like a classic rags-to-riches arc was, in truth, the opening move in something much larger, and far less innocent.



Chapter 2: Ties to the Chinese Communist Party

The year 2017 wasn't just a relocation for Neville Roy Singham, it was a calculated disappearance into the heart of a regime that thrives on control and secrecy. After cashing out his ThoughtWorks empire for $785 million, he vanished from the American scene and reemerged in Shanghai, a metropolis where the Party's influence seeps into every corner, every deal, every conversation. There, he married Jodie Evans, the outspoken co-founder of Code Pink, a group that had built its name on anti-war protests but whose voice grew suspiciously muted on China's human rights abuses after the union. Evans, once a thorn in the side of U.S. foreign policy, began steering her activism toward causes that dovetailed neatly with Beijing's worldview, downplaying the regime's aggressions while amplifying critiques of American power. Singham didn't arrive as a tourist; he embedded himself in networks laced with CCP affiliations, transforming his newfound wealth into a weapon for influence that extended far beyond personal ideology.

Even as he styled himself a Marxist renegade, Singham clung to remnants of his corporate past in ways that betrayed deeper entanglements. Chinese government records, as recent as June 17, 2025, still listed him as a corporate officer for ThoughtWorks' Beijing subsidiary, years after the supposed sale that should have severed those ties. ThoughtWorks had sunk roots in China as early as 2005, and Singham's consulting work for Huawei, a telecom giant blacklisted by Washington for its regime connections, from 2001 to 2008 only deepened the suspicions. These weren't loose ends; they were lifelines, keeping him plugged into a system where business and propaganda often wore the same mask. His Shanghai office shared space with the Maku Group, a propaganda operation dedicated to exporting China's "success stories" to the developing world. Singham funneled nearly $1.8 million into Maku, bankrolling content that glorified Beijing's policies, polished videos and articles aimed at audiences in Africa, Latin America, and beyond, all designed to recast the CCP as a global savior rather than an authoritarian force.

The entanglements didn't stop at shared addresses. By 2019, Singham had co-founded a consulting firm with direct partners from the CCP's propaganda department, including a media company in Guizhou province that specialized in touting the regime's anti-poverty campaigns as unassailable triumphs. He appeared at a CCP-organized workshop in July 2023, mingling with officials to strategize on amplifying China's narrative worldwide. State-run outlets like Xinhua and the People's Daily didn't just notice his efforts, they boosted them, retweeting content from his network over a hundred times between 2020 and 2023 alone. This wasn't coincidence; it was coordination, a subtle nod from the regime to a useful ally. But the accusations cut deeper, painting Singham as a launderer of CCP messages through outlets that posed as independent. Entities like India's NewsClick, U.S.-based BreakThrough News, and a web of similar platforms received his funds, then dutifully disseminated stories that softened Beijing's edges, framing U.S. sanctions as bullying, Hong Kong's crackdown as necessary stability, and Taiwan's independence as a Western provocation.

Particularly damning were the defenses of policies that drew international outrage. Through groups like Code Pink, which received substantial backing from Singham's coffers, the narrative on Xinjiang's Uyghur detention camps shifted from condemnation to dismissal. Over $65 million flowed to nonprofits that echoed Beijing's line: no genocide, merely "vocational training" to combat extremism. Code Pink, under Evans' influence, toured Xinjiang in orchestrated visits, returning with reports that whitewashed the reality of mass internment and forced labor, all while ignoring U.N. findings of crimes against humanity. This wasn't naive advocacy; it was a deliberate erosion of truth, funded by a man whose Shanghai exile placed him squarely in the regime's orbit.

In India, the scheme took on an even more aggressive form. Singham allegedly conspired with local communist figures, routing over $5 million through a tangle of U.S.-based shells like Worldwide Media Holdings, the Justice and Education Fund, and GSPAN LLC, plus Brazilian intermediaries, straight into outlets like People's Dispatch and NewsClick. The intent, according to India's Enforcement Directorate, was to incite unrest, pumping out pro-China takes on the COVID-19 origins, territorial disputes with India, and internal policies that painted Beijing as blameless. Raids on NewsClick in October 2023 uncovered devices and documents tying the operation to Singham, leading to arrests of editor Prabir Purkayastha and HR head Amit Chakravarty under anti-terror laws. The ED summoned Singham multiple times in 2023, accusing him of money laundering to propagate CCP views, with Delhi Police even seeking U.S. assistance via Letters Rogatory to trace transactions from his fronts.

The leaks sealed the case against him. A cache of emails, seized during the Indian probes, exposed Singham's direct hand: messages to Purkayastha and Vijay Prashad of the Tricontinental Institute, urging alignment with Beijing's pandemic narrative and broader agendas. "Pursue the China line," one directive read, as if dictating lines in a scripted drama where "independent" media were puppets on strings. These weren't isolated slips; they revealed a pattern, with Singham coordinating content to counter Western criticism, all while his network exploited charitable loopholes to obscure the funds' origins.

As 2025 unfolded, the scrutiny snowballed. In April, Senator Chuck Grassley pressed the DOJ and FBI on Code Pink and The People's Forum's ties to Singham, demanding investigations into potential Foreign Agents Registration Act (FARA) violations. By June, the House Oversight Committee subpoenaed Singham himself, linking his funding to violent riots in Los Angeles against immigration enforcement, with FBI Director Kash Patel confirming probes into the money trail. September brought intensified heat: Representatives James Comer and Anna Paulina Luna ramped up their inquiry into CCP-linked cash fueling U.S. unrest, while Ways and Means Chairman Jason Smith exposed The People's Forum as a likely propaganda arm hiding behind tax-exempt status. Senators Marco Rubio and Lindsey Graham urged Attorney General Merrick Garland to probe FARA breaches, citing Singham's network as a conduit for Beijing's influence. A July 2025 report from George Washington University's Program on Extremism detailed how Singham's web backed pro-Palestinian activism with anti-U.S. and anti-Israel slants, intersecting with groups like the Palestinian Youth Movement.
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