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ZamaShort is a StoryTime Imprint.

“Abdulrahim is a writer of rare imaginative force. In ‘Gold-Plated Boy’, he unites technology, ambition, envy, oppression, and human frailty into a tale as dazzling as it is unsettling. His storytelling is original. He reminds us that the most astonishing machinery is still the human imagination, and in his hands, it is limitless.” — Nana Sule, author of Not So Terrible People.
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​INTRODUCTION
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If this is your first, welcome to the ZamaShort series!

If not, welcome back!

What is ZamaShort?

From the publisher StoryTime that brought you the StoryTime Magazine, African Roar anthology series, and AfroSF anthology series, ZamaShort is a new imprint focused on the amazing powerhouse that is the short story. We give each single short story its own publication so that it may have its own spotlight. To be read and savoured as a stand-alone publication.

ZamaShort is decidedly genre agnostic. We are keen to publish all fiction stories that resonate with us no matter the genre, be it contemporary, satire, science fiction, africanfuturism, fantasy, etc.

ZamaShort will only publish original fiction that has never before been published.

ZamaShort works in equal partnership with each author.

All ZamaShort selections for editing and publication are made from submissions. We also have a strict no-genAI policy and accompanying blacklist.

ZamaShort publishes one story a month.

As per the StoryTime mandate initialised in 2007, with the ZamaShort imprint we will continue to champion and add to the ever-growing canon of African literature excellence and diversity.

With all that said, welcome again, we hope that you will enjoy this short story and all the ones in the series!
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Hussani Abdulrahim is a Nigerian writer. He has a degree in Pure Chemistry from Usmanu Danfodiyo University, Sokoto. Hussani’s short story ‘Arewa Boys’, which won the Toyin Falola Prize (2022), was shortlisted for the 2024 ALCS Tom-Gallon Trust Award. He won the 2023 Writivism Short Story Prize, Ibua Journal’s 2023 Bold Call, and the 2016 Green Author Prize. He has been longlisted for the Commonwealth Short Story Prize, Afritondo Prize, Boston Review’s Aura Estrada Short Fiction Contest, and the BWR Summer Fiction Contest. He was a participant in the Flame Tree Writers’ Workshop co-facilitated by award-winning writers Abubakar Adam Ibrahim and Chika Unigwe in 2024. He also participated in the 2025 Kokonut Head Media Virtual Residency Programme. Hussani’s work has appeared in Boston Review, Wilted Pages, Ubwali Literary Magazine, Tasteful: A Literary Cannibal Anthology, Brave New Weird Anthology (Tenebrous Press), Brittle Paper, Evergreen Review, Solarpunk, Ibua Journal, The Flametree Project, and Afritondo Prize anthologies. He lives in Kano, Nigeria, and is working on both a novel and a short story collection.
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The Magic of Titles
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I can’t remember exactly why I wrote ‘Gold-Plated Boy’ or how the flesh of the story came to me, but one thing I recall vividly is that the title was the first thing I jotted down, before all other aspects of the story fell into place.

When I was informed that I would be required to write this note, I began to wonder how one writes about a creative work they have written, or about the creative process itself. This is why I find this task somewhat demanding, because I pride myself on being a storyteller—nothing more. Everything that comes out of me is a result of a basic desire to tell a good story. In this regard, I’d say I am a lot like Cyprian Ekwensi.

But let’s stick to the script.

In writing this, I had to return to where the title of my story originated. I knew it came from a short story written by someone else, but I couldn’t remember who wrote it, as I had never actually read the story, even though the title fascinated me. I searched using the keywords “Coin-Operated Boy”, and Google only gave me details about a song and an animated short film I didn’t even know existed. What I was looking for, however, I eventually found on X. It clicked that this was where I had first come across the title ‘Coin-Operated Boy’, a short story written by Aia Järvinen and published in Issue 014 of Dark Matter Magazine.
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