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    To Mom, Teri Melancon -

thanks for raising me on sci fi movies and for helping me write a story that actually scared you
Paul
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[image: ]t is the first day of summer and a nice breeze blows through the trees of suburban Atlanta, Georgia. A state flag rattles a flagpole and the wind whips it back and forth. As the last glimmers of the sun dim, the crickets begin to chirp. The wind dies down and a full moon begins to rise. The leaves on the trees and the flag, both at the entrance of a beautiful upper-class neigh- borhood, are now completely still. The streetlights turn on automatically as people begin to arrive home from work. Pulling into her driveway, Alisha Taylor parks her SUV in the garage that’s attached to her gorgeous home. She is a classy business woman in her mid-thir- ties. As other people are getting home, a wasp lands on top of a street lamp. It sits very still for a moment and then takes off flying to the house next door to Alisha’s.

Some wasps are building a hive on the neighbor’s porch as more join in to help.

Now inside and dressed comfortably, Alisha is jam- ming out to modern music while cooking grilled cheese sandwiches for herself and her teenage son, Gerard. In his bedroom, Gerard is drawing a pretty girl. In the
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drawing, the girl is leaning against a big tree in a park and smiling. Alisha calls him from the kitchen. “Gerard! Dinner is almost ready!” Gerard hollers back, “Okay, Mom! Just give me a minute! I’m almost done!” While she’s still cooking, a wolf spider slides down a web and slowly drops to the counter. It lands right between their two plates, with one sandwich already cooked. Alisha turns off the burner and carries the second sandwich to the plate. She freezes when she sees that the large spider is about to crawl onto the grilled cheese sandwich. “Oh no you don’t,” Alisha says as she puts the hot pan back on the burner. She gets a paper towel to grab it and put it outside. She stops mid track, noticing that the light seems to be changing. Turning slowly, she looks at a shadow forming over the kitchen bay window. There is a creeping blackness moving upward, slowly closing out the light. Squinting her eyes, she looks closer. To her shock and horror, there are hundreds of wolf spi- ders crawling up the window. Petrified, Alisha is now shaking but frozen with fear. Gerard is almost done with his drawing when he hears his mom’s scream. He jumps up and darts out of his room to check on her. Alisha is already out of the kitchen with her car keys and cell phone in her hands. Gerard sees the window
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