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The Doing of Good Deeds is Important 

As a free person, you can choose to live your life as a good person or as a bad person. To be a good person, do good deeds. To be a bad person, do bad deeds. If you do good deeds, you will become good. If you do bad deeds, you will become bad. To become the person you want to be, act as if you already are that kind of person. Each of us chooses what kind of person we will become. To become a good person, do the things a good person does. To become a bad person, do the things a bad person does. The opportunity to take action to become the kind of person you want to be is yours.

​“I Will Go with You Into the Grave”

In a medieval Christian mystery play, a man asks who will go with him into the grave when he dies and give him support at the Day of Judgment. Time after time, he hears the answer, “I won’t go with you into the grave.” His wife won’t go with him into the grave, his children won’t go with him into the grave, his priest won’t go with him into the grave, his friends won’t go with him into the grave — even his wealth won’t go with him into the grave. Finally, the man’s good deeds say, “I will go with you into the grave,” and the man and his good deeds knock at the door of death, together. Your good deeds will plead for you on the Day of Judgment.

​“Do Small Kindnesses for People”

Amy Alkon, aka “The Advice Goddess,” does good deeds, and she used to write an advice column for alternative newspapers. She advises, “Do small kindnesses for people.” For example, she buys and reads a newspaper every day. When she is finished reading it, she will look around wherever she is — often, she is in a café — and often see somebody who is looking for a newspaper. She will then ask, “Sir, would you like my newspaper?” She points out, “You’ve noticed a stranger, you’ve solved their problem, you’ve gone out of your way to do it, and they’re gonna feel very good about that, and I think people will tend to pass on good deeds, do other good deeds, if you do good deeds for them.” She adds that “it does make a difference.”

“Dear”

One of the things that Kurt Vonnegut, Jr., believes firmly is this: “God d*mn it, you’ve got to be kind.” One of the things that cheers him up is buying a morning cup of coffee in New York City, which he describes as mad for money. He says, “You can go into a little café and the waitress calls you ‘dear’ even though she knows the bill will be a small expenditure and the tip tiny. So she is responding to you as a person and feels happy and wants to communicate.”

Show the Haters that They are Wrong

Robert DeMott and Dave Smith became friends in the early 1970s. They had a number of things in common that facilitated their friendship: They were or would become editors, scholars, teachers, and writers, plus both had been told as undergraduates by professors that they “were not smart enough or able enough to amount to much in the ‘real’ world” — predictions that they ignored. Mr. DeMott became a noted John Steinbeck scholar, and Mr. Smith became a noted poet.

“The Touchstone For What Good Deeds Became In My Life”

Donna Delfino Dugay of Harper Woods, Michigan, grew up in California, where her family had a picnic at the beach when she was 11 years old. Her mother fixed each of the children a plate of fried chicken and potato salad, and then, Donna says, “When I looked up from my plate, my mother was fixing one more plate .... She turned away from us and walked over maybe 20 or 30 feet to where there was a man by himself. And he was picking his way through the trashcan. And my mother — I don’t know whether she just put the plate there or whether she touched him gently or whether she said a few words — but I remember him turning to her in a gesture of thankfulness.” Years later, when Donna asked her mother about this good deed, her mother claimed not to remember it; however, Donna says, “But for me, I remember it very well because for me, it was the touchstone for what good deeds became in my life.”
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​Preface
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The purpose of this book is educational. I have read, studied and taught William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV, and I wish to pass on what I have learned to other people who are interested in studying William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV. In particular, I think that the readers of this short introduction to William Shakespeare’s 1 Henry IV will be bright high school seniors and college first-year students, as well as intelligent adults who simply wish to study 1 Henry IV despite not being literature majors.

This book uses a question-and-answer format. This book goes through the play scene by scene. I recommend that you read the relevant section of 1 Henry IV, then read my comments, and then go back and re-read the relevant section of 1 Henry IV. However, do what works for you.

Teachers may find this book useful as a discussion guide for the play. Teachers can have students read a section of the play, and then teachers can ask students selected questions from this study guide. Teachers can also use the discussion questions as the topics for short reaction memos. See Appendix N.

This discussion guide uses a few quotations from other sources; this is consistent with fair use:


§ 107. Limitations on exclusive rights: Fair use 

Release date: 2004-04-30

Notwithstanding the provisions of sections 106 and 106A, the fair use of a copyrighted work, including such use by reproduction in copies or phonorecords or by any other means specified by that section, for purposes such as criticism, comment, news reporting, teaching (including multiple copies for classroom use), scholarship, or research, is not an infringement of copyright. In determining whether the use made of a work in any particular case is a fair use the factors to be considered shall include — 

(1) the purpose and character of the use, including whether such use is of a commercial nature or is for nonprofit educational purposes; 

(2) the nature of the copyrighted work; 

(3) the amount and substantiality of the portion used in relation to the copyrighted work as a whole; and 

(4) the effect of the use upon the potential market for or value of the copyrighted work. 

The fact that a work is unpublished shall not itself bar a finding of fair use if such finding is made upon consideration of all the above factors.

Source of Fair Use information:

http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/107



Very Important Note: The page numbers refer to the Signet Classic edition of I Henry IV. However, the text is that of an online edition of I Henry IV available at <http://shakespeare.mit.edu/1henryiv/full.html>. This means that mostly minor variations in the text will occur. The short quotations (quotations not in block format) are from the Signet Classic edition. The long quotations (quotations in block format) are from the online edition. Also, I am not using the MLA format, although you may require your students to use it.
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​Introduction to 1 Henry IV

[image: ]




The Title of the Play

• You may write the title of the play in either of two ways:


1 Henry IV

Henry IV, Part One



Both are correct.

King Henry IV

• King Henry IV ruled England from 1399 to 1413.

• King Henry IV usurped the kingship from the weak King Richard II, whom he ordered to be murdered. King Henry IV then had to defend himself from people who wished to dethrone him and take the crown. (In the play, King Henry IV leaves it ambiguous whether he had King Richard II murdered.)

• The Percys supported Henry Bolingbroke (as King Henry IV was then known) in his usurpation of the crown, but then they decided that King Henry IV was not rewarding them enough for their part in making him King. In Henry IV, Part 1, the Percys, led by Hotspur, rebel against King Henry IV.

• These four history plays by Shakespeare are related:


Richard II

Henry Bolingbroke usurps the crown from King Richard II and becomes King Henry IV.

Henry IV, Part 1

King Henry IV must deal with two major problems: 1) the rebellion of the Percys and others, and 2) his son Hal, who hangs out with lowlifes such as Falstaff and who appears to be a prodigal son.

Henry IV, Part 2

King Henry IV has succeeded in putting down the rebellion by the Percys, but conflict and unrest continue. Late in the play, King Henry IV dies, and Prince Hal becomes Henry V.

Henry V

Prince Hal, as King Henry V, becomes a great leader and a great King.



• The comic character Falstaff was so popular that Shakespeare wrote a comic play featuring him as the main character. The play is titled The Merry Wives of Windsor. In it, Falstaff tries to get a girlfriend — a married girlfriend — and he sends the same love letter to two wives.

Sources

• Shakespeare used the 1587 edition of Raphael Holinshed’s massive work The Chronicles of England, Scotland and Ireland (first published in 1577), as he did for many of his plays concerning English history.

• Another source was an anonymous play called The Famous Victories of King Henry V, which contained stories of Prince Hal’s wild youth.

Changes from the Sources

• In real life, Hotspur was two or three years older than King Henry IV; however, Shakespeare makes him the same age as Prince Hal. He does this to make the audience focus on comparing the two characters.

King Henry IV defeated Henry “Hotspur” Percy at the Battle of Shrewsbury on July 21, 1403.

King Henry IV: born April 1366 or 1367 (age 37 or 36 at time of battle)


Britannica has April(?) 1366

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Henry-IV-king-of-England

Wikipedia has April 1367

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_IV_of_England 

BBC has April 1367

https://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/henry_iv_king.shtml#:~:text=Henry%20IV%20(1367%20%2D%201413)&text=Henry%20was%20born%20in%20Lancashire,mother%20descended%20from%20Henry%20III. 



Hotspur: born May 20, 1364 (age 39 at time of battle)

Prince Hal: born 16 September 1386 (16 years old at time of battle)

• Read Shakespeare’s plays as drama, not as history, because he changes many historical facts to serve dramatic purposes. 

• In real life, no one knows who killed Hotspur in the battle.

Titles

• Henry IV, Part 1 is often referred to as 1 Henry IV.

• Henry IV, Part 2 is often referred to as 2 Henry IV.

Setting (Time)

• The play is set in the years 1402–1403, two centuries before Shakespeare’s time. 

Two Plots

• The main plot involves the rebellion against King Henry IV.

• The subplot is comic: Prince Hal’s adventures with the fat rogue, Sir John Falstaff, and with other drinking buddies.
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​Chapter 1: Act 1
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Act 1, Scene 1

Why is King Henry IV under so much stress?

The first words King Henry IV speaks are these (p. 3):


So shaken as we are, so wan with care,



Why is he shaken and wan with care?

To answer that, the audience needs to know past history: 


1) This scene introduces us to King Henry IV, who is weary and worn out because of the stresses of defending his crown and his kingdom. King Henry IV is weary in part because he is a usurper. He took the crown from King Richard II and made himself King with the help of the Percys. He feels guilty because he unjustly took the crown. He would love to go on a Crusade to assuage his guilt over his usurpation of the crown.

2) To be an usurper, Henry Bolingbroke (King Henry IV) had to fight a civil war. Civil war is probably the worst of all wars because brother is fighting brother. (Think of the USAmerican Civil War.)

3) Currently, England is under attack on two borders. The Welsh and the Scots are both attacking England.



Being a King can be a full-time job. It can also be a very stressful job. 

On pp. 3-4, we read:


KING HENRY IV 

So shaken as we are, so wan with care,

Find we a time for frighted peace to pant,

And breathe short-winded accents of new broils

To be commenced in strands afar remote.

No more the thirsty entrance of this soil

Shall daub her lips with her own children’s blood;

Nor more shall trenching war channel her fields,

Nor bruise her flowerets with the armed hoofs

Of hostile paces: those opposed eyes,

Which, like the meteors of a troubled heaven,

All of one nature, of one substance bred,

Did lately meet in the intestine shock

And furious close of civil butchery

Shall now, in mutual well-beseeming ranks,

March all one way and be no more opposed

Against acquaintance, kindred and allies:

The edge of war, like an ill-sheathed knife,

No more shall cut his master. Therefore, friends,

As far as to the sepulchre of Christ,

Whose soldier now, under whose blessed cross

We are impressed and engaged to fight,

Forthwith a power of English shall we levy;

Whose arms were moulded in their mothers’ womb

To chase these pagans in those holy fields

Over whose acres walk’d those blessed feet

Which fourteen hundred years ago were nail’d

For our advantage on the bitter cross.

But this our purpose now is twelve month old,

And bootless ’tis to tell you we will go:

Therefore we meet not now. Then let me hear

Of you, my gentle cousin Westmoreland,

What yesternight our council did decree

In forwarding this dear expedience.



Act 1, Scene 1

What is a Crusade?

This is how the Free Dictionary defines “Crusade”:


Any of the military expeditions undertaken by European Christians in the 11th, 12th, and 13th centuries to recover the Holy Land from the Muslims.

Source: 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/crusade

Date Downloaded: 9 September 2013



Act 1, Scene 1

Why would King Henry IV want to go on a Crusade to Jerusalem?

Here are a few possible reasons:


1. It can be a way to assuage a guilty conscience. If King Henry IV feels guilty about taking the throne from King Richard II and about King Richard II’s murder, going on a holy Crusade for God can be a way to assuage a guilty conscience.

2. It can be a way to stop fighting at home in England. Recently, a civil war has been fought in England. If everyone joins together in a holy Crusade, all the warriors will “march all one way” (1.1.15), instead of marching against each other. King Henry IV wants to unite his people (especially the nobles) in a single cause.

3. It can be a way to divert the attention of citizens from problems at home. Sometimes, USAmerican Presidents are accused of starting military actions to divert attention away from an ailing economy.



Act 1, Scene 1

Currently, England is under attack on two borders. The Welsh and the Scots are both attacking England. How fares England in responding to these attacks?

The news on one front is good; the news on the other front is bad.

The Welsh

• The Welsh have defeated the English.

• Mortimer led an English army against the Welsh general Glendower, but Glendower defeated them.

• The Welsh army captured Mortimer.

• The Welsh army killed 1,000 English soldiers.

• The Welsh women mutilated the bodies of the fallen English soldiers. Shakespeare’s source, Holinshed’s Chronicles, suggests that they were castrated.

• Because of this bad news, King Henry IV says that he cannot now go on a Crusade to the Holy Land.

The Scots

• On this front the news is better for King Henry IV.

• Westmoreland brings news that a messenger gave him, but the news is that the outcome of the battle is still uncertain.

• King Henry IV has heard more recent news. Sir Walter Blunt has received this news: Hotspur, aka Harry Percy, has defeated the Scots and taken many prisoners.

• Hotspur has defeated Archibald, Earl of Douglas, a Scottish general.

• Among Hotspur’s prisoners are Mordake, Earl of Fife and eldest son to Douglas, and several other important prisoners.

Summary

• King Henry IV discusses the political situation with Westmoreland and others. Mortimer had led an army against the Welsh rebel Owen Glendower and has lost 1,000 soldiers. The wild Welsh woman have mutilated their bodies — which may mean castration after the soldiers had died. Obviously, the news is bad on this front. Because of this bad news, King Henry IV must cancel his planned Crusade.

• Westmoreland tells King Henry IV that Henry Percy, known as Hotspur, has been fighting the Scots. He says that the outcome of the battle is uncertain. However, Sir Walter Blunt has more recent news: Hotspur has triumphed over the Scots.

Act 1, Scene 1

What does King Henry IV think about his son, Prince Hal, and about Hotspur?

King Henry IV talks about Hotspur and his own son, Prince Hal. Hotspur is a brave soldier who has just won an important battle. Prince Hal, on the other hand, seems to be a wastrel who spends all his time hanging out in taverns with lowlifes. 

Hotspur at this time appears to be a better candidate for a national leader (Prince now, then King later) than Prince Hal. Of course, he was born into the wrong family (he is a Percy, not a Plantagenet), and King Henry IV wishes that Hotspur were his son. (Henry IV is known as Henry Bolingbroke because he was born at Bolingbroke Castle Henry IV is of the House of Plantagenet. The word “House” means “Family.”)

Henry IV even wishes that fairies had exchanged Hotspur and Prince Hal when they were infants. He strongly prefers to have Hotspur for a son instead of Hotspur. To King Henry IV, his son Prince Hal is a disappointment.

As you may be able to tell, Hotspur and Prince Hal will become rivals in this play.

Shakespeare definitely wants his audience to compare and contrast Prince Hal and Hotspur. In real life, Hotspur was two years older than King Henry IV; however, Shakespeare makes him the same age as Prince Hal. He does this to make the audience focus on comparing the two characters.

On p. 6, we read:


KING HENRY IV 

Yea, there thou makest me sad and makest me sin

In envy that my Lord Northumberland

Should be the father to so blest a son,

A son who is the theme of honour’s tongue;

Amongst a grove, the very straightest plant;

Who is sweet Fortune’s minion and her pride:

Whilst I, by looking on the praise of him,

See riot and dishonour stain the brow

Of my young Harry. O that it could be proved

That some night-tripping fairy had exchanged

In cradle-clothes our children where they lay,

And call’d mine Percy, his Plantagenet!

Then would I have his Harry, and he mine.



Act 1, Scene 1

Why is King Henry IV angry at Hotspur, whom he admires in many ways?

King Henry IV is angry at Hotspur because Hotspur will not deliver to him his prisoners. Henry IV thinks that Hotspur should deliver the prisoners without any arguments. According to Westmoreland, who is loyal to King Henry IV, this is the evil influence of Hotspur’s uncle, Worcester.

King Henry IV orders that the Percys meet with him. He wishes to discuss Hotspur’s refusal to hand over his Scottish prisoners.

King Henry IV is tough, although he faces a lot of trouble. He is having trouble with rebellious Scottish and Welsh lords, the rebellious Percys, and his rebellious son.

On p. 6, we read:


KING HENRY IV

But let him [Prince Hal] from my thoughts. What think you, coz,

Of this young Percy’s pride? the prisoners,

Which he in this adventure hath surprised,

To his own use he keeps; and sends me word,

I shall have none but Mordake Earl of Fife.

WESTMORELAND

This is his uncle’s teaching; this is Worcester,

Malevolent to you in all aspects;

Which makes him prune himself, and bristle up

The crest of youth against your dignity.

KING HENRY IV

But I have sent for him to answer this;

And for this cause awhile we must neglect

Our holy purpose to Jerusalem.

Cousin, on Wednesday next our council we

Will hold at Windsor; so inform the lords:

But come yourself with speed to us again;

For more is to be said and to be done

Than out of anger can be uttered.

WESTMORELAND

I will, my liege.



Hotspur is the victor in the battle, so he is able to keep the common prisoners; however, he is supposed to give the King all prisoners of royal descent.

We have seen that King Henry IV has personal problems: He feels guilt over how he became King, and he is disappointed by the behavior of his son Prince Hal. In addition, he has public problems: Hotspur, who ought to obey him, is defying him. 

Act 1, Scene 2

Write a brief character analysis of Sir John Falstaff, based on this scene. How does he make his living?

• After hearing about Prince Hal in the previous scene, we meet him in this scene. We also meet his companion, Sir John Falstaff. Many directors of the play show Sir John asleep and snoring as this scene opens.

• Falstaff is old, enormously fat, and very alcoholic.

• Falstaff daydreams about life in England when Prince Hal becomes King. For example, will thieves be respectable men? (Falstaff means, Will thieves be able to rob and steal without fear of being hanged?) In his answer, Prince Hal never says anything about not enforcing the law.

• Both King Henry IV and Falstaff may be underestimating Prince Hal.

• Falstaff claims that he would like to repent, but when Prince Hal asks where they should steal somebody’s purse that night, Falstaff is eager to take part in the robbery (and to share in the profits). When Prince Hal criticizes his repentance as being brief, Falstaff jokes that purse-taking is his vocation, and it is “no sin for a man to labour in his vocation” (1.2.108-109).

• Falstaff is witty.

• Falstaff has no morals, except bad morals.

• Falstaff wastes time.

• Falstaff lets Prince Hal pay the bills.

• Falstaff is out for Falstaff.

• Falstaff makes his living by robbing other people. He is a highwayman.

• Falstaff wants Prince Hal to become a thief. He is a misleader of youth. 

• Falstaff wants Prince Hal to become King. He thinks that he will be able to run wild if his friend is King. 

Act 1, Scene 2

Falstaff is perhaps the wittiest of all Shakespeare’s characters, and Prince Hal is nearly as witty as Falstaff. Falstaff is always making jokes and puns, but because language changes over time, some of Falstaff’s jokes and puns are not immediately apparent to a modern reader who is new to Shakespeare. Explain some of the jokes and puns that Falstaff and Prince Hal make in this scene.

• Both Prince Hal and Falstaff are witty characters. They also insult each other, although this is usually done in a friendly way. For example, when Sir John wakes up and asks what time it is, Prince Hal asks why such a drunkard as Falstaff needs to know the time. Note that in this scene, Falstaff is wasting time, something that King Henry IV would never do.

• Falstaff sometimes speaks as if he were a Puritan, someone who is very concerned with morality. Of course, Falstaff rejects morality. When Falstaff pretends to be a Puritan and pretends to reform, Prince Hal asks him where they will go to rob someone tomorrow. Hearing that, Falstaff stops pretending to reform. He is very eager to get money — someone else’s money. When Prince Hal comments that he has given up his reformation very quickly, Falstaff justifies himself (p. 11): 


FALSTAFF 

Why, Hal, ’tis my vocation, Hal; ’tis no sin for a

man to labour in his vocation.



• To answer this question, read the notes in the Signet Classic edition.

• By the way, British professional comedian Ricky Gervais says that he is not a fan of Shakespeare for one reason. Of course, as a professional comedian, he may be joking when he says that he is not a fan of Shakespeare; however, he does have a point when he says why he is not a fan of Shakespeare:


Not anything to do with the structure, his themes — fantastic. The pun. I can’t stand the pun. It just reminds me of a bloke in a beard and a pipe at a party doing puns, you know. It’s things in Shakespeare like, you know, “Oh take their maidenheads”, and you have to look at your Brodie’s Notes to go, OK, cut off their heads and take their virginity, oh brilliant. You can’t explain a joke in retrospect — you don’t laugh if you then have it explained to you.

Source: Ricky Gervais, ‘Art is just something for your eyes to look at.’ The Guardian. 18 February 2009
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