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Dedication
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I believe that Jesus is God manifested in the flesh for by faith in his name and in obedience to his Word, man can restore his condition as a being created in the image and likeness of God.
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...AND SHALL CALL HIS name Jesus is a book based on the life and work of Jesus according to the writings of Luke's gospel.

The Gospel according to Luke offers the western reader a more contextualized perspective of the teaching of Jesus of Nazareth; it is a unique vision, different from the Jewish interpretation of the other gospels that present Jesus more as a regional Messiah than as the one God has sent for reconciliation for all humanity.

Not to be separated from the others, because it was never that purpose, otherwise it could not be considered as a gospel of Jesus.

It is a narrative presented by a non-Jew who knows nothing of Jewish culture, in fact, does not have that background, which discovers in Jesus not the man turned into a god, in the Greek way, but God himself manifested in a man to show men how God is in His nature.

Luke writes not for a public, his writing is a private letter addressed to his friend, Theophilus, who at one time was his traveling companion on the journey through Jerusalem in search of Jesus, of whom they had many references to his works.

Luke presents historical facts of Jesus, not as historical accounts, but as interpretations of a message that His contemporaries could not see or understand about the way back to God. Luke keeps in mind from beginning to end in his writing that the things he writes about are to remember the aspects of faith in which they were taught by those who saw Him from the beginning. 

Luke comes out of a Greek philosophical environment accustomed to the philosophy and mythology of gods, demigods, and destiny; however, in his writing there are no hints or traits of his old way of thinking and acting, so when Luke presents the stories he does so from a perspective of growing faith, as a child who has learned to walk on his own and discovers new spaces he did not know before. Luke rediscovers in the account of the work of Jesus the doctrinal postulate on which the testimony of the Gospel of the Kingdom is based.

That is why Luke's Gospel is important, it offers us a broader vision of faith in Jesus, it is a vision of growth, of true spiritual growth.

Pastor Montoya,
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Introduction How can I open God's Revelation for me?
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Is there Revelation of God for our days? The existence of God's Revelation in our time has been an issue that has polarized the position of many regarding its existence. There are those who do not believe it and renounce the idea that God can Reveal something more than we already know. Others, although they do not deny it, believe that in reality it is an enlightenment that the Spirit provokes from the Scriptures, mainly from the New Testament.

The truth is that God has not ceased to Reveal, His creative nature establishes His Revelatory character and makes even on the Sabbath day man still have the possibility of exposing himself to it. God Reveals and He does it not only through the Scriptures, He does it through all created things, and such truth is manifested in the book of Psalms,


The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament sheweth his handywork. 2Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth knowledge. 3There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not heard. 4Their line is gone out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world. In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun, Psalm 19:1-4



In the introduction to Luke's Gospel, the first three verses of chapter one, the writer presents the mystery of the process of Revelation of the things that God decides to discover to man for his faith formation.

Luke writes to Theophilus, a man of faith and surely an ordained minister to establish Kingdom purposes among the Gentiles; and he says to him:


Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 2Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 3It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 4That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. (1:1-4)



The writer establishes a link between the events that took place and the Revelation of God; and he further establishes that such Revelation of God is contained within those events, which means that behind each event, generally speaking, is contained a Revelation of God for man. This is the fundamental principle of the mystery of the process of Revelation.


...a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us,... That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed....



Of course, not behind any event, but only in those who establish a sign of Grace, of righteousness and of God's judgment towards man; that's why the writer emphasizes the certainty of those things that are most surely believed among us.

This fundamental principle is confirmed through the teachings of the apostle Paul, when speaking about the circumstances by which the fathers of the faith had to face as personal events, the apostle points out that such events are constituted in facts of Revelation for us,


Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 1st. Corinthians 10:11



So, there is a Revealed truth behind every event; however, and here is the second principle of the mystery of the process of Revelation, to discover it is not the task of man but of God.

Returning to the introduction of Luke's Gospel, the writer states that there were many who tried to set forth in order a declaration of those things, letting it be seen in his intention to write about those very things, that his motive is because those people, despite their efforts, failed to set forth in order the real declaration of things.

To try to discover the contained Revelation is not man's task, and it is because Revelation cannot be provoked by man, it reaches man by God's initiative. But is there anything man must do to obtain it? Yes, there is something. The writer of the Gospel establishes what constitutes the third principle of the mystery of the process of Revelation. What man has to do is to expose himself to facts in order to learn from them, not to classify them. The writer of the gospel writes, and says


... It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order,...



The writer of the gospel first tried to understand them for himself, to base on them his spiritual growth and his development of faith, and then wrote them; not as others did, to gather the facts just to tell them.

Again, this principle is confirmed by the teachings of the apostle Paul, when in his epistles to the Corinthians he describes to them that God has things prepared for those who seek Him.


But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 1st. Corinthians 2:9



The writer of Luke's Gospel is aware of this principle, because in his writings he emphasizes God's initiative in favor of man to Reveal to him about His mysteries,

In the same chapter one, in describing God's Revelation about Zechariah, John the Baptist's father, highlights Zechariah's condition of being dumb for six months because of his unbelief in the announcement of the angel Gabriel,


And the angel answering said unto him, I am Gabriel, that stand in the presence of God; and am sent to speak unto thee, and to shew thee these glad tidings. 20And, behold, thou shalt be dumb, and not able to speak, until the day that these things shall be performed, because thou believest not my words, which shall be fulfilled in their season. (1:19-20)



In chapter nine he highlights the condition of spiritual ignorance of the apostles regarding Revelation,


But they understood not this saying, and it was hid from them, that they perceived it not: and they feared to ask him of that saying. (9:45)



In chapter eighteen he again highlights the inability of the apostles to understand God's Revelation,


And they understood none of these things: and this saying was hid from them, neither knew they the things which were spoken. (18:34)



In chapter twenty-four he emphasizes the principle that Revelation is God's initiative,


And their eyes were opened, and they knew him; and he vanished out of their sight. (24:31)



A little later, in the same chapter, he again emphasizes the principle that Revelation is God's initiative,


Then opened he their understanding, that they might understand the scriptures, (24:45)



The principle that Revelation is God's initiative is clear; man cannot provoke it or do anything to force it to be established. What then makes God Reveal to some? Is it God's whimsical decision?

No, it is not God's whimsical decision; as we see in the words of Moses, the intention in God is that all receive Revelation,


And Moses said unto him, Enviest thou for my sake? would God that all the LORD’S people were prophets, and that the LORD would put his spirit upon them! Numbers 11:29



It is God's intention, not just Moses' wish. What should man do then?

Man must expose himself to facts in order to learn from them; that is, to submit to the Lordship of Jesus. Every fact has a purpose. The example is set by the mother of Jesus herself,


But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart. (2:19)

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. (2:51)



The second thing man must do is to love God above all things; this is the key that opens the door of Revelation, the apostle Paul established it in his teachings,


...the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 1st. Corinthians 2:9



This decision, in the Ethiopian eunuch who descended from Jerusalem from worshiping God, was what even moved God to send Philip to open the eunuch's understanding,


Then the Spirit said unto Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this chariot. 30And Philip ran thither to him, and heard him read the prophet Esaias, and said, Understandest thou what thou readest? 31And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him. Acts 8:29-31



So, God wants to Reveal to us His mysteries, and because He has so disposed. Man's initiatives, his religious rites, his executions scrutinizing other books, etc., only hinder the process and alienate the person from the divine initiative. From all this we have to turn to God. God is not in seminaries, congresses, conventions, retreats... He is so close to you and He wants to Reveal Himself to you even if the place where you are is your own home.

Why does He want to reveal His mysteries to us? Just to keep us informed?

The revelation which the Almighty delivers to man is for the purpose that by it he may be able to establish the Kingdom of Heaven on earth in the regions which he inhabits. Revelation does not have the purpose of distinguishing, exalting, whoever receives it above others.

The book of Deuteronomy emphasizes that secret things belong to Jehovah our God: but those things which are revealed are for us and for our children forever, that we may fulfill all the words of this law.​[1]

In the New Testament, in the account of the Sermon on the Mount, when Jesus teaches his disciples how to pray, Jesus sets forth the purpose of the Gospel of the Kingdom: Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven.[2] All the activity of Jesus in His earthly ministry was distinguished for that purpose, constantly in the accounts of the gospels, we read: And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.[3]

However, the same thing does not happen in our time. The kingdom of God has not been established in all our regions, and this is due to the inability of many to walk according to the Revelation that God has given us, to establish through it the Kingdom of Heaven.

Establishing the Kingdom of Heaven does not mean planting new churches, establishing the Kingdom of Heaven is a task that includes the ability of the person to live, act and execute according to the revelation he has received. 

We see this clearly in Jesus' discovery to Peter that it was the Father who revealed to him that Jesus is the Christ. It was the Revelation established through his confession that earned him the authority to bind or loose on earth with the same authority as in heaven.

As we review the pages of the most impressive biblical stories of the men and women who trusted and depended on God, we realize that in all of them their protagonists acted under a Revelation of the Almighty, and it was the establishment of such a Revelation that caused them to impose the Will of God in the region where they acted. The kingdom of God is established by Revelation received.

Abraham, the father of faith, for example, his ability to establish the fear of God in the land of his inheritance consisted in his willingness to act in accordance with the revelation that he who would come out of his own womb would be his heir.​[4] It did not take long after this, when people noticed that Abraham established a different environment from their own.


And it came to pass at that time, that Abimelech and Phichol the chief captain of his host spake unto Abraham, saying, God is with thee in all that thou doest: Genesis 21:22

Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us: in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy dead. Genesis 23:6



and so forth, Jacob, the initiator of the Israelite nation, whose executions caused the terror of God to fall upon the surrounding cities.​[5] Moses, Joshua, who took the land for an inheritance and defeated mighty armies; Gideon, who reborn a time of glory for the apostate nation; Esther, who demonstrates that the people of God prevails even over the most sophisticated strategies of death plotted against them; case after case of people establishing the presence of the Almighty in their place of residence by virtue of implanting the revelation which they have received from the Father.

And like them. Many others of whom we do not have their names,


And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 33Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to fight the armies of the aliens. Hebrews 11:32-34



The Almighty has revealed Himself to you because He has chosen you to be one of His army to establish the Kingdom of Heaven in the region where you live. Are you willing?



The person of integrity is someone who acknowledges his mistakes, his failures, his sins, confronts those who offended, and knows how to ask for forgiveness... and corrects the damage....
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Chapter I Luke's First Treatise to Theophilus and the Purpose of his Writing
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Luke's deliberate intention, the beloved physician,​[6] to put on record that his first treatise was addressed to Theophilus, discovers that his writing has a single purpose, a purpose with dedication to the facts that united Luke and Theophilus in an effort to safeguard for themselves the truth of the things in which they were both taught.


Forasmuch as many have taken in hand to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, 2Even as they delivered them unto us, which from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word; 3It seemed good to me also, having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first, to write unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, 4That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. (1:1-4)



Lucas' first treatise is a private letter, which turns it into written material for specific purposes, purposes which, if they are not known, may deny any other user access to the true message of the treatise. Discovering who Theophilus is and why Luke devotes time and effort to systematically and accurately know and present the history of events and facts about Jesus and faith in his name is the key to understanding the real message that Luke intends to present to his interlocutor.

The first treatise is not a writing parallel to the other Gospels, despite the parity of the accounts between them, because unlike the others it was not written in order to leave testimony of the acts of Jesus, but to validate the truth of the things in which they were both taught, the writer and the recipient, by those who from the beginning were eyewitnesses, and ministers of the word. It is a treatise that pursues a particular aim united to the person for whom it was written, hence the importance of understanding who Theophilus is.

Although the introduction to the treatise slightly outlines two evident purposes, namely, to set forth in order a declaration of those things which are most surely believed among us, (v.1b); and, that thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed, (v.4); nevertheless they are not the true reason that motivates Luke to write two consecutive treatises to the same person, his motivation arises from the common facts that led both of them to know of the faith in Jesus.

Luke and Theophilus went through one or more unique faith experiences together that turned their common friendship into the motives for taking care of both of them and always keeping alive the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed. Friendship became brotherhood, and brotherhood became the jealous guardian of the certainty of the teachings they received upon which their faith in Jesus was built.

Luke and Theophilus are part of the group of "Greeks" who have gone up to Jerusalem to worship at the time of the solemn feast of Pesach, precisely the feast in which Jesus is crucified, according to the account that John presents in his gospel.


And there were certain Greeks among them that came up to worship at the feast: 21The same came therefore to Philip, which was of Bethsaida of Galilee, and desired him, saying, Sir, we would see Jesus. 22Philip cometh and telleth Andrew: and again Andrew and Philip tell Jesus. 23And Jesus answered them, saying, The hour is come, that the Son of man should be glorified. John 12:20-23



It is precisely at the beginning of this feast, the 14th of Abib,​[7] after the supper of the paschal lamb, that Jesus is captured and brought first before Annas, Caiaphas and the Council of the elders of the people and the chief priests and the scribes; And from there, through a whole process of trials before Pilate, the first time,​[8] before Herod,​[9] he returned to Pilate a second time,​[10] before the praetorium to be scourged,​[11] and finally, under pressure from the leaders of the people, before Pilate again to finally determine his crucifixion on the 21st day of Abib.​[12]  A week of commotion of which the group of "Greeks" is witness.

The principle of faith in Luke and Theophilus is not the same as that of any other who came to Jesus, before or after the crucifixion, there was a need for them to first understand the value of the crucifixion, and then who the man in whom they had believed is. This contrary form of evangelization built a stronger foundation than any other man of faith of his time.
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