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Chapter 1

 Generation No. 1

 


The earliest record of the Scheele family,
which connects with this author’s bloodline, is the Scheele family
from the Hanover, Germany region. As seen in this old map below the
Hanover area is nearly due south of Hamburg.
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It was during medieval times that Hanover
was founded on the south bank of the Leine River. At that time in
history the area started to grow in population with fisherman and
ferrymen. The location was at a natural crossroads for merchants
transporting their goods east to west, and over the mountains to
the south. The overland roads used by the many mule trains
transporting their merchandise were rough throughout that region,
and by way of Hanover a gateway was born for transportation routes
using the waterways. As seen below, the waterway from Hanover
proved to be a vital route for transportation to the city of
Bremen, and it also connected merchants to the waterways of the
Rhine, Ruhr, and Saar River valleys. When industrialization began
in Germany, especially from the trade in iron and silver from the
northern Harz Mountains, the city of Hanover became very important
as a transportation center moving cargo throughout the region and
beyond.
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JOHANN AUGUST WILHEIM1 SCHEELE was born
around the year 1800. Although exactly where in Germany he was born
has not been determined to date, it is likely that he came into the
world by way of a midwife and grew up on the family farm. It is
also likely that the family farm was in the Hannover region where
his children were also to be born. Johann was born during a
turbulent period in German history. On July 5th of 1803 Napoleon
demanded a surrender of Hanover, and occupied the area with 30,000
French troops. He seized control of the waterways and trade routes
as part of his French Empire. Consequently this also meant the
disbanding of the long established army of Hanover. Many Hanover
troops quickly immigrated to Great Britain to form the Kings German
Legion that fought against Napoleon, and played an important role
in the Battle of Waterloo later in the year 1815. After this famous
battle the Kingdom of Hanover was again established by the Congress
of Vienna.

 


However, before the year 1815 the Hanover
area was merged with other territories in 1807, which created the
Kingdom of Westphalia. This kingdom was ruled by Napoleon’s Brother
Jerome Bonaparte. Then the Kingdom of Westphalia was overrun by
Russian Cossack troops during October of 1813, and was under
Cossack control for several years. Between the years 1804 to 1815
there were frequent attacks against Napoleon’s French Empire, and
these attacks became known as the Napoleonic Wars.

 


It was during the Six Coalition, which
included a number of German States, that Napoleon was driven out of
Germany and back into French territory. This occurred in 1813, but
not without a price. There were 2.5 million troops that fought in
the campaigns, and of those 2.0 million died. Imagine, if you will,
the amount of dead that went unburied stretching kilometer after
kilometer, mile after mile, across the war torn country side.
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