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Chapter 1 – The Birth of the Second Light
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The night I was born, the heavens burned twice.

In the city of Bethany, where the hills smell of olive trees and the streets whisper with Roman sandals, the people looked up and saw a star split in two — one brilliant flame drifting east toward Bethlehem, the other west toward the Jordan.

The elders called it a sign. The priests argued. The shepherds swore they heard the wind sing.

My mother told me later that when I first cried, the oil lamp in the corner flared so bright it cracked its own glass. My father fell to his knees, not in joy, but in fear.

“Another chosen one,” the midwife whispered. “But for what?”

The world was already heavy with prophecies. The Romans bled the land with taxes, their eagles watching from every gate. The priests in Jerusalem guarded their own power like lions. And somewhere, in a manger a day’s journey away, another child had been born — the one they would one day call the Messiah.
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