
  
  
      
        
          The Artful One

          When Charm Becomes Currency and Trust Runs Out

		      
          P. A. Farrell

        

        
          
          
        

      

    


  
  
Copyright ©2026 by Patricia A. Farrell, Ph.D. All rights reserved. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any form or by any means or stored in a database or retrieval system without the prior written permission of the author, except in the case of brief quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. Making copies of any part of this book for any purpose other than your own personal use is a violation of United States copyright laws. The author does not recognize “fair use” distribution to classes, seminars or any other form of training or information provided to other individuals, institutions or other potential users of this information. For information on rights and permissions requests, address them to Dr. Patricia A. Farrell, Patricia A. Farrell, Ph.D., PO Box 761, Tenafly, NJ 07670. 

This book is sold as is, without warranty of any kind, either express or implied, respecting the contents of this book, including but not limited to implied warranties for the book’s quality, performance, merchantability, or fitness for any particular purpose. Neither the author nor dealers or distributors shall be liable to the purchaser or any other person or entity with respect to any liability, loss, or damage caused or alleged to have been caused directly or indirectly by this book.

Book cover photo: Birmingham Museums Trust on Unsplash.com

The Pocket Companion Series contains:

When Your Mind Won't Stop

After the Loss: Finding Your Way Through Grief

You Are Enough: Rebuilding Your Self-Worth

At the Crossroads: Making Decisions When Nothing Feels Clear

When People Hurt: Navigating Difficult Relationships

When You Feel Stuck: Finding Movement in Hard Times

Books by Patricia A. Farrell, Ph.D.

When You Can't Pour From an Empty Glass: CBT Skills for Exhausted Caregivers

The Little Book on Learning Big Critical Thinking Skills

The Smart Kid's Survival Guide: Making Good Choices in a Confusing World

How to Be Your Own Therapist

It's Not All in Your Head: Anxiety, Depression, Mood Swings and Multiple Sclerosis

Unfiltered: Beneath the noise of our thoughts lies the true narrative of our minds

Unfiltered Again: A behind-the-scenes look at healthcare, medicine and mental health

A Social Security Disability Psychological Claims Handbook: A simple guide to understanding your SSD claim for psychological impairments and unraveling the maze of decision-making 

A Social Security Disability Psychological Claims Guidebook for Children's Benefits

The Disability Accessible US Parks in All 50 States: A Comprehensive Guide

Birding in the US NOW!: A birding guide for individuals with disabilities









  
    
      Contents

    

    
      
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 1: The Slide
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 2: Gone Without a Trace
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 3: Don't Leave Town
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 4: Failed Attempts
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 5: The Confession
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 6: Arrested
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 7: Prison
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 8: Half-way House
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 9: Practice
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        Chapter 10: Music
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        About the Author
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
        
          
      	
      
      
        A Special Request
        
        
            
            
            
            
    
      

    
        
        
      

    

  


  
  
Chapter 1: The Slide




The Denver apartment smelled like it belonged to someone else. The carpet was old, and the radiator heat faded in and out. Back in Chicago, Ralph would have joked about a place like this, maybe while holding cheap wine at a gallery and making someone laugh. Here, though, there was no one to impress. Only unpacked boxes and a window facing a parking lot where the snow turned gray before it even landed. 

He left Chicago three weeks ago, still hearing his lawyer’s promises. It was supposed to be a clean break. Nothing solid came up in discovery. The institute settled quietly, and Ralph got a severance and a reference that made him look capable, not guilty. His friend Dennis, the archaeologist, had already vanished to Guatemala, Peru, or some other place with ruins and no extradition. Dennis was smart. He always knew when to leave.








