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      We know the old saying:

      “Mondays don’t stink. It is what we do on Mondays that stinks.”

      So, why not change what we do on Mondays?

      The same holds true for network marketing.

      “Network marketing isn’t hard. It is how we choose to do network marketing that is hard.”

      So why not make building our business a fun and fantastic experience? Yes, we can build our business within our comfort zones, and enjoy every step along the way.

      What happens when we attempt to contact and sell prospects in ways that make us feel bad? Procrastination. No motivation. Feels like hard work. And we don’t look forward to building our future in network marketing.

      Here is our plan. Don’t build our business with uncomfortable activities. Instead, let’s take the time to search out activities that work for us. There are so many rejection-free methods we can use. Let’s choose the ways that make us smile.

      When we look forward to building our business every day, we will love our network marketing careers.

      Wealth, freedom, and happiness. Let’s learn how.
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      There is the often-told story of the businessman and the fisherman. While there are many variations, it seems that Heinrich Boll wrote the original version. Here is the abbreviated story.

      The story tells of a happy fisherman who lived on a beach and enjoyed fishing in the morning. Then he spent the rest of the day enjoying time with his family and friends.

      A businessman encouraged the fisherman to spend more time fishing, buy a bigger boat, diversify into processing the fish, build a huge company, take the bigger company to New York and sell its stock publicly and make millions of dollars.

      The fisherman asks, “How long will this take?” 

      The businessman replies, “Ten to fifteen years. And then you can take all those millions to … retire near a beach, fish a little, and enjoy time with your family and friends.”

      Ouch.

      HATE OUR JOB?

      Comedian Drew Carey said, “Oh, you hate your job? Why didn’t you say so? There is a support group for that. It’s called EVERYBODY, and they meet at the bar.”

      Sad. True for many. And this is not the life we want.

      Ask ourselves this question, “How many people do we know that hate their jobs? How many people do we know who hate waking up early, leaving their family, and commuting to their hated jobs?”

      If we hate our jobs, we are not alone. There are many, many other people like us who want to sleep in on Mondays, and then do what they want to do with their lives. 

      But this bad job situation won’t change if all we do is “wish” for it.

      Comedian Ellen Goodman said: “Normal is getting dressed in clothes that you buy for work and driving through traffic in a car that you are still paying for–in order to get to the job you need to pay for the clothes and the car, and the house you leave vacant all day so you can afford to live in it.”

      Groan.

      That quote would be depressing if it wasn’t so true. 

      I wonder if one then needs a part-time job to help pay for the alcohol to continue this grind.

      SOMETIMES OUR BEST PLANS DON’T WORK OUT.

      Will an expensive education guarantee wealth?

      A university education is great. It can open doors, qualify us for higher paying careers, and we might create a network of classmates for our future network. 

      Unfortunately, university costs a lot. Some graduates will never get their investment back. They will carry that university debt for the rest of their lives. There are no guarantees in life.

      Worse yet, what if we got a philosophy degree, and then found out the philosophy factories weren’t hiring?

      There is an old joke that goes like this:

      Q. What is the reward for graduating from university with an impractical degree?

      A. Massive debt and 40 years of hard labor.

      One skeptic described getting a university education as, “Paying for school just to get a job … so that the job can pay for school.” 

      Well, it isn’t normally that bad, but student loan payments can feel depressing.

      SO, WHAT DO THESE SHORT STORIES HAVE IN COMMON?

      Dissatisfaction.

      We want to be wealthy. We want to be happy. But, we need a better plan.

      The first step is to know exactly what we want. No one wants to work hard for a goal, and then discover they chose the wrong goal.

      Our journey to wealth and happiness is more fun when we know exactly where we are going.

      Ready?
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      What does wealth mean to us?

      
        	A big monthly income?

        	A fancy car to show off to others?

        	Respect from our peers?

        	All the holidays we can take?

        	A 10-bedroom house in a luxury neighborhood?

        	A bank account with lots of numbers?

        	Connections for front row concert tickets?

      

      Nice things for sure. But wealth? Let’s see.

      WHAT ABOUT MONEY?

      Accumulation of money isn’t wealth. More digits on our bank account statement mean nothing if we don’t have time to celebrate this money. Few people want to work every waking hour of their lives, and then die.

      Imagine having an 8-figure savings account at the bank. But, we live on a small tropical island where everyone barters fish, clothing, and housing. Our bank account is useless. Numbers in our bank account don’t seem to fit the full definition of wealth. But what else could we consider?

      WHAT ABOUT MORE STUFF?

      How about a fancy car or a big house? Collecting more stuff? Is that wealth? We want others to look at what we have and feel jealous. We want to show off our accomplishments. Let’s take some photos of us standing in front of our stuff and post them on social media.

      Well, this could bring a smile to our faces briefly. But then, we have to worry and pay and protect and clean and maintain and … well, so much for us to do to “watch our stuff.” Watching our stuff is not a fun full-time job.

      WHAT ABOUT MORE TIME?

      Billionaires on their deathbed. Will these billionaires trade millions or billions for more time in their lives? Yes!

      Whoa! So, what could be more valuable than money and stuff? Time!

      More money is great. But the biggest benefit of money? Money gives us more quality time. With enough money, we won’t have to sell 40 hours of our time every week to earn a living.

      Imagine what happens with more money. We gift ourselves some “time freedom” that we own. We get the freedom to enjoy and pursue our real passions without a 9-to-5 job interfering with our day.

      
        	Don’t have to wake up to an alarm in the mornings? Yes, there is freedom in that.

        	Don’t have to work overtime and weekends to keep our jobs? Yes, there is freedom in that.

        	Don’t have to take on a part-time job to buy groceries for the family? Yes, there is freedom in that.

      

      More time that we control is closer to true wealth.

      WHAT ABOUT FREEDOM?

      Now we are getting closer to our wealth definition. When we have enough money, and we have some discretionary time that we own, we have the freedom to make choices.

      So many people feel frustrated in life. Why? Because they don’t have the freedom to choose what to do with their time.

      Freedom to choose gives us the feeling of control. We smile because we have the opportunity to design what we do with our waking hours. We can choose to watch television or go on a walk. We can choose to train for a sporting event. We can choose to spend more time with our children.

      We like the feeling of freedom.

      And that brings us to …

      WHAT ABOUT … HAPPINESS?

      A great definition of “wealth” could be … happiness.

      Isn’t that why we collect things? Want goals? Want freedom?

      Yes! Our ultimate goal is to be happy. Happiness = wealth.

      How can we define happiness? How about this definition?

      “WE ENJOY EXACTLY WHAT WE ARE DOING RIGHT NOW, WITH OUR TIME.”

      All the money, all the stuff, all the free time, all the freedom choices point towards one goal: “To be happy at this moment.”

      When we are truly wealthy, we are happy right now. Nothing we could do would feel better than what we experience right now.

      Isn’t that what we want wealth to be?

      This is possible by designing a life we don’t need a vacation from. Instead, let’s make every day a vacation day, doing what we enjoy.

      AND NOW FOR THE GOOD NEWS.

      We don’t have to wait to accumulate a million dollars in our checking account or even quit our job. Instead, we can design our network marketing business and life into activities that we love. That way every moment we can do exactly what makes us happy.

      This isn’t a new idea. Here is a old quote attributed to Confucius:

      “Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a day in your life.”

      Not sure that is exactly what he said, but the advice is great. If we find something we like to do now, and can make it our job, how awesome is that?

      Need an example? Golf.

      Jerry Scribner loves golfing. He also loves talking to people about his network marketing business. Not hard to see how this will work, right?

      On weekdays, when the golf courses are not crowded, Jerry can go to a different golf course daily. Nice. And since he goes alone, the golf course will put him into a foursome with three strangers (prospects). Jerry hacks away at the golf course, enjoys the sport, and has three new “captive” prospects. What do they talk about? Their lives. Their jobs. Their businesses. And most prospects want to know how Jerry can golf every weekday.

      Every day is a good day for Jerry and his business. Happiness.

      ANOTHER GOLF EXAMPLE?

      Hans Parge also loves golf. He says it is a great way for him to meet people while playing 18 holes. For Hans, this gives him time to find out their wants and needs, and if there is an opportunity to be of service. Hans tells us that golfing is a great place to find like-minded people and to build new relationships. While golf doesn’t build character in a person, Hans mentions that golf will quickly reveal a person’s character. We can imagine Hans grabbing his golf clubs in the morning and saying to his wife, “Honey, I am off prospecting. And if needed, I might have to work overtime.”

      But not everything is sunshine and golf all the time.

      This is what happened to Jerry. A back injury and back surgery meant no more golfing for a while. Does that mean Jerry couldn’t build his business in a pleasurable way? No. It only means that Jerry can change to a different activity for prospecting. Might as well pick an activity that he loves.

      Eating.

      Jerry loves eating out. He has his favorite morning restaurant that is busy with salesmen and business people. Great prospects for conversation. Jerry and his wife eat out for lunch and dinner every chance they get. Since Jerry is an outgoing blue personality, he meets and strikes up conversations with fellow diners, the restaurant staff, and anyone nearby.

      But Jerry also loves playing guitar. Twenty-plus years ago, Jerry’s band was nominated for a Grammy. He couldn’t pursue his music then, but now with network marketing, he can reactivate his music passion. Guess what Jerry does on weekends? Jams with other bluegrass musicians. Now Jerry can afford his dream camps and meets other musicians around the country. And yes, his new acquaintances all want to know how Jerry can afford his music passion.

      But we may be thinking, “Well, that is okay for Jerry. He knows what to say. He loves talking to strangers. But … but … what about me? I don’t know how to even start? Everything is uncomfortable for me!”

      Good point. Jerry already found his happiness methods for prospecting.

      The lesson is clear. 

      We need to find our freedom and happiness.

      Life is too short to spend our week working a job that we hate.

      Low motivation and procrastination magically goes away when we love what we do.

      Let’s take a look at one more version, and then we will learn how to make this happen for us.
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