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​This book is dedicated to my father, teacher, and mentor, Dr. Wilson K. Marugaa(1951-2021). A scholar of rare brilliance and a consummate historian, he had an unmatched gift for oral history, bringing the past to life with his vast knowledge and captivating storytelling. Beside him, conversations were never dull—every exchange was a lesson, a journey through time, and a glimpse into the depth of his intellect.

​Though his academic expertise lay in health and natural medicine, his wisdom extended far beyond. He embodied the true spirit of scholarship, blending scientific inquiry with cultural heritage, ensuring that knowledge was not only preserved but lived.

​His legacy is far too vast to be contained within these pages, but his influence is woven into every word.

​

​

​Introduction 

The Democratic Republic of Congo is a nation haunted by its past. Every conflict, every coup, and every foreign intervention has left scars that refuse to heal. The wars of yesterday do not simply fade into history—they echo through time, shaping the present and dictating the future. The brutality of King Leopold II’s reign did not end with his departure; its legacy lived on through colonial exploitation. Independence brought hope, but it was quickly overshadowed by foreign interference, assassinations, and the rise of dictators. The wars that followed—both internal and external—turned Congo into a battleground where global powers, corporate interests, and local warlords continue to fight over wealth and control.

But what does the persistence of war tell us about Congo’s future? Can the cycle be broken, or is the nation doomed to remain a victim of its past? This book seeks to uncover the patterns of history, showing how the echoes of war still dictate Congo’s present and will likely shape its tomorrow.

​



​Chapter 1

​On the Dinner Table

​On the morning of February 10, 1885, European leaders gathered in Berlin to finalize the partition of Africa. The discussions had been ongoing for months, but one matter remained unresolved—the fate of the vast, unclaimed Congo Basin. At the center of the negotiations sat King Leopold II (Leopold Louis Philippe Marie Victor. He was born on April 9, 1835, and ruled Belgium from 1865 to 1909. He is primarily remembered for his personal control over the Congo Free State, where his exploitative policies led to widespread atrocities and human rights abuses) a monarch without a colony but with ambitions larger than his small European kingdom.

​Leopold had spent years preparing for this moment. He knew that direct conquest was impractical for a country as small as Belgium, so he pursued another strategy—deception and diplomacy. In 1876, he founded the International African Association (IAA), presenting it as a humanitarian organization dedicated to abolishing the Arab slave trade and bringing Christianity and civilization to Africa. It was nothing more than a front. By 1879, he had sent Henry Morton Stanley, the British explorer, deep into the Congo to establish a network of treaties with local chiefs. These treaties, written in languages the chiefs did not understand, ceded their land and sovereignty to Leopold in exchange for meaningless promises of trade and protection.

​By the time the Berlin Conference began in late 1884, Leopold had already laid the groundwork for his claim. He skillfully played European nations against each other, exploiting their rivalries. Portugal had claimed the Congo under an old treaty with Spain, but Leopold negotiated with Britain and Germany, convincing them that a neutral power—himself—should take control instead.

​At the conference, Leopold promised that the Congo would remain open to free trade, allowing all European powers access to its resources. This reassurance eased concerns from Britain and France, who feared a Belgian monopoly. He also claimed he would end the Arab slave trade, a talking point that appealed to humanitarian circles in Europe and the United States.

​With these assurances, the European powers recognized the Congo Free State as Leopold’s personal possession. Unlike other colonies, which belonged to their respective nations, the Congo was not under Belgian rule—it belonged solely to the king. On April 22, 1885, Belgium officially recognized Leopold’s ownership, giving him absolute control over a land 80 times the size of Belgium.

​In Central Africa, life continued as it always had. The Luba and Lunda Kingdoms ruled their territories, unaware that their sovereignty had just been erased on paper. Fishermen cast their nets, blacksmiths forged iron, and traders moved goods along the rivers. But the changes were coming.

​Leopold had no interest in governing the Congo. His goal was to extract wealth, and soon, his private agents would arrive, followed by soldiers. The promises made in Berlin would be forgotten. The Congo had been sold—not to a nation, but to one man.



​Chapter 2

​Blood and Strife

​The first European agents began arriving in the Congo before the ink had dried on the Berlin agreements. Leopold wasted no time consolidating his hold on the territory. He established a ruthless administrative system that would soon turn the Congo into a vast forced-labor camp.

​The local populations were unaware of the storm that was about to descend. To them, the European presence had always been limited to traders, missionaries, and the occasional explorer. But these new arrivals were different. They did not come to exchange goods or spread religion—they came to take control.
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