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      Penelope Wicket has lived all of her life in the small, fictional town of Pierson, Colorado near the Nebraska border. Penelope knows how to do things correctly and she does not tolerate incompetence or laziness in others. This intolerance takes a deadly turn and we see here the beginning of Penelope’s criminal career.
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      Penelope Wicket was not angry about being excluded from entering her canned green beans into the canning category of the Pierson town fair. She was one of the three judges after all and it was expected that the panel of judges should be without bias. Well, as much as three judges can be without bias in a town of 300 people.

      This small town of Pierson sits on the Colorado side of the border with Nebraska in Sedgwick County. Cattle ranching, feedlots, corn and soybean fields are the primary ways of making a living in this very white and Protestant town. The ground is flat, and summer storms can be seen coming from miles away. Which is a good thing if a funnel cloud’s hook is making its way down to the grassy plains.

      This time of year, the fields are full of rolls and bales of hay after the grasses had grown tall all of June and July. Assuming drought hasn’t dried it all up. Experts say that the natural aquafer that the town sits over is in danger of being depleted within the next ten or so years. So, everyone tries to not use their irrigation systems more than they really need to.
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