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      Getting a cat or kitten is an exciting time in one’s life. As you may already know or will soon find out, cats are so many things: fun, playful, independent, loving, curious, intelligent, and often very entertaining. Since you got this book about cat care, your pet is lucky to have a caring owner.

      As a cat lover and long-time cat owner, I wrote this book to teach first-time cat owners the need-to-know essentials of caring for a cat. I’ve also included many tips and tricks I’ve learned to keep cats happy and healthy.

      Preparing for Your New Cat

      Before bringing your cat home, you’ll need to have a litter box ready, food and water bowls, food, a cat bed or blanket, and a scratching post. You’ll find a supply list in Chapter 1 and information throughout this book to help you choose the right items for your cat.

      Once you have the basic supplies, it’s time to look around your home for potential hazards to your cat. From toxic plants to electrical cords and more, Chapter 15 covers common dangers and offers tips to create a cat-friendly environment.

      If you have a dog, it’s best to set up a temporary, separate room for your cat to give them time to get settled in their new home before they meet your dog. Chapter 16 provides tips for introducing a cat and dog slowly so they can develop a positive relationship and lifelong friendship.

      Your Cat’s First Days at Home

      Your cat’s first days at home are a special time for you and your cat. To help him or her become acclimated to their new surroundings, give them time to explore at their own pace. Show them where to find their food, water, litter box, toys, and bed. Put a scratching post in an area where they spend the most time. Cats appreciate a calm and peaceful environment during this period.

      Depending on their personality, some cats adapt to new environments quickly, while others are more timid or may hide until they feel safe. Don’t take this personally; it’s a normal, self-protective instinct. If your cat hides, place their food and water bowls in a location they can see and speak calmly to them so they become familiar with your voice. Eventually, your cat will feel comfortable enough to come out of hiding.

      Cats thrive on routine, so keeping a regular meal schedule will be comforting to them. In their first few weeks as part of your family, let your cat set the pace of how much they want to socialize, rest, or play. Your patience will be rewarded as you earn the trust and love of your cat.
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      Here is a list of supplies you’ll need for your new friend. I suggest having the items on the ‘Essentials’ list ready when you bring your cat home.

      Essentials

      
        
          	
        Canned or Dry Cat Food
      

      	
        Food Dish
      

      	
        Water Bowls
      

      	
        Litter Box
      

      	
        Litter
      

      	
        Litter Scoop & Bucket
      

      	
        Bed or Blanket
      

      	
        Scratcher or Scratching Posts
      

      	
        Cat Toys
      

      	
        Cat Carrier
      

      

      

      Care & Cleaning

      
        
          	
        Brush
      

      	
        Cat Nail Scissors
      

      	
        Pet Styptic Powder
      

      	
        Cat Shampoo
      

      	
        Cat Dental Care Kit
      

      	
        Cat First Aid Kit
      

      	
        Enzyme Cleaner for Cat Urine
      

      	
        Towels
      

      

      

      Other

      
        
          	
        Cat Treats
      

      	
        Bag of Pure, Dried Catnip
      

      	
        Organic Cat Grass
      

      	
        Litter Mat
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