
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


NEW ALEXA MANUAL

––––––––

[image: ]


Tutorial to Unlock The True Potential of Your Alexa Devices. The Complete User Guide with Instructions

by George Brown

New Alexa Manual 

Copyright © 2018 by George Brown.

All rights reserved. Printed in the United States of America. No part of this book may be used or reproduced in any manner whatsoever without written permission except in the case of brief quotations em- bodied in critical articles or reviews.

This book is a work of fiction. Names, characters, businesses, organizations, places, events and incidents either are the product of the author’s imagination or are used fictitiously. Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


​Introduction
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This book contains proven steps and strategies on how to master Alexa enabled devices. If you have already bought an Amazon Echo and now wondering how to convert this device into your personal assistant, then this Alexa guide is for you. You can use several different Amazon devices to access Alexa. They are Amazon Echo, Echo Dot, Echo Show, Echo Spot, Echo Plus, and Sonos One and Fire TV interface for media. With so many different features and functions, first-time Alexa users can find it overwhelming to navigate them. This book will take you from the beginner to an Echo expert within a few hours. The guide contains specific step-by-step instructions that are well organized and easy to read. You will set up your Alexa enabled devices and start using all your smart devices and applications effortlessly. 
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​CHAPTER ONE
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Your Personal Assistant

––––––––
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Amazon introduced hands-free technology into the home of the general consumer when it launched its Echo device and the corresponding Alexa voice control system in 2014. Today, Alexa has become the most popular voice-activation software. In 2017 holiday season, Amazon Alexa device sales broke records.  On Christmas day sale, Amazon’s Alexa app occupied the number 1 slot on both the iPhone App Stores and Google Play stores free app charts. 

Alexa uses a smart artificial intelligence program to teach from the commands it’s given by the user. This makes it better and more user-friendly than other devices. With the skills API that lets anyone create their own commands for Alexa, this technology represents a drastic shift in how we as humans interact with machines. 

[image: Image result for Alexa eco with camera]

In 2017, Amazon released two new Alexa-enabled devices to their product line; the Echo Show and the Echo Look. Previous Echos only used listening devices such as speakers and microphones, but these newly introduced products have cameras, meaning Alexa can now see and hear you. 

All of the Alexa-enabled devices are linked to an app that you can either view online (alexa.amazon.com) or download on your phone. In here, you can view the record of all your Alexa commands and you can customize the settings of the device. Amazon Fire tablets work best with Alexa, but it can be accessed on any device. If you are a first time Alexa user then go to Echosim.io - to scope it out with a device. Here you can taste Alexa capabilities and know if the app is the right choice for you. An Echo Dot cost only $30, so, it is not a big investment. The book is designed to introduce you all the ways Alexa can help you to manage your schedule and organize your life. Alexa is a perfect personal assistant for many users. She is always ready to answer your questions and complete your commands.
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New additions – the Look and Show option of the Echo line makes Alexa even more useful. You can use the device as a personal stylist by using the camera on the look and plan your wardrobe, organize your closet and choose the clothes that suit you best.  

Amazon has added a new feature to Alexa, known as Alexa Calling. The feature is similar to Skype or FaceTime application. This option gives you hands-free calling to another Alexa user and other facilities. Whether you are a new user, just bought a new device or used Alexa before, this book will show you everything you need to know about Alexa’s capabilities as a personal assistant. 

The Alexa voice control is extremely similar to using Siri on a smartphone. If you haven’t used it before, do not worry because it is very easy to learn the basics. With more users, you and the device will get acquainted with each other and the device will become more helpful. 

Amazon Echo – a wireless cylindrical speaker that can also function as a smart home hub was the first device that introduced Alexa in 2014. Since then Amazon has added several new devices that use Alexa. The Echo Tap portable version of the speaker while the Amazon Echo Dot is smaller, Echo designed for home use. Amazon’s all FireTV products offer limited Alexa functionality. The price for the devices ranges from $30 for the Dot to $180 for the full-sized Echo. 

All the previous Alexa build-in devices used speaker and microphone only. In 2017, Amazon included video to Alexa. In addition to audio performance as the Echo, the Echo Look includes a camera. With a 7” display and a front-facing camera, the Echo Show takes it one step further. Now you can use pictures and videos with Alexa. However, these devices are costlier (around $200 and $250), but they are still affordable, considering theirs functionalities. 

The Alexa enabled devices are extremely easy to set-up and operate. The device will walk you through the set-up process when you take it out of the box and turn it on. Then you install the companion app on your smartphone and ready to use the device. This app is completely free and works on both Android and iOS devices. You can change any of the settings of your device and also see the command history or link your Alexa account to other services you would like to use it for.

The app will show you a list of devices that can use Alexa. When changing settings remember, some changes will affect all your devices, while others will apply to one type of devices. Spend some time exploring the setting menu to get a better idea of your device’s functions and features. 

When working on a smaller apartment, Alexa can hear and answer you. Amazon offers a Voice Remote for larger spaces that cost $30. Using the settings, you can pair any device with this Voice Remote. 
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Voice Recognition 

As a smart assistant, Alexa can hear and process your commands as soon as you set it up. With more use, the device learns your voice. However, it might be wise to go through the voice training program when setting up a new device so there are no misunderstandings at the beginning. To locate the voice training app, go to the Menu, then choose settings. It can be a bit time consuming and can take about 30 minutes. When prompted, say around 25 phrases out loud. This will help Alexa to work with your speech and accent patterns more easily in the future. 

Giving Commands 

When you use the wake word, Alexa knows that you are talking about it. By default, the program is Alexa, but you can choose other options and you can choose from settings option. After saying the wake word, ask Alexa your questions. There are a few commands that you are going to say constantly, like Alexa, help, Alexa, cancel or Alexa, stop.  If you don’t hear Alexa responses to a question, just say “Alexa, say it again?” The app will repeat the last thing she said as many times as you want. Alexa is linked to your Amazon account, so it will know your zip code, but you may need to enter your street address manually from the settings. 

If you have multiple versions, then there is the issue of a device’s location within your home. By default, your device will be given a default name (such as Mark’s FireStick or Jill’s Echo). However, it can be confusing if you have multiples of the same product. You can change the name of the device from the settings. 

Multiple Users 

You don’t need to set up multiple user accounts to allow multiple people to use an Echo. Anyone who comes into your house can give Alexa orders just saying her name. To access the media libraries for multiple residents, you want to establish them as members of your household. Go to your Amazon account page and from the link “Household Profiles”, you can adjust any settings to add multiple members. 

Keep your housemate present when you are changing settings so they can give the necessary information. You can remove any user from the same settings, but remember they will be unable to join household for six months. Adding someone to your household gives them added benefits. They can access Amazon account, place orders and enjoy your Prime benefits. So, add only people you trust. 

Separate user accounts on an Echo are limited. You can’t add items to to-do lists or calendars of household users. The main value is that it allows Audiobooks, music and other files to be accessed from the household account through any connected Alexa device. 

If you have children or roommates, you may want to limit their ability to place orders on your Amazon account by creating a passcode for voice purchases. You can do this from the Voice Purchasing menu on Alexa app. Also, you can turn off voice purchasing and avoid this problem.
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