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      Dietrich “Trick” Stober has known that Sashy would be his from the time they were children. Determined to let her follow her dreams, he works hard training service dogs for a local military veteran’s group while she’s overseas, fighting for the rights of others as an Army Ranger.

      He never expects that one of those dogs will ever be for her.

      

      Sasha “Sashy” Clemmons returns from her last mission a broken, defeated woman. Determined not to saddle Trick with what she feels is the messy remains of her former life, she pushes him away. She won’t allow anyone into her life and often wonders why she was spared, when none of her unit survived.

      

      When Mico enters her life courtesy of Trick, she starts regaining the pieces of herself that she thought were lost forever. Will she let Trick back in so they can finally have their happily ever after? Or will she keep him at arm’s length?

      

      **This book is intended for those 18+ due to subject matter and language**
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      One of the things I love best about the indie community is the willingness of the many factions (authors, bloggers, cover designers, editors, etc.) to come together to help someone in the community. This story is originally being featured in an anthology where the proceeds will help someone in the community. With everything going on that’s wrong in this world, it’s wonderful to be part of something that will hopefully help someone who has a need.
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      For the men and women who work tirelessly to train dogs to assist others in capacities that are mind-boggling. Dogs who can help with anxiety. Dogs who know when their owner’s blood sugar is off. Dogs who enable people to live their best possible life because they are there, providing assistance and support. You’re the real heroes in this crazy thing called life.
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        Sashy, 10

        Trick, 12

      

      

      

      “We’re going to be best friends and when we get older, I’m going to marry you,” the little boy said to the pretty, dark-haired girl he was sitting next to on the bus.

      “How can you know that?” she asked, holding her book bag close. She was new to the neighborhood and quite shy, so having this boy talk to her was a bit... disconcerting.

      “I just know. My name is Trick.” Trick? What a funny name.

      “I’m Sasha,” she replied.

      “I’m going to call you Sashy, okay?” Her heart melted a bit at his words. She had never had a nickname before, and it made her feel special.

      “Okay.”
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        Sashy, 14

        Trick, 16

      

      

      

      “Have you ever wondered what you’ll be when you grow up?” he asked as they sat by the firepit in his backyard, toasting s’mores.

      “I want to go in the Army and be a Ranger,” she replied, pulling her stick back and blowing on the marshmallow before it burned too much. “What about you?”

      “I’m gonna help my dad train dogs for veterans.”

      “When I get out, I’ll help you.”

      “I was planning on it.”
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        Sashy, 18

        Trick, 20

      

      

      

      “I’m going to miss you, Trick,” she said as he drove her to the bus station.

      “Gonna miss you more, Sash,” he replied, his hand reaching over and taking hers in his after he laced their fingers. “But we can write to each other and whenever you get leave, you can come home, right?”

      She smiled at him and nodded. Since his first declaration eight years before, they had become the best of friends and she loved him with her whole heart. Wisely, they had chosen not to do what a lot of their friends had done, so while her leaving was hard, they didn’t have the added stress of having taken their relationship to the next level. Right now, though, she was wishing that they had because she wanted something to take with her.

      “I’m kind of nervous, Trick. What if I don’t make it?”

      “You’re gonna make it, Sashy. We’ve been training for two years now.” 

      They arrived at the bus station sooner than she expected and her stomach felt as though it was on fire. This was it - the beginning of their lives, so to speak - and in order to achieve the goals they’d spent long summer nights discussing, she had to leave. He helped her grab her duffel bag then walked hand-in-hand over to the terminal where her bus was located. Dropping the bag, he pulled her into his arms, his calloused hands framing her face. “You be sure you come back to me, Sashy,” he told her before kissing her breathless. “Don’t care how long it takes for you to come home, I’ll be waiting.”
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