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Midway through the hot summer, playing by the creek and hiding from the sun in our tree house had lost much of its charm. We needed something else to do.

The six Donnelly kids came over early that morning. They lived in the house behind ours and came over most days, shut out of their own home while their mother slept. They stayed for hours. Mama made peanut butter and Fluff sandwiches for lunch, and, even though Daddy's pay would not come until Friday, let the Donnelly kids finish our last loaf of bread and polish off our milk. After lunch, Suzanne Donnelly and I sat on the picnic table under the shade of the maple tree and watched over the other kids. The middle ones played by the creek, and the younger ones in the sandbox. Not a breeze stirred the humid air. 
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