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    Exodus 3:7. and the Lord said surely I have seen the affliction of my people in Egypt, and have heard their cry for the reason of their task masters; for I know their sorrows





Beautiful verse. God had seen and God had heard, as if his pennies had had two avenues to his heart. God is not seen with the eyes, and not heard with the ears, as we do, but he speaks after the manner of men, and says in two ways they had reached his soul: "Surely I have seen the affliction; I have heard their cries"; and then he adds, as if to show the perfection of his sympathy with them: "I know their sorrows. "Now it is very true at present with us and with regard to our God, he has seen, he has heard, and he knows" I know their sorrows. "When sorrows are known, then God begins to work. He is not a passive spectator of the misery of his chosen one, but his hand goes with his heart.





— Charles Spurgeon
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Introduction to Genesis 1-11
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Genesis is the foundation of the teaching of work. Any discussion of work from a biblical perspective is ultimately based on passages from this book. Genesis is very important for enlightenment about work because it tells the story of God's creation, the first of all works and the prototype of all other works. God is not creating illusions, he is creating reality. The universe created by God provides the human being with the substances to work: space, time, matter and energy. In the created universe, God exists and relates to his creation, especially to human beings. By working in God's image, we work in creation, we work in creation, we work with creation, and if we do what God wants, then we are working for creation.

In Genesis, we see God at work and learn that his plan for us is that we work. In our work, we both disobey and obey God, and we find that God works in both our obedience and our disobedience. The other sixty-five books of the Bible make unique contributions to the teaching of work, but all come from the first book of the Bible, Genesis.
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The Creation of the World (Genesis 1:1-2:3)
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The first thing the Bible tells us is that God is the Creator. "In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth" (Genesis 1:1). God spoke, and things that did not exist before began to exist, starting with the universe itself. Creation is the only act of God. It is not an accident, not a mistake, not the product of a lesser deity, but God in His own expression.
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Perspectives on God: Beliefs, Practices and Teaching (Genesis 1:1-25)


Understanding the Relationship between God and the Material World (Genesis 1:2)
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Genesis continues to emphasize the materiality of the world. "The earth was without form and void, and the deep waters were in darkness; and the Spirit of God was in the air and upon the waters" (Genesis 1:2 ). The emerging creation, though still "invisible," has concrete dimensions of matter ("water") and space ("the deep sea"), and God is associated with this materiality ("the Spirit of God moves the waters in the air above the surface"). Then, in chapter 2, we see God at work with the earth he created. "The Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground" (Genesis 2:7). In chapters 1 and 2, we saw God participate in the physical ownership of his creations.

Any teaching of work must start from a teaching of creation. Do we see the physical world, the things we work with, as world-class things created by God, with lasting value? Or do we see them as a makeshift workplace, a proving ground, a sinking ship from which we must escape to reach God's true place in immaterial "heaven." Genesis rejects any notion that the physical world is somehow less important than the spiritual world. Rather, in Genesis there is no clear distinction between matter and spirit. God's ruah in Genesis 1:2 is simultaneously "air," "wind," and "spirit." "Heaven and earth" (Genesis 1:1; 2:1) are not two separate realms, but a metaphor in Hebrew meaning "universe," just as the phrase "flesh and blood" represents a human being.

Surprisingly, the Bible ends where it began: on earth. Humans will not leave earth to meet God in heaven. Instead, God perfected his kingdom on earth and created "the holy city, the New Jerusalem, which came down out of heaven from God" (Revelation 21:2). Here, God lives with humanity, in a renewed creation. "Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men" (Revelation 21:3). That is why Jesus told his disciples to pray: "Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven" (Matthew 6:10).

During the period between Genesis 2 and Revelation 21, the earth is corrupted, destroyed, confused and filled with people and forces that are against God's will (this begins in Genesis 3). Not everything in the world is according to God's design, but the world is still his creation, which he calls "good." (More on the new heavens and new earth in Revelation 17-22 in Revelation and Work).
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God's Creation: A Work Ethic (Genesis 1:3-25; 2:7)
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Creating a world requires effort. In Genesis 1, the power of God's work is indisputable. God speaks, the world is created and, step by step, we see primary examples of the right use of power. Let us look at the order of creation. The first three acts of God's creation divided the formless chaos into heaven, water and earth. On the first day, God created light and separated the light from the darkness, forming day and night (Genesis 1:3-5). The next day, he divided the waters and created the sky (Genesis 1:6-8). Early on the third day, he separated the dry land from the sea (Genesis 1:9-10). All of these are essential for the survival of the creature to be created. Then God began to fill in the area he had created. Later, on the third day, he created plant life (Genesis 1:11-13). On the fourth day the sun, moon and stars were created in the sky (Genesis 1:14-19). The use of "Great Light" and "Little Light" instead of the names "Sun" and "Moon" discourages worship of these creatures and reminds us that we are still in danger of worshipping the creation instead of the Creator. Lamps are beautiful in their own right and are necessary for plant life, as it requires day, night and seasons. On the fifth day, God filled the water and the sky with fish and birds, which could not survive without the plant life created earlier (Genesis 1:20-23). Finally, on the sixth day, he created the animals (Genesis 1:24-25) and man, the supreme masterpiece of creation, to inhabit the earth (Genesis 1:26-31).

In chapter 1, God uses His Word to get the job done. "God said..." And then it all came to pass. This means that God is powerful enough to create and sustain creation. We need not worry that God's fuel is running out or that creation is in a precarious state of existence. God's creation is resilient and its existence is secure. God did not need the help of anyone or anything to create or maintain the world. There is no battle against the chaotic forces that threaten to destroy creation. Next, we see that God decided to share creative responsibility with humans, rather than necessarily do so. People may try to destroy creation or make the earth unfit for abundant life, but God has infinite power to redeem and restore.

The demonstration of God's infinite power in Scripture does not mean that God's creation is not a work, like writing a computer program or acting. If, however, the transcendent majesty of God's work in Genesis 1 leads us to think that it is not a genuine work, Genesis 2 reassures us of our doubts. God works everywhere with his hands to form the human body (Genesis 2:7,21), to plant a garden (Genesis 2:8), to plant a garden (Genesis 2:9), and then to make "garments of skin" (Genesis 3:21). This is only the beginning of God's real work in the Bible, which is full of divine work.



	[image: ]

	 
	[image: ]





[image: ]


Creation is of God, but it is not the same as God (Genesis 1:11).
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God is the source of all creation. Creation, however, does not equal God. God gave His creation what Colin Gunton called Selbständigkeit, or "self-sufficiency." This is not the absolute independence imagined by atheists or deists, but the intelligible existence of creation as distinct from God Himself. This is best shown in the descriptions of the creation of plants. "God said, 'Let the earth bring forth plants, seed-bearing plants and fruit-bearing trees, each after its kind, and let their fruit be upon the earth. That is it" (Genesis 1:11). God created everything, but He also literally sowed the seed to create eternity.
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God Sees Right (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31)
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Contrary to any dualistic notion of good and evil, Genesis declares that each day of creation was "good in the sight of God" (Genesis 1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 31). On the sixth day, when he created man, God looked "very good" (Genesis 1:31). Yet, they are "very good" even though sin would enter God's creation through them. Genesis simply does not support the idea that the world is irredeemably evil and that the only salvation is to escape to the immaterial spirit world, which somehow entered the Christian imagination. Not to mention defending the idea that we should devote our time to "spiritual" tasks rather than "material" tasks while we are here on Earth. In God's good world, there is no separation between spirit and matter.
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God Works in Relationship (Genesis 1:26)
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Even before creating man, God spoke in the plural: "Let us make man in our image" (Genesis 1:26, emphasis added). Scholars disagree about whether "let us" refers to the rest of the divine assembly of angels or God's exclusive unified majority, but both views imply that God is intrinsically related. It is difficult to know exactly what the ancient Israelites meant by plural here. In our study we will follow the traditional Christian interpretation of the Trinity. Regardless, we know from the New Testament that God actually relates to himself (and his creation) in a Trinitarian love. In the Gospel of John, we see that the Son - "the Word became flesh" (John 1:14) - existed and actively participated in creation from the beginning.

In the beginning was Tao, and Tao was with God, and Tao was God. He was with God from the beginning. All things were made by him, and without him nothing was made. In him was life, and this life was the light of man (John 1:1-4).

Therefore, Christians recognize our One and Triune God, the one being who is one in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, all personally involved in creation.
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God Ordained His Work (Genesis 2:1-3)
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At the end of the six days, God finished creating the world, but that does not mean that God stopped working, for Jesus said, "Even now my Father works, and I also work" (John 5:17). Nor does it mean that creation is complete, because, as we shall see, God left plenty of work for people to contribute to creation. However, the chaos became a habitable environment, which now houses plants, fish, birds, animals and humans.

God looked at all that he had done, and it was very good. And it was evening and morning on the sixth day. So far, everything in the world has been completed. On the seventh day God finished the work he had done and rested on the seventh day from all the work he had done (Genesis 1:31-2:2; emphasis).

God ends His masterpiece of six days of work with a day of rest. The creation of man was the climax of God's creative work and resting on the seventh day was the climax of God's creative week. Why does God rest? The majesty of God's creation with His single word in chapter 1 makes it clear that God is not tired. He does not need to rest, but He chooses to delimit His creation in time and also in space. The universe is not infinite; it has a beginning, testified by Genesis, which science has learned to observe in the light of the Big Bang theory. Neither the Bible nor science clearly establishes whether it has an end in time, but God delimits time within the world as we know it. As time continues to run, God blesses six days for work and one for rest. This is a boundary that God Himself keeps and later also becomes His command to the people (Exodus 20:8-11).
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God Created and Equipped Man for Work (Genesis 1:26-2:25)


Human beings are created in the image of God (Genesis 1:26, 27; 5:1).
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After the story of God's creation, Genesis goes on to tell the story of human labor. Everything is based on the creation of man in the image of God.

God said, "Let us make man in our image, after our likeness" (Genesis 1:26).

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he him (Genesis 1:27).

In the day that God created man, he made him in the image of God (Genesis 5:1).

The remainder of Genesis 1 and 2 develops human labor in five specific categories: domination, relationship, fruitfulness/growth, provision, and limitation. The development occurs in two cycles, one in Genesis 1:26-2:4 and the other in Genesis 2:4-25. The order of the categories is not exactly the same in both cases, but all categories appear in both loops. The first loop develops what it means to work in God's image, and the second loop describes how God equipped Adam and Eve for work when they began their life in the Garden of Eden. All of creation demonstrates God's design, power and goodness, but only humans are said to have been created in God's image. The full teaching of God's image is beyond our scope here, so we will simply note that something in us is uniquely like him. It makes no sense to believe that we are exactly like God. We can't create the world out of chaos, and we shouldn't try to do everything God did. But so far in the narrative, the main aspect we know is that God is a creator, that he works in the physical world, that he works in relationship, and that his work has limits. We have the capacity to do the same.

The language of the first cycle is more abstract and, therefore, more suitable for developing the principles by which humans work. The language of the second cycle is simpler, speaks of God creating things from clay and other elements, and fits the practical direction of Adam and Eve in their specific work in the garden. This change in language (similar to the change in the first four books of the Bible) has given rise to a great deal of research, hypotheses, debate, and even disagreement among scholars. Any general commentary will provide many relevant details. However, most of these debates have little bearing on the contribution of Genesis to the understanding of work, workers, and the workplace, and we will not attempt to take a position on them here. Relevant to our discussion, Chapter 2 repeats the five themes presented earlier-in the order of stewardship, provision, fruitfulness/growth, boundaries, and relationships-describing how God equips us to do what we were created to do. To facilitate the study of these themes, we will look at Genesis 1:26-2:25 by category rather than verse by verse.



	Passage

	Category

	Cycle




	Genesis 1:26-2:4

	Domain

	1




	Genesis 1:27

	Relations

	1




	Genesis 1:28

	Fertility/Growth

	1




	Genesis 1:29-30

	Provision

	1




	Genesis 2:3

	Limits

	1




	Genesis 2:5

	Domain

	2




	Genesis 2:8-14

	Provision

	2




	Genesis 2:15; 19-20

	Fertility/Growth

	2




	Genesis 2:17

	Limits

	2




	Genesis 2:18; 21-25

	Relations

	2
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Dominion (Genesis 1:26; 2:5)


To work in the image of God is to exercise dominion (Genesis 1:26).
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One of the results of being made in the image of God that we see in Genesis is that we can "have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over everything that moves upon the earth" (Genesis 1:26). As Ian Hart says, "Exercising dominion over the earth as God's representatives is God's fundamental purpose in creating man...to manage, develop and care for creation, a task that includes hands-on physical labor." Our work in the image of God begins with faithfully representing God.

We exercise dominion over the created world knowing that we are the reflection of God. We are not the originals but the images, and our task is to make the original - God - our model, not ourselves. Our work must fulfill God's purposes rather than our own, and this prevents us from lording it over all that God has placed under our control.

God Equips Man for the Work of Dominion (Genesis 2:5)

Consider what this means in our workplace. How will God do our work? What values will God bring to it? What product would God make? Who does God serve? What organization would God establish? What standard does God have? How should our work reflect the God we represent? When we complete a job, can we say to the result, "Thank God for using me to make this happen?

The cycle begins again with dominion, though it may not be immediately recognizable. "As yet there was no vegetation in the field, neither was there any vegetable of the field, because the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, neither had man plowed it" (Genesis 2:5; italics added). The key word is "no one tills the ground." God decided not to complete his creation until he created man to work with him (or for him). Meredith Klein explains it this way: "When God created the world, it was like a king who built a farm or a park or an orchard in which he put man to tend the land, tend and care for the earth."

Therefore, the work of exercising dominion begins with the plowing of the land. Here we see that when God used the words conquer and rule in chapter 1, He did not give us the right to trample over any part of His creation, quite the contrary. We must act as if we have the same loving relationship with His creation that He has. Conquering a land involves exploiting its many resources and protecting them. Dominion over all living things is not a license to exploit them, but a contract with God to care for them. We have to act in accord with everyone around us: our bosses, customers, colleagues, people who work for us, even people we meet occasionally. This does not mean that we allow others to be above us, but it does mean that we do not allow our own self-interest, self-esteem or self-aggrandizement to allow us to be above others. The following stories in Genesis focus precisely on this temptation and its consequences.

So far we have considered in particular how the pursuit of human self-interest threatens the environment. We were created to tend gardens (Genesis 2:15). Creation is for our use, but it is not just for that. It is good to reflect on the air, water, soil, plants and animals (Genesis 1:4-31) to remind us to maintain and protect the environment. Our work can protect or destroy the clean air, water and soil, biodiversity, ecosystems and biomes, and even the climate that God has given His creation. Dominion is not power against God's creation, but power to work for it.
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Relationships (Genesis 1:27; 2:18, 21-25)


To Work in the Image of God is to Work in Relationship with Others (Genesis 1:27).
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In Genesis we see that, as a result of being created in the image of God, we work in relationship with God and with each other. We have seen that God is relational in nature (Genesis 1:26), so as images of a relational God, we are relational in nature. The second part of Genesis 1:27 restores this idea because it speaks of us as a couple, not as individuals: "He created man and woman." We live with our Creator and in relationship with other organisms. Genesis does not present these relationships as philosophical abstractions. We see God talking to Adam and naming the animals with him (Genesis 2:19), and we see God visiting Adam and Eve "in the garden on a cool day" (Genesis 3:8).

How does this reality affect our workplaces? Most importantly, we are called to love our co-workers and bosses. The God of relationship is the God of love (1 John 4:7). One could simply say "God loves," but the Bible goes a step further and presents God as the center of love's existence, a love that flows back and forth between the Father, the Son (John 17:24) and the Holy Spirit. Holy. This love also flows from God's presence to us, giving us what is best for each other (divine love is the opposite of human love, which flows from our emotions).
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God equips man to work in relationship with others (Genesis 2:18, 21-25).
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Francis Schaeffer takes this idea further, since we are made in the image of God, and God is personal, with whom we can have a personal relationship. He mentions that this makes true love possible, and points out that machines cannot love. Therefore, it is our duty to take good care of all that God has entrusted to our care. As a related creature, you have a moral responsibility.

Because we are made in the image of a relational God, we are relational in nature. We were created to have a relationship with God as well as with other human beings. God said, "It is not good that the man should be alone; it is not good that the man should be alone. I will make him a wife" (Genesis 2:18). Everything created was called "good" or "very good" and this was the first time God said something was "bad." Then God created the woman from Adam's own flesh and blood. Adam was filled with joy when Eve arrived, "This is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh" (Genesis 2:23) (After this, all men will continue to come out of each other's flesh, but from females, not males). Adam and Eve formed such an intimate relationship that they "became one flesh" (Genesis 2:24). While this sounds like a purely sexual or family affair, it also refers to working relationships. Eve was created to be Adam's "help" and "helpmeet" and would work with him in the Garden of Eden. The word help suggests that she, like Adam, tends the garden. Help means work. People who do not work do not help. To meet as help means to work with someone in a relationship.

When God called Eve a "helper," he did not mean that she would be at Adam's service, or that her work would be less important, less creative, less accomplished than his. The word here translated "help" (Hebrew ezer) is the word used elsewhere in the Old Testament to refer to God himself. "God is the [ezer] who helps me" (Psalm 54:4). "Help me [ezer], O Lord" (Psalm 30:10). Obviously, ezer is not a servant. Furthermore, Genesis 2:18 describes Eve not only as a "help," but also as a "suitable one." Currently, the most commonly used English term is "fellow servant." This is the meaning given in Genesis 1:27, "Male and female he created them," without prioritization or dominance. The dominion of man over woman, or vice versa, is not in accordance with God's good creation, but a tragic consequence of the fall of man (Genesis 3:16).

Relationships are not secondary at work, they are fundamental. Work is where deep and meaningful relationships are formed, at least under the right conditions. Jesus described our relationship with himself as a form of work: "Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest" (Matthew 11:29). The yoke allows the two oxen to work together. In Christ, people can truly work together, which is God's plan when He created Eve and Adam as co-workers. Our souls "find rest" when our minds and bodies are connected to each other and to God. When we are not working with others to achieve a common goal, we experience mental anxiety. To learn more about the yoke, (see the Work Teaching Bible Commentary on 2 Corinthians 6:14-18).

Using God himself as an example, an important aspect of the relationship is empowerment. God delegated the naming of the animals to Adam, and the transfer of power was real. "As man called every living thing, so was his name" (Genesis 2:19). In delegation, as in any other form of relationship, we give up some of our power and independence and risk being affected by the work of others. Much of the progress in leadership and management over the past five decades has been in decentralization, empowering employees and promoting teamwork. The basis for this progression has always been in Genesis, although Christians are not always aware of it.

Many people form their closest relationships when some paid or unpaid work has a common purpose or objective. In turn, working relationships facilitate the creation of a wider and more complex range of goods and services than any one individual can produce. Without industrial relations, there would be no automobiles, no computers, no postal service, no legislatures, no stores, no schools, nothing that any one person could accomplish. Without intimacy between a man and a woman, there would be no offspring to do God-given work. Our work and our community are gifts from God and are completely interconnected. Together, they provide us with the means that allow us to thrive in every way.
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Fertility/Growth (Genesis 1:28; 2:15, 19-20)


To Work in the Image of God is to Bear Fruit and Reproduce (Genesis 1:28).
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Because we are created in the image of God, we must bear fruit or create. This is often referred to as "creative empowerment" or "cultural empowerment." God created a perfect creation, an ideal platform, and then created human beings to continue the creation project. "God blessed them and said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth'" (Genesis 1:28). God could have created everything imaginable and filled the earth himself, but he chose to create humans to work with him to realize the potential of the universe, to participate in God's work. It is amazing that God trusts us to carry out his wonderful task of building on the good earth he has given us. Through our work, God brings food and drink, products and services, knowledge and beauty, organization and community, growth and health, praise and glory to himself.

It is necessary to speak of beauty here. It should not surprise us that God's work is not only productive but also "pleasing to the eye" (Genesis 3:6), since man is in the image of God and is inherently beautiful. Like everything good, beauty can become an idol, but Christians are so preoccupied with the dangers of beauty that they fail to appreciate its value in the eyes of God. In essence, beauty is not a waste of resources, a distraction from more important work, or a flower destined to wither eventually. Beauty is created in the image of God, and the kingdom of God is filled with beauty "like the most precious stone" (Revelation 21:11). The beauty of music that speaks of Jesus is greatly appreciated by the Christian community. Perhaps we can increase our appreciation for all kinds of real beauty.

A good question is whether we work more efficiently and beautifully. History is full of examples of the Christian faith leading to amazing achievements. If we feel that our work is fruitless in comparison to theirs, the answer lies not in judging ourselves, but in hope, prayer and growth in the company of God's people. No matter what obstacles we face, whether from ourselves or external factors, in the power of God, we can do better than we ever imagined.
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God Equips Man to Bear Fruit and Multiply (Genesis 2:15, 19-20)
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"Jehovah God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it" (Genesis 2:15). The two Hebrew words avad ("work" or "cultivation") and shamar ("care") are also used for worshiping God and keeping His commandments, respectively. There is an unmistakable holiness in work done in accordance with God's will.

Genesis 2:15-20 gives Adam and Eve two specific jobs, cultivating (manual labor) and naming animals (cultural, scientific and intellectual work). Both are creative tasks, assigning specific activities to a being in the image of the Creator. By growing things and cultivating cultures, we are truly fruitful; we produce the resources necessary to sustain a growing population and increase the productivity of creation, and we develop ways to fill (and not overfill) the Earth. Clearly, breeding and naming animals is not the only work suitable for man, but man's task is to extend God's creative work in many ways, limited only by what he has set forth and the gifts of his imagination and skill. Work is always rooted in God's design for human life. It is a way of contributing to the common good and providing for ourselves, our families and those whom we can generously bless.

Although sometimes underestimated, an important aspect of God's work of creation is his fertile imagination, which created everything from exotic aquatic creatures to elephants and rhinoceroses. Theologians have enumerated the various characteristics God has given us and attested to his image, but imagination is a divine gift and we see it in action all around us, whether in the workplace or at home.

A lot of what we do requires the use of imagination in some way. On the assembly line, we bolt on trucks and imagine them driving down the road. We open a document on our computer and imagine the story we are about to write. Mozart imagined a sonata and Beethoven imagined a symphony. Picasso imagined Guernica before he chose his brush to create it. Tesla and Edison figured out how to harness electricity, and today we have light in the dark and endless gadgets, electronics and devices. Someone, somewhere, has imagined almost everything around us. Most jobs exist because someone imagined a product that required work or a process.

Still, imagination requires work, and after imagination comes the work of bringing the product to life. In fact, in practice, imagination and realization often occur as interrelated processes. Picasso said of his Guernica: "The painting is not preconceived or fixed; when it is painted, it follows the flow of thought. Once completed, it changes again according to the state of the viewer. "A work that brings imagination into reality has its own necessary creation.
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Provision (Genesis 1:29-30; 2:8-14)


To Work in God's Image is to Receive God's Provisions (Genesis 1:29-30)
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Because we are created in God's image, He supplies our needs. This is one of the ways in which man created in God's image is not God. God has no needs, and even if there is a need, he himself can provide it. We can't. So:

God said, Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed and every tree yielding seed in all the earth, and this shall be your food. I have given every kind of vegetable for food for the beasts of the earth, for the birds of the air, and for all the living creatures of the earth. Indeed (Genesis 1:29-30).
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