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This book is for YOU, the language learner

✽✽✽

AUDIOBOOK BONUS


For a free audiobook of this book, send me a request:


audio@learnenglishwithcamille.com

✽✽✽

LET’S CONNECT

You can find me creating language content here:


insta: @camillehanson



tiktok @learnenglishwithcamille



youtube Learn English with Camille
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I wrote this book for 2 reasons:


#1 I love to travel. It’s one of my greatest passions in life, to be able to explore new places and meet new people. I wanted to share those adventures with you. At the time of writing this book, I have had the honor of visiting 41 countries. I am truly thankful for each experience. 



#2 I love language learning. Reading is an incredible way to learn a language. You can increase your vocabulary in a natural way while you read. Through the audio recording of the book, you can train your listening comprehension. I hope that you will be inspired to travel yourself and that you will learn a lot of English with this book. Thank you for letting me play a small part in your language learning journey.



[image: My family and I have traveled to many countries together]

Dedication

I dedicate this book to my husand Calvin, who has been my travel partner for many years now, and my three kids, Maddox, Ivory, and Kairo. My dream is that you will travel to many more places than I ever have. I love you all.

~ Camille Hanson





How to use THIS BOOK

As I mentioned before, reading is a great way to learn a new language.

This book is for high beginner to intermediate language learners. The best way to use this book is to read each story and try to understand the main idea behind the story.

Don’t worry if you can’t understand every word. Write down any new phrases and keywords. Listen to the audio to know how to correctly pronounce the text. Review the vocabulary list, writing down any new words.

Try the quiz after you’ve read through a story at least twice. Check your answers using the answer key found at the end of the book.
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I wish I would have known

Language learning is always an adventure, especially learning the slang words. When learning Spanish in Mexico, I learned some slang a little too late. It was late one evening and I was out with my American friends who were also learning Spanish.

A guy approached our table selling us little shrimp keychains made of cord and beads. My friend Ryan felt bad, because it seemed to be the man’s only job, and so he overpaid the guy for one of these keychains.


In our taxi on the way home, I got the hilarious idea to show our keychain out the window to anyone we passed by. So Ryan was showing the keychain, and of course, I wanted to too. So I shouted out the window, “Look at my shrimp, do you like the colors?”, laughing thinking it was hilarious. People looked and laughed, so I thought they thought it was funny too.

The next day, I was telling the story to my Mexican co-workers at the local cafe, where I volunteered. They were like, “Camille, do you know what shrimp is slang for?” Of course I didn’t. “Penis,” they told me.

My cheeks instantly burned 5 shades of deep red. I was so embarrassed. I had been telling all the lovely Mexicans to look at the beautiful colors of my penis. Sometimes, we learn the hard way, but at least I can laugh about it now.

Vocabulary List


Adventure — an unusual and exciting, typically hazardous experience or activity


Slang — words off the street used particularly to a certain region or city


Approached — came near to


Shrimp — a small sea animal typically marine, and frequently eaten


Keychain — a small chain for holding keys. 


Cord — thin flexible string 


Beads — a small piece of glass, stone or plastic, typically round and used to make jewelry


Hilarious — very funny


Window — an opening in a building or car, fitted with glass allowing you to see out


Co-workers — the people you work with


Volunteered — to help out somewhere without receiving pay 


Penis — the male genital organ


Cheeks — the sides of the face below the eyes


Shades — different colors


Embarrassed — feeling or showing embarrassment 


Quiz

1. Where did Camille learn Spanish? 

a)  Spain

b)  Mexico

c)  The USA

d)  Colombia




2. The shrimp keychains were made of cord and...

a)  Rope 

b)  Ribbons 

c)  Beads

d)  Buttons 




3. Hilarious is a synonym for 

a)  Funny

b)  Sad 

c)  Happy 

d)  Energetic 




4. Camille volunteered where in Mexico?

a)  At a shelter 

b)  At a restaurant 

c)  At a cafe 

d) Driving a taxi




5. Camille’s friend was named 

a)  Rob

b)  Ryan 

c)  Roger 

d)  Raul
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Crying over Chinese food

When I was 19, I took my first overseas trip to Europe, with my husband Calvin. Americans dream of traveling Europe, especially the big cities like London, Paris, and Rome. We were in Paris and because of jet-lag happened to be up at the crack of dawn. We decided to go exploring early.

We didn’t even mean to, but we accidentally took the metro to where the Eiffel tower was and saw just a small line of people already waiting. We decided to get in line, to go to the top of the tower. It was luck that we got there early, because by the time we got back down, there were hundreds of people waiting. I remember buying a mini Eiffel tower while we were in the Eiffel tower, which I still have today.

After wandering around for a while, we were starting to get hungry. Calvin and I aren’t very good at choosing a restaurant when we are hungry. For some reason we just keep walking and thinking, there has got to be a better place. Well, finally we couldn’t stand it anymore, we settled for Chinese, because we weren’t very cultured and Chinese food seemed like a safe choice. Because in America, it’s pretty standard and you will know what to expect.

Well, in Paris, it most definitely wasn’t. I don’t even remember what we ordered but I was so grossed out that I couldn’t even eat it. I was so embarrassed when the waiter came over. He felt bad too, asking if we wanted something else. I must have been extra tired because I started to cry over the Chinese food.

We quickly got out of there and went for Nutella crepes on the street, which are without fail always an excellent choice. When in doubt, go for the crepes!

Vocabulary List



Overseas — in or to a foreign country


Jet-lag — an extreme feeling of tiredness due to a long flight across several time zones 




Crack of dawn — a very early time in the morning 



Exploring — travel in or through a place to learn more about it



Accidentally — by mistake



Metro — a subway system in a city



Luck — success or failure brought by chance rather than through one’s own actions



Wandering — walking around without any real purpose



Settled for — decided on



Cultured — characterized by refined taste and manners and good education



Grossed out — disgusted by



Waiter — the worker in the restaurant that serves the meal



In doubt — feeling uncertain about something



Quiz

1. This was Camille’s ___time to Europe. 

a)  1st

b)  2nd

c)  3rd

d)  5th




2. Camille used what form of transportation in Paris?
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