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Introduction

	The Kids’ Table

	 

	 

	 

	 

	On April 24, 2018, TIME magazine held a glittering gala in Manhattan honoring the one hundred most influential people of the year. Among the honorees were five high school students from Parkland, Florida—survivors of the horrific mass shooting at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School two months earlier.

	These five young people—David Hogg, Emma Gonzalez, Jaclyn Corin, Cameron Kasky, and Alex Wind—have emerged as the faces of the #NeverAgain anti-gun movement. None other than former president Barack Obama profiled the Parkland students for TIME. Obama gushed about the “young leaders,” saying they “don’t intimidate easily” and are “comfortable speaking truth to power.”1 At the gala, the Parkland kids were “the real stars of the night,” according to the New York Post. Celebrities and fellow honorees “swarmed the students.”2

	But the Post story highlighted an unusual aspect of how the Parkland students were treated: “they’d been relegated to what amounted to the kids’ table,” stuck way up “at the back of the top tier of Jazz at Lincoln Center,” where the party was held.3

	This is the perfect metaphor for understanding the Parkland kids and their relationship to the “new” gun control movement.

	Think about it: Ever since the Parkland shootings, David Hogg and his anti-gun classmates have been the toast of the media, interviewed everywhere from CBS to CNN to NPR to MSNBC to HBO. David Hogg and his sister even received a major book deal from Random House. Politicians, pundits, celebrities, and activists have hailed these kids for their courage, wisdom, and leadership.

	But really, those politicians, pundits, celebrities, and activists are using the “young leaders” to advance their own longstanding agenda: gun control. 

	They’re happy to send David Hogg out on every network, celebrate his “courage” for speaking out, and portray him as the “leader” of a new movement. But behind the scenes, the Parkland kids aren’t leaders. They’re stuck at the kids’ table while the activists and moneymen orchestrate this “new” gun control movement. 

	In reality, it’s just a repackaging of the same old anti-gun coalition. The messenger is new, but the message is old. 

	This isn’t the first time the gun controllers rushed to exploit tragedy. Take a look at this email exchange between former Obama chief of staff, now Chicago mayor Rahm Emanuel, and Obama’s Education Secretary Arne Duncan, just two days after the 2012 Sandy Hook killings and before the funerals could even be held. In an email exchange titled “CT shootings,” Duncan and Emanuel strategized: 

	Duncan: “What are your thoughts?” 

	Emanuel: “Go for a vote this week before it fades. Tap peoples [sic] emotion. Make it simple assault weapons.”

	Duncan: “Yup- thanks.” 

	Emanuel: “When I did brady bill and assault weapons for clinton we always made it simple. Criminals or war weapons.” 

	Duncan: “Gun show loophole? Database? Cop-killer bullets? Too complicated?” 

	Emanuel: “Cop killer maybe. The other no.”4 

	Emanuel served as the Obama White House Chief of Staff from January 2009 to October 2010. He famously said, “You never want a serious crisis to go to waste. And what I mean by that is an opportunity to do things that you think you could not do before.”5 

	On the coattails of one of the most horrific school shootings in our nation’s history, the gun grabbers’ first priority was developing their national strategy to take away your guns. 

	Sound familiar? 

	
Let’s Have That Debate 


	Let’s set aside all the effusive praise for those Parkland students who support gun control and who have been adopted by America’s gun control lobby. Instead, let’s take a look at what the #NeverAgain kids actually say.

	When you examine their arguments closely—as I will in this book—you’ll see that they don’t even really offer arguments. They do little more than string together appeals to emotion, ad hominem attacks, and warmed-over gun-control rhetoric.

	So, why are America’s anti-gunners so excited about having the Parkland students join their so-called movement? Why does the mainstream media devote countless hours to airing interviews of these students who in turn attack guns and gun owners?  Because the gun grabbers’ previous efforts at radical gun control have mostly failed.

	The gun control movement has been around for decades and has largely been in retreat over the last few decades. Today, the country has record numbers of firearms, gun owners, and individuals allowed to conceal carry handguns. 

	The U.S. Supreme Court has found that the Second Amendment protects the individual right to bear arms. President Donald Trump made a point to speak at each of the last several NRA annual conventions. And President Trump defeated an overtly anti-gun politician in Hillary Rodham Clinton in the last presidential election.  

	In football, when your team is far behind on the scoreboard, you throw a desperation “Hail Mary” pass to try to save the day. The gun grabbers recognize that they need to do the same. This is why the anti-gun movement, including their urban handmaidens in the mainstream media, have so heartily embraced the Parkland students. It also explains that while the media saturates the airwaves and cable networks with David Hogg and his anti-gun peers, that same media largely ignores the Parkland students (and others) who support gun rights—such as student Kyle Kashuv.

	The gun control movement relies on stale, old, and tired arguments that have largely been factually debunked and mostly rejected by Americans. Because the gun controllers do not have the facts, history, or logic on their side, they must rely heavily on appeals to emotion and on other flawed arguments. This is why the old-line gun control movement has become so enamored with the anti-gun Parkland students, because they, too, advance their arguments using appeals mostly to emotion and personal attacks.

	Make no mistake, the #NeverAgain kids have the right to express themselves. That they experienced such a traumatic event makes it easy to understand why they want to participate in debates about school and public safety. 

	I, personally, welcome the opportunity to help those same students understand the importance and value of firearms. The students have the right to speak out, and also the right to be wrong (or right) about gun control. But they do not have the right to ignore the facts, the evidence, or the logic in favor of guns, especially when doing so comes at the expense of long-standing and life-saving Constitutional freedoms and rights. 

	As they get older and have more responsibilities put upon them, the #NeverAgain kids may start to feel differently about gun control. Some will start families, others may find themselves living alone in high crime areas or employed in occupations that put them at a greater risk of becoming a victim. All will be forced to make informed decisions about how best to protect themselves and their families from bad people who want to hurt them.   

	So, let’s set emotion aside and discuss the facts. Let’s have that debate. 

	In this spirit, #Duped will do two things:

	
		strip bare how young people like the Parkland students are exploited for political gain and to short-circuit any legitimate debate, and

		lay out the truth about guns and safety that you won’t hear in emotion-drenched media coverage.



	What’s at Stake: Your Freedom and Your Life

	David Hogg and his fellow Parkland students have become the faces of a gun control movement that seeks to deprive law-abiding Americans of our right to bear arms and our ability to protect ourselves, our families, and our communities from criminals and crazies. 

	That’s why all this matters. That’s what’s at stake: your safety and the safety of your loved ones.

	What’s at stake, too, are your freedoms. The #NeverAgain movement likes to position itself as an heir to the civil rights movement. That’s why you’ve seen so many signs at anti-gun rallies that say things like, “Our lives are worth more than your guns,” “My right to safety > your right to a rifle,” and “I hope to have as many rights as a gun someday.”

	But the gun control movement is not about civil rights. Previous civil rights movements in U.S. history sought to expand individual freedoms. Hogg and his peers—backed by hypocritical celebrities, billionaires, and politicians—want to shrink your freedoms by depriving you of your fundamental right to self-defense.

	You need to understand this. And you need to understand all the myths about guns and safety that are going unchallenged in the current climate, where emotion often wins out over facts and logic.

	The facts matter because here’s the truth: What you don’t know about guns can kill you. 

	If the gun grabbers win the day with their misleading arguments, you and your family will be much less safe. Make no mistake, the ultimate goal of the anti-gun movement is complete civilian disarmament. 

	In this book, you’ll learn the truth about the #NeverAgain movement and get the facts you need to counter the gun grabbers’ favorite (and false!) talking points.

	 

	 


Part 1 

	From the Mouths of Babes?  Hardly. 

	 

	 

	Meet the new gun control movement, same as the old gun control movement.

	Ever since the Parkland school shootings, the #NeverAgain kids have become the face of gun control. But are these students really “leaders” speaking “truth to power,” as we hear all the time? 

	No, they’re sympathetic victims who are effective at advancing the same, warmed-over ideas on gun control. 

	Here you’ll learn the truth about the “new” gun control movement. 

	The hypocrisy is shocking: the celebrities, politicians, and billionaires who are leading the campaign to ban guns surround themselves with armed guards. And they’re duping the Parkland kids into renouncing rights that they have never had—or even been old enough to exercise.






Chapter 1

	From Trojan Horses 
to Trojan Ponies

	 

	 

	 

	 

	When the artificial grass known as AstroTurf was first installed in the Houston Astrodome in 1966, little did its creators know that the venerable name of this space-age product would come to define fake politics.

	Political operatives and community organizers prize “grassroots” movements because they suggest an organic groundswell of support for a cause. Then there’s AstroTurf, a term used to describe a phony grassroots effort designed to appear organic when, in fact, it’s a highly orchestrated campaign largely bankrolled by a few wealthy supporters.

	That is precisely what we are seeing with the latest iteration of the gun control movement. The young people hailed as the movement’s leaders are being heralded specifically for the purpose of putting an unimpeachable face on the effort to erode the constitutional rights of law-abiding citizens.

	Take, for example, the so-called national student walkout in March 2018. The media were diligently promoting the misbehavior of students in cities large and small, suggesting that this was a bunch of kids demanding change. Less obvious from the media coverage was the fact that the entire effort to cut class was orchestrated by something called the Women’s March.6

	The Women’s March, you may recall, organized nationwide gatherings of leftists following the inauguration of Donald Trump in January 2017, most notably on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Billed as a demonstration of female empowerment, the event quickly devolved into an array of unhinged rants sprinkled with all manner of weirdness and vulgarity.7

	One of the highlights of the D.C. event came when pop singer Madonna took to the stage to say she had “thought an awful lot about blowing up the White House.”8

	Although no one believes that the aging songstress would actually blow up the White House, the line illustrated that the Women’s March is less about women and more about promoting your garden-variety left-wing agenda—including gun control.

	Fast-forward thirteen months. The Women’s March helped orchestrate the national school walkout to promote gun control. This call to action sent a signal flare to progressive liberals across the country, particularly teachers and school administrators, to encourage students to violate school policies against skipping class so they could be used to agitate for gun control.9 It was a brilliant form of manipulation, because cutting class is a very attractive proposition for an adolescent who is dealing with his or her inner rebel (and seeking to skip Geometry class).

	With the explicit or tacit approval of some teachers and school administrators, thousands of students did indeed cut class for a while on March 14, 2018.10 And as the media engaged in wall-to-wall news coverage of the walkouts, we were led to believe that these were just a bunch of concerned kids who, of their own volition, gathered to raise their voices to end school violence.

	AstroTurf.

	A national group of progressive liberals orchestrated the walkouts to position as many children as possible to be the new face of gun control. And a lot of kids, understandably, took part. After all, they’re kids, and grown-ups were offering them a free pass to break the rules.

	Not reported was how many students chose not to cut class that day.11 Both the Associated Press and The Washington Post reported that across the entire country, only some “tens of thousands” of students participated in the high school walkout.12 The order of magnitude of the “tens of thousands” was left ambiguous. Even if 90,000 students walked out (highly doubtful), that would mean that less than 1 percent of the 16 million American high school students13 demonstrated their support for the anti-freedom, anti-Constitutional, gun control agenda by skipping class. 

	The media almost entirely ignored the young people who chose not to be exploited. So in most cases we have no idea how many students decided against walking out of class. But anecdotal information suggests they may represent a sizable group, maybe even a silent majority. 

	For example, at Brattleboro Union High School, in my home state of Vermont, approximately 650 students—at least 70 percent of the student body—chose not to protest. But you would never know this from the reporting of the local press. The Brattleboro Reformer ran two front-page stories and four front-page photos with the breathless headline “Brattleboro Union High School students demand change.”14 

	How many non-protesting students did the Reformer quote for its stories? Zero. 

	AstroTurf.

	Then there’s the March for Our Lives, a series of demonstrations across the nation on March 24 exploiting kids and willing adults to agitate for gun control. Exploitation doesn’t come cheap. It requires a lot of money to pay for everything involved in manipulating kids in hundreds of cities and towns. Anyone who saw news coverage of the D.C. march saw the enormous stage, the Jumbotrons, the towers of public address speakers, and all the trappings of a well-organized, well-executed, well-funded and professional political event.

	You are naïve if you think a bunch of seventeen-year-old kids, who can’t rent cars, get hotel rooms, or legally enter into binding contracts, organized this major, multimillion-dollar event on their own. Such a sophisticated technological and logistical effort had to be orchestrated by folks with experience in the art and business of large-scale public promotions and events. No amount of drama club training, babysitting or bake sale experience could enable a group of seventeen-year-olds to pull this off.  

	So, who bought all this? A synopsis provided by the Capital Research Center reveals a list of the usual suspects who tend to bankroll left-wing activities: “Steven Spielberg, Jeffrey Katzenberg, George Clooney, Oprah Winfrey, and the fashion company Gucci reportedly donated $500,000 each to the group. Salesforce CEO Marc Benioff pledged another $1 million.”15 Coincidentally, each of these folks supported Hilary Rodham Clinton for president.16 

	AstroTurf. It’s all AstroTurf.

	Exploiting Emotions

	Aristotle taught us that appeals to emotion are logical fallacies. He wrote: “The arousing of prejudice, pity, anger, and similar emotions has nothing to do with the essential facts but is merely a personal appeal to the man who is judging the case.”17 There’s a reason trial juries are instructed by the presiding judge not to allow their emotions to dictate their decisions. 

	But appeals to emotion are pretty much all that the new gun controllers advance. They do it by rolling out sympathetic spokespeople: survivors of horrifying mass shootings, and children to boot. And therefore David Hogg, Emma Gonzalez, and other survivors of the Parkland school shootings have become the new faces of the movement. Not surprisingly, neither the pro-gun students nor those students suing the Broward County police officers for malfeasance were selected for stardom by the legacy media.18  

	Behind the scenes are left-wing activist groups orchestrating the protests and celebrities bankrolling their efforts. And out front you have the innocent young victims, who receive fawning media coverage and praise from the usual anti-gun politicians. 

	The organizers of these AstroTurf campaigns are playing on emotion to prevent any real discussion of the serious issues at hand. They know that they can dismiss anyone who dares question the claims these young people make. All they must do is charge their critics with “attacking the victims.” With that, the discussion is cut off. The debate ends. Done. 

	But here’s the thing: at seventeen or eighteen very few of us have original thoughts on politics and policy.

	Most teenagers have their teachers’ thoughts, their parents’ thoughts, their peers’ thoughts, and social media’s thoughts.

	Few people would look to a seventeen-year-old for any original thinking.

	And yet here’s Barack Obama proclaiming of these marching minions: “Our children are calling us to account.... They have the power so often inherent in youth: to see the world anew; to reject the old constraints, outdated conventions and cowardice too often dressed up as wisdom.”19

	If we are to “see the world anew” and “reject old constraints and outdated conventions,” we, the benighted adults of America, will soon be the beneficiaries of this new wisdom—the “wisdom” of high school students rehashing long-rejected gun control arguments.

	What high school student could resist such absurd flattery? 

	That it took thousands of years of trial and error for Western civilization to come up with a reasonably humane system for all of us to live together peaceably with a fair amount of personal freedom doesn’t seem to trouble our former president. He’s ready to move on to the broad sunlit uplands of our bright new future led by these children. 

	Of course, the adults spending millions to support the student protesters encourage this nonsense to advance their real agenda: gun control (and, ultimately, gun confiscation).

	Their slogan might be Make America Australia Again—or maybe Make America England Again, or even Make America Venezuela Again.

	We can reasonably assume that none of those millions of dollars will be going to subsidize the efforts of those students who don’t walk out and don’t agree with David Hogg and Emma Gonzalez.

	One should think of these kids as Trojan horses, or perhaps more accurately, Trojan ponies. They gallop into Washington and into our state legislatures with all that Obama-certified new wisdom to dispense. They demand that our invertebrate legislators surrender rights that Americans have held since before the Founding.

	But their new wisdom looks suspiciously like the old wisdom of the gun grabbers—the warmed-over ideas we have heard whether the face of the gun control movement is Michael Bloomberg or James Brady or Gabrielle Giffords. 

	The whole anti-self-defense, anti-gun, anti-American agenda is here—again.

	Only this time it’s disguised as the “new wisdom” of high school students.

	So, the Trojan ponies call for limiting magazine capacities, banning scary-looking rifles, and raising the minimum age to buy a gun to twenty-one. 

	That last point is ironic: Please make me wait to buy a gun until I’m twenty-one because I’m not mature enough at eighteen, but listen to me about everything else because I’m seventeen and I “see the world anew.”

	Of course, seeing the world anew is actually seeing an old world—the feudal world. A world where the peasantry is disarmed and the king controls the army—and all the arms.

	You know that world from the movies. It’s called The Hunger Games.

	The Capitol gets the stormtroopers and rocket systems; the peasants get a bow and arrow, if they’re lucky.

	That’s the new world these wise teens are hoping to inflict on all of us.

	The famous environmental activist, novelist, and essayist Edward Abbey understood the consequences of this all too well. He said, “If guns are outlawed, only the government will have guns.”

	That’s Michael Bloomberg’s dream world.

	If you think the young #NeverAgain oracles have much to teach us, take a look at some of the profound “arguments” they advance:

	
		“When your old-ass parent is like, ‘I don’t know how to send an iMessage,’ and you’re just like, ‘Give me the fucking phone and let me handle it.’ Sadly, that’s what we have to do with our government; our parents don’t know how to use a fucking democracy, so we have to.”20


		“It just makes me think what sick fuckers out there want to continue to sell more guns, murder more children, and honestly just get reelected. What type of shitty person does that? They could have blood from children splattered all over their faces and they wouldn’t take action, because they all still see these dollar signs.”21


		“Go join the Army if you want to have fun shooting off a weapon, and serve your fucking country.”22


		To Florida governor Rick Scott: “You’re kind of like Voldemort at this point. You should just retire, because you aren’t going to get elected to Senate.”23 

		To Benjamin Kelly, a former aide to State Representative Shawn Harrison, who accused Hogg of being a crisis actor: “Hey, if you’re out there, fuck you.”24




	How any of this stops criminals and crazies from murdering us they don’t explain, but when you’re seventeen maybe you don’t need to.

	David Hogg and his fellow student activists may desire safety but they don’t want to accept the fact that it’s up to them to make smart decisions that will keep them safe. The anti-gun lobby is encouraging these kids to give up fundamental rights they have never had—or are even old enough to exercise. Foreclosing their options of how to protect themselves when they become adults doesn’t really seem like all that smart a choice. 

	Of course, it’s far easier to give up something you don’t have than something you have.

	What was Hogg’s reaction when he learned that he was going to have to wear a clear backpack to school? Well, that was a bridge too far.25 Suddenly his First Amendment right to an opaque backpack was being violated. 

	You wanted more government, David; you got more government.

	A Tried-and-True Tactic

	The Parkland kids are far from the first sympathetic young people to be adopted to advance a political agenda.

	Norma McCorvey was a desperate young woman in 1969 when she became pregnant for the third time.26 A pair of Texas lawyers and other political activists were then seeking a sympathetic plaintiff to challenge state law on abortion.27 They decided that Norma made a good choice.28

	So, Norma McCorvey became known as the plaintiff Jane Roe, a name immortalized in American jurisprudence via the Roe v. Wade Supreme Court decision that declared abortion a right.29

	Years later, McCorvey revealed that she had been used. The pro-abortion attorneys and activists “connected my name to a case that I never knew about in the beginning, never participated in, never believed in,” she told an interviewer. “I was just a pawn.”30

	Pawns. It happens again and again. In fact, the technique of recruiting young people to advance a political agenda dates back to centuries before Roe v. Wade. 

	In the early thirteenth century, young people from throughout Europe were recruited to take part in the Crusades to expel Muslims from Jerusalem. This “Children’s Crusade” is remembered for being led by visionaries and leaders as young as twelve. But many accounts were embellished, and in some cases unscrupulous merchants exploited the situation to sell young people into slavery.

	The Parkland kids aren’t being sold into slavery or marched thousands of miles to fight in a holy war. On the contrary, they are fêted everywhere. Prominent figures heap adulation on them. They appear on television and speak in front of massive, adoring crowds. What young person wouldn’t be excited by such experiences? And good for them!

	But it’s a form of exploitation nonetheless. Gun control activists are using these kids to promote an agenda they have failed to enact previously. The young people being exploited today are not being used to advance freedom or expand rights. Instead, they are being used for the purpose of taking away the rights of people and eroding the protections of the Constitution. They are being told it is good to promote the diminution (and elimination) of their own constitutional rights.

	From a political standpoint, children are ideal carriers of messages because they are unassailable, particularly if they have a direct connection to a tragedy. For the gun control movement, children represent a win-win-win. They are sympathetic, they are beyond reproach, and they cannot be challenged by anyone. These factors make children ripe for exploitation and explain why we see so many of them in the media today promoting gun control. 

	The “Expertise” of the Survivor

	The Parkland students are especially powerful spokespeople because they are survivors. They survived an attack where a crazy person killed their friends and classmates. They fled in fear for their own lives. No one should have to endure such a terrifying experience. Mercifully, few of us ever will.
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